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A Letter from MADD, AAA, and IIHS Leadership 
To Our Partners in Safety, 

We are proud to introduce this collaborative playbook as a cornerstone of a new national 
partnership uniting Mothers Against Drunk Driving (MADD) and the American Automobile 
Association (AAA), with the support of the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety (IIHS). Together, 
our legacy brands represent decades of leadership, advocacy, and public trust, grounded in a 
shared mission to save lives and prevent needless tragedy on our roads and in our communities. 

This joint effort goes beyond our aligned values and reflects our collective goal to reduce 
impaired-driving deaths by 20% by 2030. This is not something one organization can achieve—
partnership is imperative. 

We are combining MADD and AAA’s powerful community engagement and advocacy efforts 
with data-driven insights and IIHS’s industry-leading safety standards for anti-drunk driving 
technology to launch an initiative that dramatically multiplies our collective impact in the fight 
against impaired driving. 

This toolkit is designed to help local MADD teams, AAA Clubs, and other safety stakeholders form 
meaningful partnerships in communities nationwide. Every conversation, campaign, and 
connection you build brings us one step closer to a future without impaired driving. 

We thank you for your dedication and leadership, and for bringing this partnership to life at the 
local level. The road to zero traffic deaths begins here, with each of us. 

With shared commitment, 

Stacey D. Stewart 
CEO, Mothers Against 

Drunk Driving 

Gene Beohm 
President and CEO, 

AAA, Inc. 

David L. Harkey 
President, Insurance Institute 

for Highway Safety 
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Introduction 
Impaired driving is a preventable crisis—and as traffic safety advocates you are at the forefront of 
the solution. 

Each year, over 12,000 lives are lost and many more are forever changed due to impaired driving. 
In fact, alcohol impaired-driving deaths account for almost a third of all motor vehicle traffic 
fatalities in the United States each year. Drug-impaired driving is also on the rise, and research 
has continued to show that many drivers involved in serious crashes test positive for alcohol and 
other drugs. Impaired driving also often overlaps with other dangerous behaviors like speeding, 
drowsy driving, and not wearing seat belts—factors that greatly increase crash fatality risk. The 
facts are clear—preventing impaired driving will save lives. 

While meaningful progress has been made, too many states still lack the comprehensive policies 
and enforcement tools needed to prevent these tragedies. That’s why AAA and MADD have 
launched a joint initiative to reduce impaired-driving fatalities by 20% over the next five years.  

As a traffic safety practitioner, your voice and expertise are critical. With coordinated efforts 
across all 50 states, we welcome you to join AAA and MADD.  Together, we have the power to 
lead a national shift in impaired-driving prevention. 

Whether you're identifying legislative opportunities, responding to policy proposals, or building 
support among stakeholders, this toolkit is designed to be your go-to resource. It offers a clear, 
data-driven foundation for advancing policies proven to reduce crashes, save lives, and prevent 
repeat offenses. 

Developed specifically to support state-level advocacy, this toolkit equips you with the data, 
strategies, and messaging needed to drive meaningful policy change. It includes the following: 

• State-specific briefs highlighting impaired-driving statistics, rankings, and legislative 
opportunities 

• A comprehensive review of each state’s laws across evidence-based countermeasures, 
along with the estimated lives saved and economic impact of implementation 

• Strategic resources and tools to support engagement with lawmakers, agencies, and 
coalition partners 
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• Countermeasure-specific briefs highlighting the best policies that states can implement 
to fight impaired driving 

The 10 countermeasures featured in this toolkit are among the most effective, research-backed 
interventions available today: 

• All-Offender Ignition Interlock Requirements 

• Sobriety Checkpoints 

• 0.05% Blood Alcohol Concentration (BAC) Per Se Laws 

• Alcohol Open Container Laws 

• Oral Fluid Drug Screening 

• Electronic Warrant Systems 

• Law Enforcement Phlebotomy Programs 

• Drug Recognition Expert (DRE) and Advanced Roadside Impaired Driving 
Enforcement (ARIDE) Support 

• Toxicology Lab Support 

• Improved Drugged Driving Data 

Together, we can help end impaired driving—and ensure that no life is needlessly lost to it again. 
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Impaired Driving Overview 

Substance-impaired driving remains a significant safety issue in the United States, with alcohol 
involved in roughly 30% of traffic fatalities, killing 12,431 people in 2023.1 Drug-impaired driving is 
also on the rise,2 and a significant number of motorists drive while impaired by multiple 
substances. In a 2020 study, 56% of drivers involved in serious crashes tested positive for one or 
more drugs, including alcohol.3 

Effects of Impairment on Driving Performance  
Safe driving demands a complex set of skills, including sharp judgment, clear vision, coordinated 
movement, and quick reflexes. Both alcohol and drugs degrade these essential functions. 
Combining substances, like alcohol and drugs, worsens impairment risks. 

Impaired Drivers Engage in Other Risky Behaviors 
Impaired drivers are more likely to speed and drive while drowsy and less likely to buckle up, 
which increases the risk of fatal traffic crashes. In fact, in 2023, 38% of speeding drivers involved in 
fatal crashes had a blood alcohol concentration (BAC) of 0.08 g/dL or greater.4 Among all drivers 
killed in crashes in 2020, a higher percentage (66%) of alcohol-impaired drivers killed were not 
wearing a seat belt compared with drivers with no alcohol in their system (44%).5 

Public Support 
Social disapproval of impaired driving and public support for proven, effective countermeasures 
are high, including requiring all new vehicles to be equipped with anti-drunk driving technology. 
According to the AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety, drivers overwhelmingly perceive impaired 
driving, whether by alcohol or cannabis, as dangerous and socially unacceptable.6  

 



Committed, sustained effort is needed. There is no single solution to the complex issue of substance-
impaired driving. Addressing it effectively requires a multi-pronged strategy (e.g., Safe System Approach) 
and long-term commitment. AAA and MADD are dedicated to promoting driver safety through education, 
advocacy, enforcement, and research. To help prevent impaired driving and save lives, the following 
countermeasures are recommended.  If implemented, they could not only reduce fatalities but also result in 
significant cost savings for states.

Policy Recommendation

All-Offender Ignition 
Interlock Requirement

Green: The state has an all-offender law that requires offenders to install 
an ignition interlock device to drive or return to an unrestricted license. 

Yellow: The state has an all-offender law, but it does not fully meet our 
recommendations. 

Red: The state does not have an all-offender law.

Additionally, states should ensure their ignition interlock programs are 
as strong as possible and include the following:

•	 Compliance-based removal 

•	 Graduated sanctions for ignition interlock violations

•	 Ignition interlock availability during administrative license suspension

•	 Offenders paying the costs for participating in the ignition interlock 
program

•	 Screening all participants in the ignition interlock program to identify 
offenders that may benefit from substance abuse treatment

Sobriety Checkpoints Green: The state permits and utilizes sobriety checkpoints.

Yellow: The state permits sobriety checkpoints but prohibits the use of 
federal funds to support  them.

Red: The state does not permit sobriety checkpoints. 

0.05 BAC Per Se Law Green: The state has a 0.05 BAC per se law for impairment. 

Red: The state does not have a 0.05 BAC per se law for impairment. 

Alcohol Open Container 
Law

Green: The state has an open container law for alcohol that meets 
federal recommendations (23 U.S.C. § 154). 

Yellow: The state has an open container law for alcohol that does not 
meet federal recommendations (23 U.S.C. § 154). 

Red: The state does not have an open container law for alcohol. 

Impaired Driving Countermeasures



Oral Fluid Testing Green: The state authorizes the collection of oral fluid and has 
implemented a statewide roadside testing program to detect drugs for 
impaired-driving investigations.

Yellow: The state authorizes the collection of oral fluid but has not 
implemented a statewide roadside testing program to detect drugs for 
impaired-driving investigations. 

Red: The state does not authorize the collection of oral fluid to detect 
drugs for impaired-driving investigations.

Electronic Warrants Green: The state authorizes electronic warrants as a tool to expedite the 
collection of evidence of impaired driving when a warrant is required.

Red: The state does not authorize electronic warrants as a tool to 
expedite the collection of evidence of impaired driving when a warrant 
is required.

Law Enforcement 
Phlebotomy

Green: The state allows law enforcement officers and other qualified 
personnel who have met the required state training and certification 
to draw blood for investigative purposes, provided that such programs 
preserve due process and follow best practices.

Red: The state does not allow law enforcement officers and other 
qualified personnel who have met the required state training and 
certification to draw blood for investigative purposes, provided that 
such programs preserve due process and follow best practices.



Background
An ignition interlock device is an alcohol breath-
screening device installed in a vehicle and often 
used as a condition of license reinstatement after 
a driver has been arrested or convicted of drunk 
driving. For drivers to start a vehicle, they must 
blow into the interlock and have a BAC below a 
preset limit. An interlock does not detect drugs 
other than alcohol, but serves as a proven tool 
to separate drinking from driving. Interlocks are 
one of the most effective tools for saving lives 
by preventing a drunk driver from repeating the 
offense while the device is installed. 

Data and Research  
Interlocks are a strong deterrent to stop offenders 
from repeating their past behavior. Compared with 
all other policies, data consistently demonstrates 
that interlocks are one of the most effective tools  
to prevent recidivism, and if every state had an  
all-offender requirement, interlocks would save 
more lives.

•	 Recidivism Reduction: Interlocks reduce the rate of repeat offenses for alcohol-impaired driving by an 
estimated 70% while the device is installed, compared to license suspension alone.7

•	 Lives Saved: Laws mandating interlocks for all drunk driving offenders are associated with a 26% 
reduction in the rate of fatal crashes involving an alcohol-impaired driver.8 If all states without such laws 
adopted them, 764 lives could be saved annually.

•	 Economic Impact: This estimates how much money society saves when policies prevent deaths and 
injuries in car crashes. If all states enacted an all-offender ignition interlock law, over ten billion dollars 
would be saved.

•	 Prevented Attempts: From 2006 to 2023, interlocks have prevented nearly 5 million attempts by a 
drunk driver to start their vehicle with a BAC of 0.08 or greater.9

Currently, 12 states and Washington, D.C., have laws that require all offenders to install an ignition interlock 
device to drive or return to an unrestricted license.

All Offender  
Ignition Interlocks

Impaired Driving Issue Brief

Possible Lives Saved Nationally

764
Economic Impact

$10,084,800,000



Policy Recommendation
States should require all drunk driving offenders to install an interlock.

This policy recommendation is supported by AAA, MADD, the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, and the National Transportation Safety Board.

Additionally, states can also look to further strengthen their interlock programs by including:

•	 Compliance-based removal – This policy will extend the time period a driver must have an 
interlock installed if they attempt to drive after drinking, tamper with their interlock, or otherwise 
try to circumvent the law. Interlocks can only be removed if the driver maintains a set amount of 
violation-free days.

•	 Graduated sanctions - This policy increases sanctions for drivers who repeatedly tamper with 
their interlock or otherwise try to circumvent the law.

•	 Availability during administrative license suspension – Requiring ignition interlocks as the only 
way to have driving privileges during an administrative license suspension helps to ensure drunk 
driving offenders don’t drive on a suspended license. 

•	 Including treatment as part of the interlock program – Combining the interlock program with 
substance abuse treatment can boost the effectiveness of the interlock program beyond the 
installation period.

•	 Ensuring offenders pay the cost for their interlock – Unless drivers are deemed unable to pay, 
drunk driving offenders should bear the cost of the interlock program. However, states can 
establish affordability programs for those who cannot afford an interlock. 

Relevant Research
For more resources and tools visit newsroom.aaa.com/impaireddriving.

http://newsroom.aaa.com/impaireddriving
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Resources and Tools 

Frequently Asked Questions: 

1. Are ignition interlocks only useful for repeat offenders? 
No. First-time offenders benefit as well. Studies indicate that requiring interlocks for first-time 
drunk driving convictions significantly reduces recidivism and prevents alcohol-related crashes, 
making roads safer for everyone. 

2. Are ignition interlocks expensive or burdensome for drivers? 
Most devices cost less than many expect, and fees are often offset by the safety benefits and 
reduced legal consequences. Sober drivers are unaffected—the device only prevents driving 
when alcohol is detected. Additionally, many states have created affordability programs to help 
those who cannot afford an interlock. 

3. Are ignition interlocks unfair or overly punitive? 
No. Interlocks are a targeted public safety tool, not a blanket punishment. They allow responsible 
drivers to continue their daily routines safely while preventing only impaired driving. 

 
Additional Resources: 

1) MADD 
a) MADD webpage on ignition interlocks  

2) NASID 
a) The National Alliance to Stop Impaired Driving's (NASID) 2023 webinar 

3) NCSL 
a) States Identify Effective Ignition Interlock Countermeasures to Fight DUIs 

4) NHTSA  
a) State of the Practice of Alcohol Ignition Interlock Programs [Traffic Tech]  
b) State of the Practice of State Alcohol Ignition Interlock Programs 

5) Traffic Injury Research Foundation 
a) Alcohol Interlock Data 

 
 

All-Offender Ignition 
Interlocks 

https://madd.org/ignition-interlocks/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UvYQ667D9bc
https://www.ncsl.org/transportation/states-identify-effective-ignition-interlock-countermeasures-to-fight-duis
https://rosap.ntl.bts.gov/view/dot/66103
https://rosap.ntl.bts.gov/view/dot/66102
https://aic.tirf.ca/alcohol-interlock-program-inventory/


All-O�ender Ignition 
Interlock Laws

December 2025

State has an all-o�ender law that requi-
res o�enders to install an interlock to 
drive or return to an unrestricted license
12 states & DC

State has an all-o�ender law that does 
not fully meet our recommendation
22 states

State does not have an all-o�ender 
interlock law
16 states



Background
Sobriety checkpoints provide officers with an 
opportunity to look for signs of alcohol or drug 
impairment, such as slurred speech or the odor of 
alcohol. These temporary roadblocks are set up by 
law enforcement at a fixed location to briefly stop 
vehicles according to a predetermined, neutral plan 
(e.g., every fourth car). While these checkpoints 
do remove impaired drivers from the road, their 
power is predominantly through general deterrence 
of impaired driving. By increasing the perceived 
risk of detection and arrest, sobriety checkpoints 
encourage the general driving public to choose not 
to drive while impaired, preventing crashes before 
they occur.

Data and Research  
Research consistently shows that highly publicized, 
highly visible, and frequently conducted sobriety 
checkpoints are an effective countermeasure 
against impaired driving crashes.

•	 A meta-analysis found checkpoints reduce 
crashes involving alcohol by 17%, and all crashes by 10 to 15%.10 The CDC’s systematic review of 15 
high-quality studies found that publicized checkpoints reduce alcohol-related fatal crashes by 9%, and 
among high-risk populations, including males and drivers 21 to 34 years of age.11  

•	 Research suggests that high-visibility sobriety checkpoints deter drinking and driving in a community 
for approximately one week.12 

Public Opinion: In a representative survey of 2,000 U.S. drivers, two-thirds (65%) were in favor of 
conducting sobriety checkpoints at least monthly.13 

Estimated Lives Saved: If all U.S. states permitted and utilized sobriety checkpoints, 303 lives could be 
saved annually.

Economic Impact: This estimates how much money society saves when policies prevent deaths and injuries 
in car crashes. If all states states permitted and utilized sobriety checkpoints, almost four billion dollars 
would be saved.

Sobriety Checkpoints

Impaired Driving Issue Brief

Possible Lives Saved Nationally

303
Economic Impact

$3,999,600,000



Policy Recommendation
States should permit, and regularly utilize, sobriety checkpoints that are: 

•	 acceptable under state constitutional law;

•	 tightly controlled to adhere to legal standards;

•	 strictly supervised and overseen by responsible officials;

•	 scheduled when and where crash and arrest data reasonably suggest a high rate of impaired 
drivers is expected;

•	 deployed across communities such that racial disparities tied to this enforcement tactic are 
prevented;

•	 conducted so as to reduce motorist delay and avoid creating a traffic hazard;

•	 well-publicized in advance; and

•	 periodically evaluated to determine their effectiveness as a deterrent.

This policy recommendation is supported by AAA, MADD, and the National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration.

Relevant Research
For more resources and tools visit newsroom.aaa.com/impaireddriving.

http://newsroom.aaa.com/impaireddriving
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Resources and Tools 

Frequently Asked Questions: 

1. Do sobriety checkpoints reduce impaired driving? 
Yes. Research consistently shows that well-publicized sobriety checkpoints reduce alcohol-
related crashes. Their greatest value is deterrence—most drivers change their behavior simply 
knowing checkpoints may be in place. 

2. Aren’t checkpoints just a way to make mass arrests? 
No. The purpose of sobriety checkpoints is not to arrest large numbers of people—it’s to prevent 
impaired driving before it happens. Most drivers who pass through a checkpoint are waved 
through in seconds. 

3. How do we ensure checkpoints are used fairly and don’t violate civil liberties? 
Sobriety checkpoints should be narrowly focused on detecting impaired driving only. They 
should not be used for unrelated criminal investigations, general warrant checks, or immigration 
enforcement. Transparency, clear operational guidelines, and data reporting help maintain 
public trust. 

4. Do checkpoints unfairly target certain communities? 
Not when implemented correctly. Checkpoints should be conducted based on crash and 
impairment data, not demographic profiling. Officers must follow predetermined, neutral 
selection procedures—such as stopping every third or fifth vehicle—to ensure fairness. 

5. What can lawmakers do to strengthen checkpoint effectiveness and equity? 
Legislators can affirm the legality of sobriety checkpoints, ensure they are limited strictly to 
impaired-driving detection, and require public notice and transparency standards. This balances 
safety with civil liberties—making checkpoints both effective and trusted. 

 
Additional Resources: 

1) NHTSA  
a) Low Staffing Sobriety Checkpoints  
b) Saturation Patrols & Sobriety Checkpoints Guide 

 

Sobriety Checkpoints 

https://www.nhtsa.gov/sites/nhtsa.gov/files/documents/low-staffing_sobriety_checkpoints_810590.pdf
https://www.nhtsa.gov/sites/nhtsa.gov/files/documents/satpats2002.pdf


Sobriety Checkpoints

December 2025

State permits and utilizes sobriety 
checkpoints 
37 states & DC

State permits but prohibits the use 
of federal funds to support sobriety 
checkpoints
1 state

State does not permit sobriety 
checkpoints
12 states



Background
In October 2000, the federal government enacted 
a law requiring states to adopt a blood alcohol 
concentration (BAC) per se law of 0.08 grams of 
alcohol per deciliter of blood by 2004 or have a 
percentage of their federal highway construction 
funds withheld. At the time, only 18 states and 
Washington, D.C. had enacted a 0.08 BAC per 
se law, with the remaining states and D.C. having 
a 0.10 BAC per se law. By 2004, every state and 
Washington, D.C. had passed a 0.08 BAC limit. This 
change was estimated to save 500 lives a year. 

However, today, scientific evidence shows that 
impairment behind the wheel starts before 
0.08 BAC. People with a 0.05 BAC will exhibit 
exaggerated behavior, possible loss of small-
muscle control (e.g., eye focus), impaired judgment, 
lowered alertness, and release of inhibition. This 
has led many safety organizations, including the 
National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) and 
the National Safety Council, to support a 0.05 BAC 
per se limit. In 2018, Utah became the first state to adopt a 0.05 BAC limit. 

While an individual’s BAC depends on a person’s age, gender, and weight, as well as the food in their 
stomach and their metabolism rate, a 0.05 BAC is not typically reached with a couple of beers or glasses 
of wine. It takes at least four drinks for an average 170-pound male to exceed 0.05 BAC in two hours on an 
empty stomach (three drinks for a 137-pound female). 

Data and Research  
Lowering the per se limit to 0.05 BAC is a highly effective countermeasure. Not only will these laws remove 
more impaired drivers from the road, but they will also provide a deterrent effect that helps prevent 
drinking drivers from getting behind the wheel in the first place, leading to lower levels of impaired drivers 
at all levels. Historically, legislation lowering the BAC limit has been shown to significantly reduce fatal 
crashes at all BAC levels. 

•	 Impairment at 0.05 BAC includes reduced coordination, decreased ability to track moving objects, 
difficulty steering, and a diminished response to emergency driving situations.18 

0.05 BAC Per Se 

Impaired Driving Issue Brief

Possible Lives Saved Nationally

1,363
Economic Impact

$17,991,600,000



Policy Recommendation
States should lower their per se limit for impairment to 0.05 BAC. 

This policy recommendation is supported by AAA, MADD, National Safety Council, and the NTSB.  

Relevant Research
For more resources and tools visit newsroom.aaa.com/impaireddriving.

•	 The risk of being killed in a single-vehicle crash for drivers with BACs between 0.05 and 0.079 is at 
least seven times higher than for sober drivers.19 

•	 Estimated Lives Saved: If all U.S. states adopted a 0.05 BAC limit, approximately 1,363 lives could be 
saved annually.

•	 Economic Impact: This estimates how much money society saves when policies prevent deaths and 
injuries in car crashes. If all states enacted a 0.05 BAC limit, over 17 billion dollars would be saved.

•	 International Success: Over 100 countries, including most industrialized nations like Australia and many 
in Europe, have set their BAC limits at 0.05 or lower. These countries have seen an associated decline 
in fatal alcohol-related crashes. A meta-analysis of international studies found an 11.1% decline in fatal 
alcohol-related crashes associated with lowering the limit to 0.05 or lower.20 

•	 Public Opinion: The public largely supports the measure, with surveys from organizations like the AAA 
Foundation for Traffic Safety showing that a majority of Americans support lowering the legal limit.21 
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Resources and Tools 

Frequently Asked Questions: 

1. Why lower the legal limit to 0.05 BAC when most states are already at 0.08? 
Scientific consensus is clear: most drivers begin to experience significant impairment—slower 
reaction time, reduced coordination, and increased crash risk—at 0.05 BAC. Countries that 
adopted 0.05 saw immediate drops in alcohol-related deaths, and Utah, the first U.S. state to 
adopt the standard, experienced the same result. 

2. Won’t lowering the limit overwhelm courts with minor offenders? 
No. Utah saw no increase in DUI arrests or court caseloads after moving to 0.05. Instead, it saw 
fewer impaired drivers on the road, proving the law functions primarily as a deterrent, not a 
mass-enforcement tool. And it’s important to remember that no drunk driving offense is a minor 
offense.  

3. Will this hurt restaurants, bars, and alcohol sales? 
Evidence says no. In Utah, alcohol sales actually increased after the 0.05 law took effect. Most 
people don’t stop drinking—they simply plan smarter, using designated drivers or ride-hailing 
services. 

4. Will tourism suffer if visitors fear being unfairly targeted? 
Again, real-world data disproves this concern. Utah’s tourism numbers held strong and even 
grew, proving that safer roads enhance a state’s reputation rather than deter visitors. 

5. Isn’t 0.05 an attack on responsible social drinkers? 
Not at all. A 0.05 limit targets high-risk decision-making, not casual drinking. Most people can 
stay under 0.05 with one standard drink over an hour—and the law simply encourages safer 
choices before impairment sets in. 

6. Does focusing on 0.05 ignore the worst offenders?  
History has shown that lowering the legal limit affects drunk drivers at all levels. A 0.05 law has 
been shown to have a broad deterrent effect because it helps prevent drinking drivers from 
getting behind the wheel in the first place (not by producing more DUI arrests). Since drivers 
generally do not know their BAC unless they are stopped, lowering the BAC limit can help 
encourage drivers not to drive if they have been drinking.  

0.05 BAC Per Se Law 
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7. Will police be able to enforce a BAC of 0.05 with the existing standard field sobriety test 
(SFST)? 
Lowering the per se limit to 0.05 should not affect law enforcement’s ability to use the existing 
standard field sobriety test (SFST). The SFST was not designed to detect an exact BAC level, but 
rather to detect impairment at any BAC level.  Additionally, lowering the BAC limit would not 
change how law enforcement decides to stop a driver suspected of being impaired.  

8. How many drinks does it take for someone to have a 0.05 BAC? 
Having a 0.05 BAC takes more than just 1 or 2 drinks at a happy hour for most people. Though an 
individual’s BAC depends on a person’s age, gender, and weight as well as the food in their 
stomach and their metabolism rate, it takes at least four drinks for an average 170-pound male to 
exceed 0.05 BAC in 2 hours on an empty stomach (three drinks for a 137-pound female).  

 
Additional Resources: 

1) NHTSA 
a) Report: Evaluation of Utah’s .05 BAC Per Se Law 
b) Summary: Evaluation of Utah’s .05 BAC Per Se Law (Traffic Tech) 
c) Legislative History of .08 Per Se Laws 

2) NTSB 
a) .05 BAC per se Limit 
b) NTSB Recommendation of .05 BAC Further Proved by NHTSA Study 

3) Utah 
a) 20th Annual DUI Report to the Utah Legislature 
b) Utah Department of Public Safety | FAQ – New .05 BAC Law 
c) Rep. Norm Thurston DUI site 

4) Washington 
a) 0.05 Saves Lives: Alcohol impaired driving is a public health and safety epidemic 

5) NORC at the University of Chicago 
a) Point/Counterpoint: Potential Statements and Questions by Opponents of .05 BAC 

Laws 
 
 

https://rosap.ntl.bts.gov/view/dot/60428
https://rosap.ntl.bts.gov/view/dot/60427
https://rosap.ntl.bts.gov/view/dot/1740
https://www.ntsb.gov/Advocacy/safety-topics/Pages/BACLimit.aspx
https://www.ntsb.gov/news/press-releases/Pages/NR20220211.aspx
https://justice.utah.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022-DUI-Annual-Report-Final.pdf
https://highwaysafety.utah.gov/drive-sober/new-05-bac-law/
https://www.normthurston.com/dui/
https://aaanational.sharepoint.com/:b:/t/GovernmentRelationsDocumentHUB/Ef2Uo7z2pctHumZEQiqkphsBk1cQl4jU-ejbYZeo1CwmzA?e=dgXu0Z
https://aaanational.sharepoint.com/:b:/t/GovernmentRelationsDocumentHUB/EVUuUNnjfaVHrXFKnlXhVfkBRIMFD3DYkwvvfeUJQvBuLw?e=7qdyzn
https://aaanational.sharepoint.com/:b:/t/GovernmentRelationsDocumentHUB/EVUuUNnjfaVHrXFKnlXhVfkBRIMFD3DYkwvvfeUJQvBuLw?e=7qdyzn


0.05 BAC Per Se Law

December 2025

State has a 0.05 BAC per se Law 
1 state

State does not have a 0.05 BAC per se
law
49 states & DC
 



Background
Open container laws prohibit the possession or 
consumption of open alcoholic beverages in the 
passenger compartment of a motor vehicle. These 
regulations are a key component of impaired 
driving prevention, designed to eliminate in-vehicle 
consumption and reduce the opportunities for 
both drivers and passengers to contribute to traffic 
safety risks. The central policy goals of these  
laws are:

•	 Deterrence: Reduce the likelihood of drivers 
consuming alcohol while operating a vehicle.

•	 Enforcement: Provide law enforcement 
with a clear basis for roadside intervention, 
observation, and investigation of potential 
driving under the influence (DUI) offenses.

Data and Research  
•	 Implementing and publicizing zero-tolerance open container laws is necessary to elevate this perceived 

risk and deter motorists from consuming alcohol while driving. Active enforcement of open container 
laws is important for these laws to be effective. In one study, self-reported impaired driving was nearly 
18% lower in states that actively enforced open container laws compared with states that did not (Lenk 
et al., 2016).14 

•	 Another survey of state and local law enforcement agencies finds less than half report enforcing their 
open container laws, suggesting open container enforcement is under-utilized in some areas.15 

•	 A longitudinal study tracking alcohol-related fatalities from 1986 to 2005 found a 7% reduction in the 
alcohol-impaired fatality rate in states where open-container alcohol laws were in place.16 

•	 Public Opinion: Survey data in both law and no-law states show strong public support for open 
container laws.17 

•	 Estimated Lives Saved: If all U.S. states enacted open container laws that met federal 
recommendations, 143 lives could be saved annually.

•	 Economic Impact: This estimates how much money society saves when policies prevent deaths 
and injuries in car crashes. If all states states enacted open container laws that met federal 
recommendations, almost two billion dollars would be saved.

Alcohol  
Open Container

Impaired Driving Issue Brief

Possible Lives Saved Nationally

143
Economic Impact

$1,887,600,000



Policy Recommendation
States should enact an open container law that prohibits the possession or consumption of open 
containers of alcohol within the passenger area. 

This policy recommendation is supported by AAA, MADD, and the National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration.

Relevant Research
For more resources and tools visit newsroom.aaa.com/impaireddriving.

http://newsroom.aaa.com/impaireddriving


Alcohol Open Container

December 2025

State has an open container law for 
alcohol that meets federal 
recommendations
40 states & DC

State has an open container law for 
alcohol that does not meet federal 
recommendations
9 states

State does not have an open container 
law for alcohol
1 state
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Resources and Tools 

Frequently Asked Questions: 

1. Why are open container laws important for traffic safety? 
Open container laws help prevent active consumption of alcohol in vehicles—a major risk factor 
for impaired driving. By clearly prohibiting the use or easy access to intoxicating substances 
while driving, these laws provide officers with a simple, proactive tool to stop dangerous behavior 
before it results in a crash. 

2. Do open container laws really reduce impaired driving? 
Yes. States with strong alcohol open container laws have lower rates of impaired-driving crashes, 
according to federal data. However, the effectiveness of these laws is often tied to active 
enforcement, with research showing that enforcement of open container laws is underutilized. 

 
Additional Resources: 

1) Responsibility.org 
a) Policy Position: Open Container Laws 

 
 

Alcohol Open Container 

https://www.responsibility.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/Open-Container-Laws.pdf


Background
Unlike alcohol enforcement—where both roadside 
screening and evidentiary breath testing are 
standardized and widely accepted in court—drug-
impaired driving investigations still rely largely on 
field sobriety tests and biological sample collection, 
often involving lengthy transport for blood or urine 
draws. These delays increase the chance that drugs 
metabolize before testing, weaken evidentiary value 
of the test, and reduce the likelihood of successful 
prosecution.

Oral fluid testing—also known as roadside saliva screening—allows law enforcement to quickly detect the 
presence of certain drugs at the roadside when impairment is suspected following Standardized Field 
Sobriety Tests. An officer collects a small saliva sample, typically using a swab placed inside the cheek or 
under the tongue, and analyzes it within minutes using a handheld device.

While oral fluid screening is not an evidentiary test and cannot prove impairment on its own, it provides 
rapid confirmation of recent drug use and supports continued investigation—helping officers decide 
whether to proceed with arrest or request a warrant for confirmatory blood testing.

Data and Research  
•	 Indicator of Recent Drug Use: Oral fluid is an effective specimen because it generally contains the 

active drug—a better indicator of recent drug use compared to urine, which primarily detects non-
impairing metabolites that can persist for days or weeks.22 

•	 Speed and Timeliness: Devices provide rapid results—often less than 15 minutes—allowing officers to 
quickly gather information at the roadside, close to the time of driving. This mitigates the risk of drugs 
dissipating before an evidentiary sample can be collected.23

•	 Probable Cause Tool: A positive result indicates the presence of a drug, but not a quantifiable drug 
level. Because of this, the test provides a presumptive result that helps officers establish probable cause 
to proceed with a Drug Recognition Expert (DRE) evaluation or to seek a warrant for an evidentiary 
blood or lab-based oral fluid sample. Local law will dictate if field screening results are admissible in 
court and under what circumstances. 

•	 Multi-Substance Detection: In Minnesota’s 2024 pilot, roadside oral fluid testing detected drugs in 87% 
of tests, and 62% of drivers had more than one drug in their system. The device helps identify multi-
substance impaired drivers who might otherwise only be tested for alcohol.24 

Oral Fluid
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Policy Recommendation
To maximize the effectiveness of this technology and ensure due process, states and law 
enforcement agencies should do the following:

1.	 Enact Enabling Legislation: Enact or update statutes to explicitly authorize the use of roadside 
oral fluid testing for preliminary screening, clearly defining its role in the process and its non-
evidentiary nature. Currently, approximately 24 states have some form of authorization in 
statute.

2.	 Require Confirmatory Testing: Mandate that any arrest that includes a positive roadside 
oral fluid screening be followed by an evidentiary blood or laboratory-based oral fluid test to 
determine the actual drug concentration and substances present for prosecutorial purposes.

3.	 Invest in DRE/ARIDE Training: Oral fluid testing should complement, not replace, the expertise 
of DREs and officers trained in Advanced Roadside Impaired Driving Enforcement (ARIDE). 
These trained personnel are necessary to link the positive test result to observable signs of 
impairment.

Relevant Research
For more resources and tools visit newsroom.aaa.com/impaireddriving.

http://newsroom.aaa.com/impaireddriving
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Resources and Tools 

Frequently Asked Questions: 

1. What is oral fluid screening and how is it used in impaired-driving investigations? 
Oral fluid screening—sometimes called roadside saliva testing—is a quick, non-invasive method 
that allows officers to detect the presence of certain drugs within minutes during a traffic stop. It 
is used after impairment is suspected based on driving behavior and field sobriety tests, helping 
officers determine whether further investigation or confirmatory blood testing is warranted.  

2. Does oral fluid screening replace blood testing or prove impairment? 
No. Oral fluid screening is a preliminary tool, not a standalone evidentiary test. It does not 
determine exact drug concentration or establish legal impairment. Instead, it identifies recent 
drug use and supports probable cause decisions—helping ensure that only appropriate cases 
proceed to arrest or lab testing. 

3. Will roadside drug screening slow down traffic stops or burden officers? 
Quite the opposite. Oral fluid testing typically takes just a few minutes and allows officers to 
make faster, more informed decisions at the roadside—reducing unnecessary arrests, transport 
delays, and lab backlogs. 

4. Is oral fluid testing vulnerable to racial profiling or discriminatory enforcement? 
No more than any existing traffic stop—and in many ways, it reduces subjectivity. Unlike field 
sobriety tests that rely on officer interpretation, oral fluid devices provide objective, science-
based results. When paired with policies that require uniform testing criteria (e.g., based on 
observed impairment, not appearance), oral fluid screening can improve fairness and 
consistency across communities. 

5. Why should lawmakers support wider adoption of oral fluid screening? 
Because it strengthens impaired-driving enforcement without increasing arrest volume. It 
protects public safety, reduces wasted resources, improves case quality for prosecutors, and 
provides a more objective and equitable way to determine when further testing is justified. 

 
 
 
 

Oral Fluid Testing 
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Additional Resources: 
1) AAA 

a) Use of Oral Fluid to Detect Drugged Drivers: A Toolkit (2022) 
b) Use of Oral Fluid to Detect Drugged Drivers - Handout (2023) 

2) NASID  
a) NASID: Oral Fluid Roadside Screening – A Tool for Law Enforcement Webinar 
b) Oral Fluid Field Screening (OFFS) & Roadside Drug Testing 
c) Oral Fluid Field Screening (OFFS) Programs – Data Checklist 
d) Oral Fluid Field Screening (OFFS) Programs – Implementation Checklist 

 
 

https://newsroom.aaa.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/FINAL-OF-Report-04.11.22.pdf
https://newsroom.aaa.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/23-1353-TS-Oral-Fluid-Handout-Update.pdf
https://nasid.org/webinars/nasid-oral-fluid-roadside-screening-a-tool-for-law-enforcement/
https://nasid.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/R.org_5085_NASID-Resources_10_OCT07_2024.pdf
https://nasid.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/R.org_5085_Data-Checklist_09_SEP23_2024-1.pdf
https://nasid.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/R.org_NASID-Implementation-Checklist_10-16-2024.pdf


Oral Fluid Testing

December 2025

State authorizes the collection of oral 
fluid and has implemented a statewide 
roadside testing program
9 states

State authorizes the collection of oral 
fluid but has not implemented a          
statewide roadside testing program
16 states

State does not authorize the collection 
of oral fluid
25 states & DC



Background
Delayed or rejected warrants for blood testing in 
impaired-driving cases, particularly those involving 
drugs (DUID), create a significant obstacle to 
obtaining the evidence necessary for a successful 
prosecution. Traditional, paper-based warrant 
processes are often slow, cumbersome, and act 
as a barrier to timely specimen collection. The 
implementation of electronic warrant (e-warrant) 
systems drastically reduces the time needed to 
issue a warrant from hours to minutes, securing 
critical evidence, increasing conviction rates, and 
serving as a proven deterrent against impaired 
driving.

The Challenge: Time-Sensitive 
Evidence and Antiquated Processes
Impaired-driving evidence is unique because it 
degrades rapidly, posing a major challenge to the 
criminal justice system:

•	 Delayed Sample Collection: Alcohol and many other drugs metabolize quickly. When a suspect refuses 
a breath or blood test, law enforcement must obtain a warrant to compel a blood draw. The time lag 
between the refusal, finding a judge, securing the warrant, and drawing the blood often leads to:

	� Loss of Evidence: A suspect’s blood alcohol concentration (BAC) or drug concentration may fall 
below the legal limit by the time the blood is drawn, making successful prosecution difficult or 
impossible.

	� Underreporting of Drug Impairment: DUID cases are highly reliant on rapid blood analysis, as many 
drugs, such as THC (the psychoactive compound in cannabis), are cleared from the blood faster 
than alcohol. Delays disproportionately undermine DUID cases.

	� The Logistical Nightmare: The traditional process requires a police officer to physically drive to a 
judge, often in the middle of the night or across great distances in rural areas, to present a sworn 
affidavit. This takes officers off patrol and judges away from other duties, wasting scarce resources.

Electronic Warrants
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Policy Recommendation
States should authorize e-warrants to expedite the collection of physical evidence of DUID cases 
when a warrant is required.  

Additionally, in order for states to further ensure their e-warrant program’s effectiveness, states 
should do the following:

•	 Ensure 24/7 Judicial Coverage: The judicial branch must establish a protocol for round-the-
clock, rapid-response judicial availability to review warrant applications. The e-warrant system 
is only effective if judges and magistrates are accessible to sign warrants as soon as they are 
submitted.

•	 Prioritize Impaired-Driving Warrant Training: The implementation of the new system must 
be accompanied by comprehensive, recurring training for both law enforcement (on drafting 
sufficient probable cause affidavits) and judicial personnel (on rapid, legally sound review).

•	 Promote Data-Driven Enforcement: Implement data collection fields within the e-warrant 
system to track key metrics, such as time-to-warrant-issuance and warrant acceptance rates. 
These data points are crucial for evaluating the system’s effectiveness and justifying continued 
investment.

Relevant Research
For more resources and tools visit newsroom.aaa.com/impaireddriving.

The Solution: Electronic Warrant Systems
E-warrant systems leverage technology to streamline the warrant process, creating a secure, immediate link 
between law enforcement and the judiciary:

•	 Speed and Efficiency: An e-warrant system allows an officer to complete an affidavit digitally. The 
request is instantly transmitted to an on-call magistrate or judge, who can review the document, 
digitally sign it, and return it to the officer in the field—often in under 15 minutes.

•	 Secure and Legally Sound: The systems use secure networks and digital signatures to meet the Fourth 
Amendment requirements for probable cause. The digital audit trail ensures all steps are recorded, 
improving accountability.

•	 Standardization and Training: E-warrant software often includes standardized templates, checklists, 
and mandated fields, ensuring the officer provides all necessary probable cause elements, thus 
minimizing technical rejections and procedural delays.

•	 Better Resource Management: E-warrants eliminate the need for officers to transport suspects and 
drive to a courthouse, allowing judges to review requests remotely.

http://newsroom.aaa.com/impaireddriving
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Resources and Tools 

Frequently Asked Questions: 

1. What is an e-warrant system, and why does it matter for impaired-driving enforcement? 
An e-warrant system lets officers request and receive judicial approval for blood or urine tests 
electronically—often in minutes instead of hours. Faster warrants mean more accurate evidence, 
fewer dismissed cases, and a stronger deterrent against impaired driving. 

2. How do e-warrants improve safety and fairness on the road? 
E-warrants speed up the procedure while protecting due process. They allow officers to quickly 
secure legal authorization for chemical tests, ensuring evidence is collected lawfully and 
efficiently. That keeps impaired drivers accountable while safeguarding individual rights. 

3. What can lawmakers do to help expand e-warrant use? 
Legislators can fund technology upgrades, streamline procedures between courts and law 
enforcement, and encourage statewide adoption. Investing in e-warrants is a simple, proven way 
to strengthen impaired-driving enforcement without adding red tape—it’s smarter justice that 
saves lives. 

 
Additional Resources: 

1) Responsibility.org 
a) A Guide to Implementing Electronic Warrants 
b) Model Legislative Checklist 

2) Ohio Department of Public Safety  
a) About eWarrants 

 
 

Electronic Warrants 

https://www.responsibility.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/FAAR_3715-eWarrants-Interactive-PDF_V-4.pdf?pdf=eWarrants_Implementation_Guide
https://www.responsibility.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/FAAR_3715-eWarrants-Interactive-PDF_V-4.pdf?pdf=eWarrants_Implementation_Guide
https://www.responsibility.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/FAAR_3715-Model-Legislative-Checklist_V-1-1.pdf?pdf=eWarrants_Legislative_Checklist
https://publicsafety.ohio.gov/what-we-do/our-programs/ewarrants-sa/about-sa


Electronic Warrants

December 2025

State authorizes electronic warrants as a 
tool to expedite the collection of 
evidence of impaired driving when a 
warrant is required
46 states & DC

State does not authorize electronic  
warrants as a tool to expedite the        
collection of evidence of impaired 
driving when a warrant is required
4 states



Background
Enforcing impaired driving laws involving 
drugs—such as cannabis, opioids, or prescription 
medications—increasingly depends on blood 
toxicology. Unlike alcohol, which can be 
measured reliably with a roadside breath test, 
drug impairment requires laboratory analysis of a 
blood sample. Because drugs like THC and certain 
opioids metabolize quickly, any delay in obtaining 
that sample can weaken or even eliminate critical 
evidence.

Law Enforcement Phlebotomy Programs address 
this challenge by training and certifying police 
officers to perform forensic blood draws, typically 
under a search warrant or implied consent 
authority. Instead of transporting suspects to 
hospitals—which often leads to long wait times 
or medical refusals—trained officers can collect 
samples at a police station or in a designated 
mobile unit.

These programs reduce processing time, preserve evidence quality, lessen the burden on medical staff, and 
allow impaired driving cases to move forward more efficiently and accurately.

Data and Research  
•	 Time Efficiency: Phlebotomy-trained officers can complete a blood draw in 5–10 minutes upon arrival, 

compared to up to 3–6 hours using the hospital transport and blood draw method. 

•	 Reduced Refusals: When the Arizona Officer Phlebotomy Program started in 1995, the statewide refusal 
rate was 20%. By 2007, that rate had dropped to 8.56%. According to the Arizona Governor’s Office of 
Highway Safety the refusal rates dropped due to:  

	� greater public awareness about the consequences of DUI blood draw refusals, which results in the 
loss of their drivers license for a period of one year, 

	� a zero tolerance approach by law enforcement; 

	� search warrants—judges are available 24 hours a day to process warrants; and

	� better interagency cooperation.	

Law Enforcement 
Phlebotomy
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Policy Recommendation
To fully leverage the benefits of forensic phlebotomy and improve impaired driving prosecution 
rates, we recommend the following policy actions:

•	 Enact State Legislation that allows a law enforcement officer to conduct a forensic blood draw 
as a “qualified person” for investigative purposes.

•	 Mandate and provide dedicated funding (e.g., NHTSA Section 402/405 grant funds) to 
establish or expand Law Enforcement Phlebotomy Programs, including subsidized training 
courses and initial equipment kits.

•	 Require mandatory annual or biennial recertification for all law enforcement phlebotomists, 
including refresher training and a minimum number of successful venipunctures (e.g., 6 successful 
draws per year, as seen in some state models) to maintain proficiency and uphold evidentiary 
standards.

Relevant Research
For more resources and tools visit newsroom.aaa.com/impaireddriving.

•	 Strengthened Cases: The shortened timeline ensures the chemical sample is collected closer to the 
time of driving, providing a more accurate measure of the subject’s impairment level. This simplification 
of the chain of custody results in stronger cases and fewer dismissals. 

•	 Cost Savings: Law enforcement phlebotomy saves money on blood draw fees from hospitals and 
contracted phlebotomists, court costs from bringing in outside phlebotomists as witnesses, and 
minimizes time spent completing blood draws by non-law enforcement means.

http://newsroom.aaa.com/impaireddriving
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Resources and Tools 

Frequently Asked Questions: 

1. Doesn’t this put officers at risk or go beyond their role? 
Officers are thoroughly trained in sterile technique, safety protocols, and patient care. The 
program is strictly regulated, and participation is voluntary. It ensures officers can collect 
evidence without relying on medical staff who may be unavailable. 

2. How does this benefit the justice system and public safety? 
Faster, reliable blood collection reduces case backlogs, increases the likelihood of successful 
prosecutions, and deters impaired driving by ensuring offenders are held accountable. 

3. Could this program unfairly target certain communities? 
No. Blood draws are only conducted on individuals suspected of impairment based on observed 
behavior or testing, not arbitrarily. Standardized procedures and oversight help ensure equitable 
and consistent application. 

 
Additional Resources: 

1) NHTSA  
a) Law Enforcement Phlebotomy Toolkit: A Guide to Assist Law Enforcement Agencies 

With Planning and Implementing a Phlebotomy Program 
2) Responsibility.org 

a) Law Enforcement Phlebotomy Webinar 
 
 

Law Enforcement 
Phlebotomy 

https://www.nhtsa.gov/sites/nhtsa.gov/files/documents/14222-phlebotomy_toolkit_final-032819-v1a_tag_0.pdf
https://www.nhtsa.gov/sites/nhtsa.gov/files/documents/14222-phlebotomy_toolkit_final-032819-v1a_tag_0.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d6VAIbiZMCY


Law Enforcement 
Phlebotomy

December 2025

State allows law enforcement and other 
qualified personnel to become certified 
phlebotomists 
22 states

State does not allow law enforcement 
and other qualified personnel to become 
certified phlebotomists
28 states & DC



Background
While alcohol-impaired driving remains a leading 
and persistent challenge, drugs other than alcohol 
have rapidly become a growing factor in crashes, 
injuries, and fatalities. To combat drug-impaired 
driving, the International Association of Chiefs of 
Police (IACP) and the National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration (NHTSA) sponsor the Drug 
Evaluation and Classification (DEC) Program. 
Under the DEC Program, law enforcement officers 
are eligible to receive Advanced Roadside Impaired 
Driving Enforcement (ARIDE) training as well as 
additional training to become a Drug Recognition 
Expert (DRE).

DRE officers are able to better identify drivers who 
may be under the influence of a drug or driving in 
an impaired condition by checking for signs and 
symptoms of drug use as well as the presence 
drugs.

The ARIDE program is designed to bridge the gap between basic Standardized Field Sobriety Testing 
(SFST), which focuses primarily on alcohol, and the advanced DRE program. The goal of ARIDE is to 
provide a broader base of officers with the knowledge to identify and articulate the observable signs of 
impairment, related to drugs, alcohol, or a combination of both at the roadside, that warrants calling a DRE 
for a full evaluation.

Specialized training programs for law enforcement officers, such as ARIDE and DRE, equip officers to 
recognize signs of impairment and are among the most effective tools available to combat drugged driving. 
However, implementation of these programs varies widely across states due to differing challenges related 
to program expansion, long-term sustainability, and support from court officials and law enforcement 
leadership. 

In 2024, AAA partnered with IACP to conduct its third survey of DEC program coordinators, aiming to 
identify state-level barriers and opportunities in funding, capacity, training, DRE retention, administration, 
and policy support.28

Supporting Drug Evaluation 
and Classification Programs
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Policy Recommendation
The DEC program is an effective tool for combating drugged driving by providing law enforcement 
with diagnostic expertise. States and traffic safety organizations should work with their DEC 
program coordinator on the opportunities noted in the survey to help strengthen the DEC program 
in their state. 

Relevant Research
For more resources and tools visit newsroom.aaa.com/impaireddriving.

Key Survey Findings  
•	 While most states don’t report insufficient funding as a problem, some DEC program coordinators 

report they need funding for additional resources that cannot be purchased using Highway Safety 
Grants, including recruitment efforts and food for training.

•	 Many states note that funds are needed to backfill patrol officers who are in DEC program training or 
support overtime costs for off-duty call-outs for DRE evaluations and testimony.

•	 Some states have issues serving rural regions or are geographically too large for the current number of 
DREs to cover.

•	 Most states report having trouble retaining active DREs. As DREs are among the best officers, they are 
often promoted to other positions and let their certification lapse voluntarily.

•	 Officers face burnout and frustration due to the lack of prosecutions. Confusion about impaired driving 
laws in states with legalized cannabis and decriminalized drugs might be a factor here.

•	 Education is needed on the impairing effects of cannabis. Increased drug-impaired driving arrests have 
been observed in states with legalized recreational or medicinal cannabis and in neighboring states. 
However, some states see a reluctance to prosecute due to a lack of education on the impairing effect 
of cannabis on driving.

http://newsroom.aaa.com/impaireddriving
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Resources and Tools 

Frequently Asked Questions: 

1. Why should states expand their Drug Evaluation and Classification (DEC) programs? 
Drug-impaired driving is rising fast and DEC programs train Drug Recognition Experts—DREs—
to spot and document drug impairment in ways a breath test can’t. More trained officers mean 
more accurate stops, stronger cases, and safer roads. 

2. What makes Drug Recognition Experts so effective? 
DREs are the gold standard for detecting drug impairment. Their training is science-based, 
nationally standardized, and backed by NHTSA and toxicologists. They know the difference 
between fatigue, a medical issue, and drug use—something technology alone can’t yet do. 

3. What are the biggest challenges to expanding these programs? 
Capacity and coverage. Many states have too few DREs to meet the need, especially in rural 
areas. Additionally, law enforcement reports not having the funding to backfill patrol officers 
while officers are in training for Advanced Roadside Impaired Driving Enforcement (ARIDE) or 
DRE. Lawmakers can fix that by funding training, improving data systems, and supporting 
partnerships between police, labs, and prosecutors. 

4. Some say DRE programs don’t make a real dent in drugged driving. What’s the response? 
DREs are a critical piece of the puzzle—not the whole solution. DREs make sure drug-impaired 
drivers are identified and taken off the road today while helping build the data that fuels better 
prevention and technology tomorrow. Without them, enforcement is flying blind. 

Additional Resources: 
1) AAA 

a. Barriers and Opportunities for State and Drug Evaluation and Classification (DEC) 
Programs (Available upon request) 

2) International Association of Chiefs of Police (IACP) 
a. Utilization of DREs 
b. DRE State Coordinator List 
c. State DRE Websites 
d. DRE Marketing & Recruiting Toolkit 
e. Additional DRE Resources 

Supporting Drug Evaluation 
and Classification Programs 

https://vimeo.com/588512390/af45741dfe
https://www.theiacp.org/sites/default/files/DECP_Website_Docs/DRE_State_Coordinator_List.pdf
https://www.theiacp.org/iacp-state-dre-websites
https://www.theiacp.org/sites/default/files/DECP_Website_Docs/DRE_MarketingandRecruiting_Toolkit.pdf
https://www.theiacp.org/additional-dre-resources


Background
Understanding the role of drugs other than alcohol in traffic crashes remains challenging due to significant 
data gaps. Collecting and analyzing blood samples from seriously injured or fatally injured drivers can be 
costly and logistically difficult. Even when drug testing is conducted, the data collected is often inconsistent 
or incomplete, limiting its usefulness. To truly understand and address drug-impaired driving (DUID), states 
need more comprehensive, high-quality data.

The Challenge: Disconnected and Unreliable Data
Current data systems fail to provide a coherent picture of the drug-impaired driving crisis due to several 
structural deficiencies:
1.	 Lack of Linkage Between Data Systems: State data is typically held in three separate silos (Police Crash 

Records, Forensic Lab Toxicology Reports, and Court Adjudication/Conviction Records) that rarely 
communicate effectively. Without a seamless electronic linkage, it is impossible to determine if a driver 
involved in a fatal crash who tested positive for drugs was actually convicted of DUID.

2.	 Inconsistent Testing and Reporting: Data quality varies widely by jurisdiction. Many forensic labs 
practice “stop-limit testing,” where they cease testing for drugs once a driver is found to be over the 
legal limit for alcohol. This practice results in the massive underreporting of polysubstance impairment 
(alcohol and other drugs). Furthermore, the specific drug panels tested differ by state, making it 
impossible to compare DUID trends nationally.29 

3.	 Inadequacy of Federal Reporting Systems: The Fatality Analysis Reporting System (FARS)—the 
national census of fatal crashes—has historical limitations, particularly in drug reporting. While it records 
the presence of a drug, it does not include an estimate of impairment level or sufficient detail to 
capture all instances of drug use, hindering accurate research and risk assessment. 

The Impact of Fragmented Data
These data system deficiencies create profound problems for public safety efforts:
•	 Ineffective Countermeasure Development: Policymakers cannot pass effective per se or impairment 

laws, nor can law enforcement prioritize training for emerging drug threats (e.g., synthetic opioids), if 
they lack accurate data on the specific drugs causing crashes.

•	 Misallocation of Resources: State highway safety offices cannot allocate limited funds effectively if they 
don’t know the true scope and nature of the DUID problem in their jurisdiction.

•	 Compromised Research and Public Awareness: The lack of reliable, standardized data prevents 
researchers from establishing a clear, causal link between drug concentrations (e.g., THC nanograms/
mL) and actual driving impairment, which undermines efforts to set legally defensible impairment 
thresholds and develop targeted public awareness campaigns.

Drug-Impaired Driving  
Data Collection
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Policy Recommendation
To effectively combat drug-impaired driving, immediate action is required to fix the structural 
flaws in data collection and reporting systems. The 2018 report, Enhancing Drugged Driving 
Data: State-Level Recommendations by the AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety, identified seven 
recommendations for improving drugged-driving data collection aimed at current laws and policies: 

1.	 Implied Consent Laws: Should extend to drugs and support the collection of blood and/or oral 
fluid for drug testing. The laws should include the collection of a specimen or specimens for 
multiple tests. Suspects should not be permitted to choose the type of test(s).

2.	 Collection and Testing of Specimens for Drugs: Law enforcement officers (LEOs) should be 
authorized and encouraged to collect and test specimens for drugs on all Driving Under the 
Influence/Driving Under the Influence of Drugs (DUI/DUID) arrestees, with probable cause and a 
warrant for a blood test.

3.	 Drug Testing and Reporting for Surviving Drivers: Drug testing should be authorized and 
encouraged for all surviving drivers in fatal and serious injury crashes (and the results reported) 
when there is probable cause that impairment was a factor.

4.	 Drug Testing and Reporting for All Fatally Injured Drivers: Enact laws and/or implement 
policies mandating drug testing and reporting of the test results for all fatally injured drivers.

5.	 Distinguish Among Impaired Driving Offenses in Data: Update data collection and reporting 
systems to distinguish among impaired-driving offenses (DUI, DUID, and both) in all relevant 
data, particularly citation data.

6.	 Penalty for DUID Test Refusal: At a minimum, the penalty for a refusal to provide a specimen for 
drug testing should be at least as severe as for a first DUID offense.

Relevant Research
For more resources and tools visit newsroom.aaa.com/impaireddriving.

http://newsroom.aaa.com/impaireddriving
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Resources and Tools 

Frequently Asked Questions: 

1. Why is better data so important to understanding and reducing drugged driving? 
You can’t fix what you can’t measure. Right now, most states lack reliable data on how drugs, 
other than alcohol, contribute to crashes because testing is inconsistent and often incomplete. 
Better data means clearer insight into the scope of the problem—and smarter, more targeted 
policy and enforcement solutions. 

2. What’s wrong with the data states collect today? 
Testing for impairing substances, including alcohol and other drugs, after serious or fatal crashes 
is often limited, delayed, or inconsistent across jurisdictions. Many labs don’t test for the full 
range of drugs, and results aren’t always shared or linked to crash records. The result is an 
unclear picture that hampers prevention, enforcement, and resource allocation. 

3. How can lawmakers help improve the quality of drug-impaired driving data? 
States can modernize crash and toxicology data systems, fund consistent post-crash testing, and 
ensure agencies share results across public safety, health, and forensic networks. Investing in 
better data isn’t just about statistics—it’s about saving lives through informed decisions and 
effective solutions. 

 
Additional Resources: 

1) AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety 
a. Advancing Drugged Driving Data at the State Level: State-by-State Assessment 
b. Advancing Drugged Driving Data at the State Level: Synthesis of Barriers and 

Expert Panel Recommendations 
c. Enhancing Drugged Driving Data: State-Level Recommendations 

2) NHTSA 
a. Drug-Impaired Driving Data Collection: Report to Congress 
b. Drug Testing and Traffic Safety: What You Need to Know 

 
 

Drugged Driving Data 
Collection 

https://aaafoundation.org/advancing-drugged-driving-data-at-the-state-level-state-by-state-assessment/
https://aaafoundation.org/advancing-drugged-driving-data-at-the-state-level-synthesis-of-barriers-and-expert-panel-recommendations/
https://aaafoundation.org/advancing-drugged-driving-data-at-the-state-level-synthesis-of-barriers-and-expert-panel-recommendations/
https://aaafoundation.org/enhancing-drugged-driving-data-state-level-recommendations/
https://rosap.ntl.bts.gov/view/dot/74245
https://rosap.ntl.bts.gov/view/dot/60969


Background
Drug-impaired driving is rising across the country, 
but the forensic toxicology laboratories needed to 
detect and prosecute these offenses are struggling 
to keep up. Chronic backlogs and limited resources 
mean delayed results, dismissed cases, and missed 
opportunities to hold impaired drivers accountable. 

Without timely toxicology support, even the 
best enforcement strategies fall short. Sustained 
investment in laboratory capacity, modern 
instrumentation, and specialized personnel is 
essential to ensure drug-impaired driving cases can 
be fully investigated and prosecuted—and to make 
our roads safer for everyone.

The Current Challenge:  
Capacity Gaps and Case Backlogs  
Research and national assessments consistently show that toxicology labs are under-resourced relative to 
rising demand and often miss the opportunity to identify drug-impaired drivers:

•	 In 2019, the National Institute of Justice reported that state and local forensic laboratories were 
understaffed by more than 900 positions and those shortfalls resulted in growing backlogs as 
turnaround times increased.31

•	 Researchers from the Center for Forensic Science Research and Education examined blood samples 
from over 2,500 suspected driving under the influence of drugs (DUID) cases in which only alcohol 
was initially identified. The study found that cases with blood alcohol content (BAC) of 0.10 were also 
positive for other drugs 17.3% of the time. These results spotlight the issue of stop limit testing, where 
further lab testing is cut off after evidence of BAC that meets or exceeds a pre-determined threshold 
(typically 0.08 or 0.10), which can miss many drug-positive cases.32 

•	 Reporting on BAC levels for persons involved in fatal crashes varies from state to state, with testing 
rates decreasing from 2012 to 2021.33 

Toxicology Labs

Impaired Driving Issue Brief



Policy Recommendation
To improve impaired-driving enforcement and public safety, policymakers should consider the 
following actions:

1.	 Expand Laboratory Capacity: 
a.	 Increase funding for state and local forensic labs to reduce case backlogs. 
b.	 Support regional lab networks to share capacity across jurisdictions.

2.	 Invest in Workforce Development: 
a.	 Fund training programs to address toxicologist shortages. 
b.	 Support cross-training for law enforcement and prosecutors on interpreting toxicology  
	 results, and for toxicologists on how to testify successfully in court.

3.	 Modernize Technology and Equipment: 
a.	 Upgrade instruments and implement high-throughput automation. 
b.	 Adopt electronic evidence management systems to streamline workflows.

Relevant Research
For more resources and tools visit newsroom.aaa.com/impaireddriving.

http://newsroom.aaa.com/impaireddriving
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Resources and Tools 

Frequently Asked Questions: 

1. Why do toxicology labs matter in determining guilt or innocence in impaired-driving 
cases? 
Laboratory testing provides the definitive evidence needed to prove—or rule out—impairment 
by drugs or alcohol. Without timely lab results, prosecutors may be forced to drop or reduce 
charges, while innocent drivers may remain in legal limbo. 

2. Can courts rely on field tests or roadside screenings instead of lab confirmation? 
No. Roadside breath tests work for alcohol, but most other drugs cannot be detected or 
accurately quantified without laboratory analysis. Courts generally require toxicology 
confirmation before proceeding with prosecution—especially in serious injury or repeat-offender 
cases. 

3. What happens when lab results are delayed? 
Delayed results weaken cases. Prosecutors may miss filing deadlines, defendants may go 
months without resolution, and judges may dismiss charges due to procedural delays. Justice 
delayed can become justice denied—for both victims and defendants. 

4. Is this just a criminal justice efficiency issue, or does it affect public safety? 
Both. When impaired drivers avoid accountability due to lab backlogs, it undermines deterrence 
and weakens public trust. Strengthening labs ensures that dangerous drivers are prosecuted 
swiftly and appropriately—which in turn increases compliance with impaired-driving laws. 

5. What specific policy solutions can lawmakers pursue? 
Legislature-led investments in forensic staffing, modern testing instruments, regional lab 
expansion, and mandated reporting on turnaround times can dramatically improve case 
processing and conviction integrity—without increasing enforcement burdens on officers or 
courts. 
 

 
 
 
 

Toxicology Labs 
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Additional Resources: 
1) Responsibility.org 

a) Critical DUI System Reforms: Toxicology  
2) US Department of Transportation 

a) Drug Testing Laboratories 
3) Society of Forensic Toxicologists 

a) Tox Talk: Three Things You Should Know About Obtaining Toxicology Resources 
4) The Center for Forensic Science Research & Education 

a) Assessing Impaired Driving Through Comprehensive Forensic Toxicology: A Multistate 
Approach 

5) National Transportation Safety Board 
a) Alcohol, Other Drug, and Multiple Drug Use Among Drivers  

 
 

https://www.responsibility.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/FAAR_4037-HRID_Critical-DUI-System-Reforms-Toxicology_V1.pdf
https://www.transportation.gov/odapc/labs
https://www.soft-tox.org/assets/ToxResources/Tox%20Talk_%20Three%20Things%20You%20Should%20Know%20About%20Tox%20Resources.docx.pdf
https://www.cfsre.org/images/content/research/toxicology/NASID-Forensic-Technology-Doc.pdf
https://www.cfsre.org/images/content/research/toxicology/NASID-Forensic-Technology-Doc.pdf
https://www.ntsb.gov/safety/safety-studies/Documents/SRR2202.pdf


State

All-Offender 
Ignition 

Interlocks

Operational 
Sobriety 

Checkpoints
Alcohol Open 
Container Law 0.05 BAC

Operational 
Oral Fluid 
Screening

Operational 
E-Warrant 
Systems

Law 
Enforcement 
Phlebotomy 

ALABAMA       

ALASKA       

ARIZONA       

ARKANSAS       

CALIFORNIA       

COLORADO       

CONNECTICUT       

DELAWARE       

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA       

FLORIDA       

GEORGIA       

HAWAII       

IDAHO       

ILLINOIS       

INDIANA       

IOWA       

KANSAS       

KENTUCKY       

LOUISIANA       

MAINE       

MARYLAND       

MASSACHUSETTS       

MICHIGAN       

MINNESOTA       

MISSISSIPPI       

MISSOURI       

MONTANA       

NEBRASKA       

NEVADA       

NEW HAMPSHIRE       

NEW JERSEY       

NEW MEXICO       

NEW YORK       

NORTH CAROLINA       

NORTH DAKOTA       

OHIO       

OKLAHOMA       

OREGON       

PENNSYLVANIA       

RHODE ISLAND       

SOUTH CAROLINA       

SOUTH DAKOTA       

TENNESSEE       

TEXAS       

UTAH       

VERMONT       

VIRGINIA       

WASHINGTON       

WEST VIRGINIA       

WISCONSIN       

WYOMING       

Total 12+DC 37+DC 40+DC 1 9 47 22

  Meets recommendation        Does not meet recommendation        No law
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Background
Substance-impaired driving is a national public health crisis. Alcohol impaired-driving deaths account for almost 
a third of all traffic fatalities in the U.S. each year. 

Drug-impaired driving is also on the rise. According to a 2022 study, 56% of drivers involved in serious crashes 
tested positive for alcohol or other drugs, with cannabis use among drivers significantly increasing over the past 
decade.1 Combining substances, like alcohol and other drugs, increases impairment risks. 

Impaired drivers are more likely to speed, drive drowsy, and forgo seatbelts—factors that greatly increase crash 
fatality risk. Curbing impaired driving, in turn, saves lives.

According to the AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety, drivers overwhelmingly perceive drunk driving as dangerous 
(93%) and socially unacceptable. Yet 7% admitted to engaging in this behavior in the previous 30 days. 
Additionally, 85.1% of drivers felt driving within an hour of using cannabis to be very or extremely dangerous,  
and 6.4% reported having done so in the previous 30 days.

Impaired Driving Countermeasures
AAA and MADD are dedicated to promoting driver safety through education, advocacy, enforcement and 
research. To combat impaired driving, below is a list of countermeasures that, if enacted, would save lives  
and lead to states saving millions of dollars. For additional information on these, and other countermeasures,  
visit newsroom.aaa.com/impaireddriving.

Ignition Interlock Devices (IIDs)
An alcohol breath-screening device installed 
in a vehicle and often used as a condition of 
license reinstatement. Requiring all offenders 
to install an IID can reduce fatal impaired-
driving crashes by up to 26%.

0.05 BAC
Lowering the BAC for per se impaired driving 
from 0.08 to 0.05 can lead to approximately 
11% fewer impaired driving–related fatalities.

Sobriety Checkpoints
Highly visible, regularly utilized sobriety 
checkpoints can reduce fatal impaired-driving 
crashes by up to 20%. 

Alcohol Open Container Laws
Banning the use or possession of alcohol in the 
passenger area of the vehicle can reduce the 
fatality rate per 100,000 by up to 7%.

Oral Fluid Field Screening
Testing oral fluid for the presence of drugs 
improves the early detection of impaired 
driving.

E-warrant Systems
The use of electronic warrants for impaired 
driving offenses helps to reduce evidence 
collection delays and enhances enforcement.  

Law Enforcement Phlebotomy
Allowing law enforcement and other qualified 
personnel who have met the required state 
training and certification to draw blood for 
investigative purposes ensures reliable, timely 
evidence collection.

* State ranking is based on impaired-driving fatalities per 100 million vehicle miles traveled, with rank 1 indicating the lowest fatality rate.  
Sources: FARS 2023 Annual Report File (ARF); VMT – Federal Highway Administration (FHWA)

Impaired Driving
State Rank:*

ALABAMA

32
Impaired Driving Fatalities

National: 12,431
State: 283

http://newsroom.aaa.com/impaireddriving


  Meets recommendation        Does not meet recommendation        No law

1.	 Thomas, F. D., Darrah, J., Graham, L., Berning, A., Blomberg, R., Finstad, K., Griggs, C., Crandall, M., Schulman, C. Kozar, R., Lai, J., Mohr, N., Chenoweth, J., Cunningham, K., Babu, K., Dorfman, J., Van Heukelom, J., Ehsani, J., 
Fell, J., … & Moore, C. (2022, December). Drug prevalence among seriously or fatally injured road users (Report No. DOT HS 813 399). National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. https://doi.org/10.21949/1528627

Policy Approach
Meets 

Recommendations Opportunities Potential Benefits

All-Offender Ignition 
Interlock Device 
Requirement 

•	 Require all offenders to install an IID to drive or return 
to an unrestricted license.

•	 Screen all participants in the ignition interlock 
program to identify offenders that may benefit from 
substance abuse treatment.

Sobriety Checkpoints 

0.05 BAC Per Se Limit


•	 Lower the per se limit for impairment to 0.05 BAC. Possible Lives Saved: 31  

Economic Impact: $409,200,000 

Alcohol Open  
Container Law 

Oral Fluid Testing 

Electronic Warrants 

Law Enforcement 
Phlebotomy



•	 Allow law enforcement officers and other qualified 
personnel who have state training to become certified 
phlebotomists, or otherwise legally permitted to draw 
blood for investigative purposes.

Help reduce evidence collection 
delays and enhance enforcement.

ALABAMA: Impaired Driving Policies and Practices December 2025

https://doi.org/10.21949/1528627


Background
Substance-impaired driving is a national public health crisis. Alcohol impaired-driving deaths account for almost 
a third of all traffic fatalities in the U.S. each year. 

Drug-impaired driving is also on the rise. According to a 2022 study, 56% of drivers involved in serious crashes 
tested positive for alcohol or other drugs, with cannabis use among drivers significantly increasing over the past 
decade.1 Combining substances, like alcohol and other drugs, increases impairment risks. 

Impaired drivers are more likely to speed, drive drowsy, and forgo seatbelts—factors that greatly increase crash 
fatality risk. Curbing impaired driving, in turn, saves lives.

According to the AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety, drivers overwhelmingly perceive drunk driving as dangerous 
(93%) and socially unacceptable. Yet 7% admitted to engaging in this behavior in the previous 30 days. 
Additionally, 85.1% of drivers felt driving within an hour of using cannabis to be very or extremely dangerous,  
and 6.4% reported having done so in the previous 30 days.

Impaired Driving Countermeasures
AAA and MADD are dedicated to promoting driver safety through education, advocacy, enforcement and 
research. To combat impaired driving, below is a list of countermeasures that, if enacted, would save lives  
and lead to states saving millions of dollars. For additional information on these, and other countermeasures,  
visit newsroom.aaa.com/impaireddriving.

Ignition Interlock Devices (IIDs)
An alcohol breath-screening device installed 
in a vehicle and often used as a condition of 
license reinstatement. Requiring all offenders 
to install an IID can reduce fatal impaired-
driving crashes by up to 26%.

0.05 BAC
Lowering the BAC for per se impaired driving 
from 0.08 to 0.05 can lead to approximately 
11% fewer impaired driving–related fatalities.

Sobriety Checkpoints
Highly visible, regularly utilized sobriety 
checkpoints can reduce fatal impaired-driving 
crashes by up to 20%. 

Alcohol Open Container Laws
Banning the use or possession of alcohol in the 
passenger area of the vehicle can reduce the 
fatality rate per 100,000 by up to 7%.

Oral Fluid Field Screening
Testing oral fluid for the presence of drugs 
improves the early detection of impaired 
driving.

E-warrant Systems
The use of electronic warrants for impaired 
driving offenses helps to reduce evidence 
collection delays and enhances enforcement.  

Law Enforcement Phlebotomy
Allowing law enforcement and other qualified 
personnel who have met the required state 
training and certification to draw blood for 
investigative purposes ensures reliable, timely 
evidence collection.

* State ranking is based on impaired-driving fatalities per 100 million vehicle miles traveled, with rank 1 indicating the lowest fatality rate.  
Sources: FARS 2023 Annual Report File (ARF); VMT – Federal Highway Administration (FHWA)

Impaired Driving
State Rank:*

ALASKA

8
Impaired Driving Fatalities

National: 12,431
State: 15

http://newsroom.aaa.com/impaireddriving


  Meets recommendation        Does not meet recommendation        No law

1.	 Thomas, F. D., Darrah, J., Graham, L., Berning, A., Blomberg, R., Finstad, K., Griggs, C., Crandall, M., Schulman, C. Kozar, R., Lai, J., Mohr, N., Chenoweth, J., Cunningham, K., Babu, K., Dorfman, J., Van Heukelom, J., Ehsani, J., 
Fell, J., … & Moore, C. (2022, December). Drug prevalence among seriously or fatally injured road users (Report No. DOT HS 813 399). National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. https://doi.org/10.21949/1528627

Policy Approach
Meets 

Recommendations Opportunities Potential Benefits

All-Offender Ignition 
Interlock Device 
Requirement 

•	 Enact compliance-based removal for IID programs.

•	 Enact graduated sanctions for IID violations.

•	 Ensure IID availability during administrative license 
suspension.

Sobriety Checkpoints


•	 Permit and regularly utilize sobriety checkpoints that 
meet or exceed the legal standards.

Possible Lives Saved: 1 

Economic Impact: $13,200,000 

0.05 BAC Per Se Limit


•	 Lower the per se limit for impairment to 0.05 BAC. Possible Lives Saved:  2  

Economic Impact: $26,400,000

Alcohol Open  
Container Law 

•	 Ban the use and possession of any open container 
of alcoholic beverage or its use within the passenger 
compartment.

Possible Lives Saved:  3 

Economic Impact: $39,600,000

Oral Fluid Testing


•	 Permit and utilize the collection of oral fluid to detect 
drugs for impaired-driving investigations.

Ability to rapidly detect recent drug 
and multi-substance drug use.

Electronic Warrants 

Law Enforcement 
Phlebotomy



•	 Allow law enforcement officers and other qualified 
personnel who have state training to become certified 
phlebotomists, or otherwise legally permitted to draw 
blood for investigative purposes.

Help reduce evidence collection 
delays and enhance enforcement.

ALASKA: Impaired Driving Policies and Practices December 2025

https://doi.org/10.21949/1528627


Background
Substance-impaired driving is a national public health crisis. Alcohol impaired-driving deaths account for almost 
a third of all traffic fatalities in the U.S. each year. 

Drug-impaired driving is also on the rise. According to a 2022 study, 56% of drivers involved in serious crashes 
tested positive for alcohol or other drugs, with cannabis use among drivers significantly increasing over the past 
decade.1 Combining substances, like alcohol and other drugs, increases impairment risks. 

Impaired drivers are more likely to speed, drive drowsy, and forgo seatbelts—factors that greatly increase crash 
fatality risk. Curbing impaired driving, in turn, saves lives.

According to the AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety, drivers overwhelmingly perceive drunk driving as dangerous 
(93%) and socially unacceptable. Yet 7% admitted to engaging in this behavior in the previous 30 days. 
Additionally, 85.1% of drivers felt driving within an hour of using cannabis to be very or extremely dangerous,  
and 6.4% reported having done so in the previous 30 days.

Impaired Driving Countermeasures
AAA and MADD are dedicated to promoting driver safety through education, advocacy, enforcement and 
research. To combat impaired driving, below is a list of countermeasures that, if enacted, would save lives  
and lead to states saving millions of dollars. For additional information on these, and other countermeasures,  
visit newsroom.aaa.com/impaireddriving.

Ignition Interlock Devices (IIDs)
An alcohol breath-screening device installed 
in a vehicle and often used as a condition of 
license reinstatement. Requiring all offenders 
to install an IID can reduce fatal impaired-
driving crashes by up to 26%.

0.05 BAC
Lowering the BAC for per se impaired driving 
from 0.08 to 0.05 can lead to approximately 
11% fewer impaired driving–related fatalities.

Sobriety Checkpoints
Highly visible, regularly utilized sobriety 
checkpoints can reduce fatal impaired-driving 
crashes by up to 20%. 

Alcohol Open Container Laws
Banning the use or possession of alcohol in the 
passenger area of the vehicle can reduce the 
fatality rate per 100,000 by up to 7%.

Oral Fluid Field Screening
Testing oral fluid for the presence of drugs 
improves the early detection of impaired 
driving.

E-warrant Systems
The use of electronic warrants for impaired 
driving offenses helps to reduce evidence 
collection delays and enhances enforcement.  

Law Enforcement Phlebotomy
Allowing law enforcement and other qualified 
personnel who have met the required state 
training and certification to draw blood for 
investigative purposes ensures reliable, timely 
evidence collection.

* State ranking is based on impaired-driving fatalities per 100 million vehicle miles traveled, with rank 1 indicating the lowest fatality rate.  
Sources: FARS 2023 Annual Report File (ARF); VMT – Federal Highway Administration (FHWA)

Impaired Driving
State Rank:*

50
Impaired Driving Fatalities

National: 12,431
State: 429

ARIZONA
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  Meets recommendation        Does not meet recommendation        No law

1.	 Thomas, F. D., Darrah, J., Graham, L., Berning, A., Blomberg, R., Finstad, K., Griggs, C., Crandall, M., Schulman, C. Kozar, R., Lai, J., Mohr, N., Chenoweth, J., Cunningham, K., Babu, K., Dorfman, J., Van Heukelom, J., Ehsani, J., 
Fell, J., … & Moore, C. (2022, December). Drug prevalence among seriously or fatally injured road users (Report No. DOT HS 813 399). National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. https://doi.org/10.21949/1528627

Policy Approach
Meets 

Recommendations Opportunities Potential Benefits

All-Offender Ignition 
Interlock Device 
Requirement


•	 Ensure IID availability during administrative license 

suspension.

Sobriety Checkpoints 

0.05 BAC Per Se Limit


•	 Lower the per se limit for impairment to 0.05 BAC. Possible Lives Saved: 47  

Economic Impact: $620,400,000 

Alcohol Open  
Container Law 

Oral Fluid Testing


•	 Permit and utilize the collection of oral fluid to detect 
drugs for impaired-driving investigations.

Ability to rapidly detect recent drug 
and multi-substance drug use.

Electronic Warrants 

Law Enforcement 
Phlebotomy 

ARIZONA: Impaired Driving Policies and Practices December 2025

https://doi.org/10.21949/1528627


Background
Substance-impaired driving is a national public health crisis. Alcohol impaired-driving deaths account for almost 
a third of all traffic fatalities in the U.S. each year. 

Drug-impaired driving is also on the rise. According to a 2022 study, 56% of drivers involved in serious crashes 
tested positive for alcohol or other drugs, with cannabis use among drivers significantly increasing over the past 
decade.1 Combining substances, like alcohol and other drugs, increases impairment risks. 

Impaired drivers are more likely to speed, drive drowsy, and forgo seatbelts—factors that greatly increase crash 
fatality risk. Curbing impaired driving, in turn, saves lives.

According to the AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety, drivers overwhelmingly perceive drunk driving as dangerous 
(93%) and socially unacceptable. Yet 7% admitted to engaging in this behavior in the previous 30 days. 
Additionally, 85.1% of drivers felt driving within an hour of using cannabis to be very or extremely dangerous,  
and 6.4% reported having done so in the previous 30 days.

Impaired Driving Countermeasures
AAA and MADD are dedicated to promoting driver safety through education, advocacy, enforcement and 
research. To combat impaired driving, below is a list of countermeasures that, if enacted, would save lives  
and lead to states saving millions of dollars. For additional information on these, and other countermeasures,  
visit newsroom.aaa.com/impaireddriving.

Ignition Interlock Devices (IIDs)
An alcohol breath-screening device installed 
in a vehicle and often used as a condition of 
license reinstatement. Requiring all offenders 
to install an IID can reduce fatal impaired-
driving crashes by up to 26%.

0.05 BAC
Lowering the BAC for per se impaired driving 
from 0.08 to 0.05 can lead to approximately 
11% fewer impaired driving–related fatalities.

Sobriety Checkpoints
Highly visible, regularly utilized sobriety 
checkpoints can reduce fatal impaired-driving 
crashes by up to 20%. 

Alcohol Open Container Laws
Banning the use or possession of alcohol in the 
passenger area of the vehicle can reduce the 
fatality rate per 100,000 by up to 7%.

Oral Fluid Field Screening
Testing oral fluid for the presence of drugs 
improves the early detection of impaired 
driving.

E-warrant Systems
The use of electronic warrants for impaired 
driving offenses helps to reduce evidence 
collection delays and enhances enforcement.  

Law Enforcement Phlebotomy
Allowing law enforcement and other qualified 
personnel who have met the required state 
training and certification to draw blood for 
investigative purposes ensures reliable, timely 
evidence collection.

* State ranking is based on impaired-driving fatalities per 100 million vehicle miles traveled, with rank 1 indicating the lowest fatality rate.  
Sources: FARS 2023 Annual Report File (ARF); VMT – Federal Highway Administration (FHWA)

Impaired Driving
State Rank:*

35
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National: 12,431
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  Meets recommendation        Does not meet recommendation        No law

1.	 Thomas, F. D., Darrah, J., Graham, L., Berning, A., Blomberg, R., Finstad, K., Griggs, C., Crandall, M., Schulman, C. Kozar, R., Lai, J., Mohr, N., Chenoweth, J., Cunningham, K., Babu, K., Dorfman, J., Van Heukelom, J., Ehsani, J., 
Fell, J., … & Moore, C. (2022, December). Drug prevalence among seriously or fatally injured road users (Report No. DOT HS 813 399). National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. https://doi.org/10.21949/1528627

Policy Approach
Meets 

Recommendations Opportunities Potential Benefits

All-Offender Ignition 
Interlock Device 
Requirement



Sobriety Checkpoints 

0.05 BAC Per Se Limit


•	 Lower the per se limit for impairment to 0.05 BAC. Possible Lives Saved: 17  

Economic Impact: $224,400,000

Alcohol Open  
Container Law 

•	 Ban the use and possession of any open container 
of alcoholic beverage or its use within the passenger 
compartment.

Possible Lives Saved: 13 

Economic Impact: $171,600,000 

Oral Fluid Testing


•	 Permit and utilize the collection of oral fluid to detect 
drugs for impaired-driving investigations.

Ability to rapidly detect recent drug 
and multi-substance drug use

Electronic Warrants 

Law Enforcement 
Phlebotomy



•	 Allow law enforcement officers and other qualified 
personnel who have state training to become certified 
phlebotomists, or otherwise legally permitted to draw 
blood for investigative purposes.

Help reduce evidence collection 
delays and enhance enforcement.

ARKANSAS: Impaired Driving Policies and Practices December 2025

https://doi.org/10.21949/1528627


Background
Substance-impaired driving is a national public health crisis. Alcohol impaired-driving deaths account for almost 
a third of all traffic fatalities in the U.S. each year. 

Drug-impaired driving is also on the rise. According to a 2022 study, 56% of drivers involved in serious crashes 
tested positive for alcohol or other drugs, with cannabis use among drivers significantly increasing over the past 
decade.1 Combining substances, like alcohol and other drugs, increases impairment risks. 

Impaired drivers are more likely to speed, drive drowsy, and forgo seatbelts—factors that greatly increase crash 
fatality risk. Curbing impaired driving, in turn, saves lives.

According to the AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety, drivers overwhelmingly perceive drunk driving as dangerous 
(93%) and socially unacceptable. Yet 7% admitted to engaging in this behavior in the previous 30 days. 
Additionally, 85.1% of drivers felt driving within an hour of using cannabis to be very or extremely dangerous,  
and 6.4% reported having done so in the previous 30 days.

Impaired Driving Countermeasures
AAA and MADD are dedicated to promoting driver safety through education, advocacy, enforcement and 
research. To combat impaired driving, below is a list of countermeasures that, if enacted, would save lives  
and lead to states saving millions of dollars. For additional information on these, and other countermeasures,  
visit newsroom.aaa.com/impaireddriving.

Ignition Interlock Devices (IIDs)
An alcohol breath-screening device installed 
in a vehicle and often used as a condition of 
license reinstatement. Requiring all offenders 
to install an IID can reduce fatal impaired-
driving crashes by up to 26%.

0.05 BAC
Lowering the BAC for per se impaired driving 
from 0.08 to 0.05 can lead to approximately 
11% fewer impaired driving–related fatalities.

Sobriety Checkpoints
Highly visible, regularly utilized sobriety 
checkpoints can reduce fatal impaired-driving 
crashes by up to 20%. 

Alcohol Open Container Laws
Banning the use or possession of alcohol in the 
passenger area of the vehicle can reduce the 
fatality rate per 100,000 by up to 7%.

Oral Fluid Field Screening
Testing oral fluid for the presence of drugs 
improves the early detection of impaired 
driving.

E-warrant Systems
The use of electronic warrants for impaired 
driving offenses helps to reduce evidence 
collection delays and enhances enforcement.  

Law Enforcement Phlebotomy
Allowing law enforcement and other qualified 
personnel who have met the required state 
training and certification to draw blood for 
investigative purposes ensures reliable, timely 
evidence collection.

* State ranking is based on impaired-driving fatalities per 100 million vehicle miles traveled, with rank 1 indicating the lowest fatality rate.  
Sources: FARS 2023 Annual Report File (ARF); VMT – Federal Highway Administration (FHWA)

Impaired Driving
State Rank:*

43
Impaired Driving Fatalities

National: 12,431
State: 1,355

CALIFORNIA

http://newsroom.aaa.com/impaireddriving


  Meets recommendation        Does not meet recommendation        No law

1.	 Thomas, F. D., Darrah, J., Graham, L., Berning, A., Blomberg, R., Finstad, K., Griggs, C., Crandall, M., Schulman, C. Kozar, R., Lai, J., Mohr, N., Chenoweth, J., Cunningham, K., Babu, K., Dorfman, J., Van Heukelom, J., Ehsani, J., 
Fell, J., … & Moore, C. (2022, December). Drug prevalence among seriously or fatally injured road users (Report No. DOT HS 813 399). National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. https://doi.org/10.21949/1528627

Policy Approach
Meets 

Recommendations Opportunities Potential Benefits

All-Offender Ignition 
Interlock Device 
Requirement


•	 Require all offenders to install an IID to drive or return 

to an unrestricted license.
Possible Lives Saved: 253

Economic Impact: $3,392,400,000

Sobriety Checkpoints 

0.05 BAC Per Se Limit


•	 Lower the per se limit for impairment to 0.05 BAC. Possible Lives Saved: 149  

Economic Impact: $1,966,800,000

Alcohol Open  
Container Law 

Oral Fluid Testing


•	 Permit and utilize the collection of oral fluid to detect 
drugs for impaired-driving investigations.

Ability to rapidly detect recent drug 
and multi-substance drug use.

Electronic Warrants 

Law Enforcement 
Phlebotomy



•	 Allow law enforcement officers and other qualified 
personnel who have state training to become certified 
phlebotomists, or otherwise legally permitted to draw 
blood for investigative purposes.

Help reduce evidence collection 
delays and enhance enforcement.

CALIFORNIA: Impaired Driving Policies and Practices December 2025

https://doi.org/10.21949/1528627


Background
Substance-impaired driving is a national public health crisis. Alcohol impaired-driving deaths account for almost 
a third of all traffic fatalities in the U.S. each year. 

Drug-impaired driving is also on the rise. According to a 2022 study, 56% of drivers involved in serious crashes 
tested positive for alcohol or other drugs, with cannabis use among drivers significantly increasing over the past 
decade.1 Combining substances, like alcohol and other drugs, increases impairment risks. 

Impaired drivers are more likely to speed, drive drowsy, and forgo seatbelts—factors that greatly increase crash 
fatality risk. Curbing impaired driving, in turn, saves lives.

According to the AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety, drivers overwhelmingly perceive drunk driving as dangerous 
(93%) and socially unacceptable. Yet 7% admitted to engaging in this behavior in the previous 30 days. 
Additionally, 85.1% of drivers felt driving within an hour of using cannabis to be very or extremely dangerous,  
and 6.4% reported having done so in the previous 30 days.

Impaired Driving Countermeasures
AAA and MADD are dedicated to promoting driver safety through education, advocacy, enforcement and 
research. To combat impaired driving, below is a list of countermeasures that, if enacted, would save lives  
and lead to states saving millions of dollars. For additional information on these, and other countermeasures,  
visit newsroom.aaa.com/impaireddriving.

Ignition Interlock Devices (IIDs)
An alcohol breath-screening device installed 
in a vehicle and often used as a condition of 
license reinstatement. Requiring all offenders 
to install an IID can reduce fatal impaired-
driving crashes by up to 26%.

0.05 BAC
Lowering the BAC for per se impaired driving 
from 0.08 to 0.05 can lead to approximately 
11% fewer impaired driving–related fatalities.

Sobriety Checkpoints
Highly visible, regularly utilized sobriety 
checkpoints can reduce fatal impaired-driving 
crashes by up to 20%. 

Alcohol Open Container Laws
Banning the use or possession of alcohol in the 
passenger area of the vehicle can reduce the 
fatality rate per 100,000 by up to 7%.

Oral Fluid Field Screening
Testing oral fluid for the presence of drugs 
improves the early detection of impaired 
driving.

E-warrant Systems
The use of electronic warrants for impaired 
driving offenses helps to reduce evidence 
collection delays and enhances enforcement.  

Law Enforcement Phlebotomy
Allowing law enforcement and other qualified 
personnel who have met the required state 
training and certification to draw blood for 
investigative purposes ensures reliable, timely 
evidence collection.

* State ranking is based on impaired-driving fatalities per 100 million vehicle miles traveled, with rank 1 indicating the lowest fatality rate.  
Sources: FARS 2023 Annual Report File (ARF); VMT – Federal Highway Administration (FHWA)

Impaired Driving
State Rank:*

41
Impaired Driving Fatalities

National: 12,431
State: 214

COLORADO

http://newsroom.aaa.com/impaireddriving


  Meets recommendation        Does not meet recommendation        No law

1.	 Thomas, F. D., Darrah, J., Graham, L., Berning, A., Blomberg, R., Finstad, K., Griggs, C., Crandall, M., Schulman, C. Kozar, R., Lai, J., Mohr, N., Chenoweth, J., Cunningham, K., Babu, K., Dorfman, J., Van Heukelom, J., Ehsani, J., 
Fell, J., … & Moore, C. (2022, December). Drug prevalence among seriously or fatally injured road users (Report No. DOT HS 813 399). National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. https://doi.org/10.21949/1528627

Policy Approach
Meets 

Recommendations Opportunities Potential Benefits

All-Offender Ignition 
Interlock Device 
Requirement


•	 Require all offenders to install an IID to drive or return 

to an unrestricted license.

Sobriety Checkpoints 

0.05 BAC Per Se Limit


•	 Lower the per se limit for impairment to 0.05 BAC. Possible Lives Saved: 24  

Economic Impact: $316,800,000

Alcohol Open  
Container Law 

Oral Fluid Testing


•	 Permit and utilize the collection of oral fluid to detect 
drugs for impaired-driving investigations.

Ability to rapidly detect recent drug 
and multi-substance drug use.

Electronic Warrants 

Law Enforcement 
Phlebotomy



•	 Allow law enforcement officers and other qualified 
personnel who have state training to become certified 
phlebotomists, or otherwise legally permitted to draw 
blood for investigative purposes.

Help reduce evidence collection 
delays and enhance enforcement.

COLORADO: Impaired Driving Policies and Practices December 2025

https://doi.org/10.21949/1528627


Background
Substance-impaired driving is a national public health crisis. Alcohol impaired-driving deaths account for almost 
a third of all traffic fatalities in the U.S. each year. 

Drug-impaired driving is also on the rise. According to a 2022 study, 56% of drivers involved in serious crashes 
tested positive for alcohol or other drugs, with cannabis use among drivers significantly increasing over the past 
decade.1 Combining substances, like alcohol and other drugs, increases impairment risks. 

Impaired drivers are more likely to speed, drive drowsy, and forgo seatbelts—factors that greatly increase crash 
fatality risk. Curbing impaired driving, in turn, saves lives.

According to the AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety, drivers overwhelmingly perceive drunk driving as dangerous 
(93%) and socially unacceptable. Yet 7% admitted to engaging in this behavior in the previous 30 days. 
Additionally, 85.1% of drivers felt driving within an hour of using cannabis to be very or extremely dangerous,  
and 6.4% reported having done so in the previous 30 days.

Impaired Driving Countermeasures
AAA and MADD are dedicated to promoting driver safety through education, advocacy, enforcement and 
research. To combat impaired driving, below is a list of countermeasures that, if enacted, would save lives  
and lead to states saving millions of dollars. For additional information on these, and other countermeasures,  
visit newsroom.aaa.com/impaireddriving.

Ignition Interlock Devices (IIDs)
An alcohol breath-screening device installed 
in a vehicle and often used as a condition of 
license reinstatement. Requiring all offenders 
to install an IID can reduce fatal impaired-
driving crashes by up to 26%.

0.05 BAC
Lowering the BAC for per se impaired driving 
from 0.08 to 0.05 can lead to approximately 
11% fewer impaired driving–related fatalities.

Sobriety Checkpoints
Highly visible, regularly utilized sobriety 
checkpoints can reduce fatal impaired-driving 
crashes by up to 20%. 

Alcohol Open Container Laws
Banning the use or possession of alcohol in the 
passenger area of the vehicle can reduce the 
fatality rate per 100,000 by up to 7%.

Oral Fluid Field Screening
Testing oral fluid for the presence of drugs 
improves the early detection of impaired 
driving.

E-warrant Systems
The use of electronic warrants for impaired 
driving offenses helps to reduce evidence 
collection delays and enhances enforcement.  

Law Enforcement Phlebotomy
Allowing law enforcement and other qualified 
personnel who have met the required state 
training and certification to draw blood for 
investigative purposes ensures reliable, timely 
evidence collection.

* State ranking is based on impaired-driving fatalities per 100 million vehicle miles traveled, with rank 1 indicating the lowest fatality rate.  
Sources: FARS 2023 Annual Report File (ARF); VMT – Federal Highway Administration (FHWA)

Impaired Driving
State Rank:*

25
Impaired Driving Fatalities

National: 12,431
State: 113

CONNECTICUT

http://newsroom.aaa.com/impaireddriving


  Meets recommendation        Does not meet recommendation        No law

1.	 Thomas, F. D., Darrah, J., Graham, L., Berning, A., Blomberg, R., Finstad, K., Griggs, C., Crandall, M., Schulman, C. Kozar, R., Lai, J., Mohr, N., Chenoweth, J., Cunningham, K., Babu, K., Dorfman, J., Van Heukelom, J., Ehsani, J., 
Fell, J., … & Moore, C. (2022, December). Drug prevalence among seriously or fatally injured road users (Report No. DOT HS 813 399). National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. https://doi.org/10.21949/1528627

Policy Approach
Meets 

Recommendations Opportunities Potential Benefits

All-Offender Ignition 
Interlock Device 
Requirement



Sobriety Checkpoints 

0.05 BAC Per Se Limit


•	 Lower the per se limit for impairment to 0.05 BAC. Possible Lives Saved: 12  

Economic Impact: $158,400,000

Alcohol Open  
Container Law 

•	 Ban the use and possession of any open container 
of alcoholic beverage or its use within the passenger 
compartment.

Possible Lives Saved: 15 

Economic Impact: $198,000,000

Oral Fluid Testing


•	 Permit and utilize the collection of oral fluid to detect 
drugs for impaired-driving investigations.

Ability to rapidly detect recent drug 
and multi-substance drug use.

Electronic Warrants


•	 Authorize and use electronic warrants as a tool to 
expediate the collection of evidence of impaired-
driving when a warrant is required.

Timely evidence collection, leading 
to stronger prosecutions and 
reduced refusals.

Law Enforcement 
Phlebotomy 

CONNECTICUT: Impaired Driving Policies and Practices December 2025

https://doi.org/10.21949/1528627


Background
Substance-impaired driving is a national public health crisis. Alcohol impaired-driving deaths account for almost 
a third of all traffic fatalities in the U.S. each year. 

Drug-impaired driving is also on the rise. According to a 2022 study, 56% of drivers involved in serious crashes 
tested positive for alcohol or other drugs, with cannabis use among drivers significantly increasing over the past 
decade.1 Combining substances, like alcohol and other drugs, increases impairment risks. 

Impaired drivers are more likely to speed, drive drowsy, and forgo seatbelts—factors that greatly increase crash 
fatality risk. Curbing impaired driving, in turn, saves lives.

According to the AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety, drivers overwhelmingly perceive drunk driving as dangerous 
(93%) and socially unacceptable. Yet 7% admitted to engaging in this behavior in the previous 30 days. 
Additionally, 85.1% of drivers felt driving within an hour of using cannabis to be very or extremely dangerous,  
and 6.4% reported having done so in the previous 30 days.

Impaired Driving Countermeasures
AAA and MADD are dedicated to promoting driver safety through education, advocacy, enforcement and 
research. To combat impaired driving, below is a list of countermeasures that, if enacted, would save lives  
and lead to states saving millions of dollars. For additional information on these, and other countermeasures,  
visit newsroom.aaa.com/impaireddriving.

Ignition Interlock Devices (IIDs)
An alcohol breath-screening device installed 
in a vehicle and often used as a condition of 
license reinstatement. Requiring all offenders 
to install an IID can reduce fatal impaired-
driving crashes by up to 26%.

0.05 BAC
Lowering the BAC for per se impaired driving 
from 0.08 to 0.05 can lead to approximately 
11% fewer impaired driving–related fatalities.

Sobriety Checkpoints
Highly visible, regularly utilized sobriety 
checkpoints can reduce fatal impaired-driving 
crashes by up to 20%. 

Alcohol Open Container Laws
Banning the use or possession of alcohol in the 
passenger area of the vehicle can reduce the 
fatality rate per 100,000 by up to 7%.

Oral Fluid Field Screening
Testing oral fluid for the presence of drugs 
improves the early detection of impaired 
driving.

E-warrant Systems
The use of electronic warrants for impaired 
driving offenses helps to reduce evidence 
collection delays and enhances enforcement.  

Law Enforcement Phlebotomy
Allowing law enforcement and other qualified 
personnel who have met the required state 
training and certification to draw blood for 
investigative purposes ensures reliable, timely 
evidence collection.

* State ranking is based on impaired-driving fatalities per 100 million vehicle miles traveled, with rank 1 indicating the lowest fatality rate.  
Sources: FARS 2023 Annual Report File (ARF); VMT – Federal Highway Administration (FHWA)

Impaired Driving
State Rank:*

34
Impaired Driving Fatalities

National: 12,431
State: 39

DELAWARE

http://newsroom.aaa.com/impaireddriving


  Meets recommendation        Does not meet recommendation        No law

1.	 Thomas, F. D., Darrah, J., Graham, L., Berning, A., Blomberg, R., Finstad, K., Griggs, C., Crandall, M., Schulman, C. Kozar, R., Lai, J., Mohr, N., Chenoweth, J., Cunningham, K., Babu, K., Dorfman, J., Van Heukelom, J., Ehsani, J., 
Fell, J., … & Moore, C. (2022, December). Drug prevalence among seriously or fatally injured road users (Report No. DOT HS 813 399). National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. https://doi.org/10.21949/1528627

Policy Approach
Meets 

Recommendations Opportunities Potential Benefits

All-Offender Ignition 
Interlock Device 
Requirement



Sobriety Checkpoints 

0.05 BAC Per Se Limit


•	 Lower the per se limit for impairment to 0.05 BAC. Possible Lives Saved:  4  

Economic Impact: $52,800,000 

Alcohol Open  
Container Law 

•	 Ban the use and possession of any open container 
of alcoholic beverage or its use within the passenger 
compartment.

Possible Lives Saved:  4 

Economic Impact: $52,800,000

Oral Fluid Testing


•	 Permit and utilize the collection of oral fluid to detect 
drugs for impaired-driving investigations.

Ability to rapidly detect recent drug 
and multi-substance drug use.

Electronic Warrants


•	 Authorize and use electronic warrants as a tool to 
expediate the collection of evidence of impaired-
driving when a warrant is required.

Timely evidence collection, leading 
to stronger prosecutions and 
reduced refusals.

Law Enforcement 
Phlebotomy



•	 Allow law enforcement officers and other qualified 
personnel who have state training to become certified 
phlebotomists, or otherwise legally permitted to draw 
blood for investigative purposes.

Help reduce evidence collection 
delays and enhance enforcement.

DELAWARE: Impaired Driving Policies and Practices December 2025

https://doi.org/10.21949/1528627


Background
Substance-impaired driving is a national public health crisis. Alcohol impaired-driving deaths account for almost 
a third of all traffic fatalities in the U.S. each year. 

Drug-impaired driving is also on the rise. According to a 2022 study, 56% of drivers involved in serious crashes 
tested positive for alcohol or other drugs, with cannabis use among drivers significantly increasing over the past 
decade.1 Combining substances, like alcohol and other drugs, increases impairment risks. 

Impaired drivers are more likely to speed, drive drowsy, and forgo seatbelts—factors that greatly increase crash 
fatality risk. Curbing impaired driving, in turn, saves lives.

According to the AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety, drivers overwhelmingly perceive drunk driving as dangerous 
(93%) and socially unacceptable. Yet 7% admitted to engaging in this behavior in the previous 30 days. 
Additionally, 85.1% of drivers felt driving within an hour of using cannabis to be very or extremely dangerous,  
and 6.4% reported having done so in the previous 30 days.

Impaired Driving Countermeasures
AAA and MADD are dedicated to promoting driver safety through education, advocacy, enforcement and 
research. To combat impaired driving, below is a list of countermeasures that, if enacted, would save lives  
and lead to states saving millions of dollars. For additional information on these, and other countermeasures,  
visit newsroom.aaa.com/impaireddriving.

Ignition Interlock Devices (IIDs)
An alcohol breath-screening device installed 
in a vehicle and often used as a condition of 
license reinstatement. Requiring all offenders 
to install an IID can reduce fatal impaired-
driving crashes by up to 26%.

0.05 BAC
Lowering the BAC for per se impaired driving 
from 0.08 to 0.05 can lead to approximately 
11% fewer impaired driving–related fatalities.

Sobriety Checkpoints
Highly visible, regularly utilized sobriety 
checkpoints can reduce fatal impaired-driving 
crashes by up to 20%. 

Alcohol Open Container Laws
Banning the use or possession of alcohol in the 
passenger area of the vehicle can reduce the 
fatality rate per 100,000 by up to 7%.

Oral Fluid Field Screening
Testing oral fluid for the presence of drugs 
improves the early detection of impaired 
driving.

E-warrant Systems
The use of electronic warrants for impaired 
driving offenses helps to reduce evidence 
collection delays and enhances enforcement.  

Law Enforcement Phlebotomy
Allowing law enforcement and other qualified 
personnel who have met the required state 
training and certification to draw blood for 
investigative purposes ensures reliable, timely 
evidence collection.

* State ranking is based on impaired-driving fatalities per 100 million vehicle miles traveled, with rank 1 indicating the lowest fatality rate.  
Sources: FARS 2023 Annual Report File (ARF); VMT – Federal Highway Administration (FHWA)

Impaired Driving
State Rank:*

37
Impaired Driving Fatalities

National: 12,431
State: 14

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

http://newsroom.aaa.com/impaireddriving


  Meets recommendation        Does not meet recommendation        No law

1.	 Thomas, F. D., Darrah, J., Graham, L., Berning, A., Blomberg, R., Finstad, K., Griggs, C., Crandall, M., Schulman, C. Kozar, R., Lai, J., Mohr, N., Chenoweth, J., Cunningham, K., Babu, K., Dorfman, J., Van Heukelom, J., Ehsani, J., 
Fell, J., … & Moore, C. (2022, December). Drug prevalence among seriously or fatally injured road users (Report No. DOT HS 813 399). National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. https://doi.org/10.21949/1528627

Policy Approach
Meets 

Recommendations Opportunities Potential Benefits

All-Offender Ignition 
Interlock Device 
Requirement


•	 Enact graduated sanctions for IID violations.

Sobriety Checkpoints 

0.05 BAC Per Se Limit


•	 Lower the per se limit for impairment to 0.05 BAC. Possible Lives Saved:  2  

Economic Impact: $26,400,000 

Alcohol Open  
Container Law 

Oral Fluid Testing


•	 Permit and utilize the collection of oral fluid to detect 
drugs for impaired-driving investigations.

Ability to rapidly detect recent drug 
and multi-substance drug use.

Electronic Warrants 

Law Enforcement 
Phlebotomy



•	 Allow law enforcement officers and other qualified 
personnel who have state training to become certified 
phlebotomists, or otherwise legally permitted to draw 
blood for investigative purposes.

Help reduce evidence collection 
delays and enhance enforcement.

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA: Impaired Driving Policies and Practices December 2025

https://doi.org/10.21949/1528627


Background
Substance-impaired driving is a national public health crisis. Alcohol impaired-driving deaths account for almost 
a third of all traffic fatalities in the U.S. each year. 

Drug-impaired driving is also on the rise. According to a 2022 study, 56% of drivers involved in serious crashes 
tested positive for alcohol or other drugs, with cannabis use among drivers significantly increasing over the past 
decade.1 Combining substances, like alcohol and other drugs, increases impairment risks. 

Impaired drivers are more likely to speed, drive drowsy, and forgo seatbelts—factors that greatly increase crash 
fatality risk. Curbing impaired driving, in turn, saves lives.

According to the AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety, drivers overwhelmingly perceive drunk driving as dangerous 
(93%) and socially unacceptable. Yet 7% admitted to engaging in this behavior in the previous 30 days. 
Additionally, 85.1% of drivers felt driving within an hour of using cannabis to be very or extremely dangerous,  
and 6.4% reported having done so in the previous 30 days.

Impaired Driving Countermeasures
AAA and MADD are dedicated to promoting driver safety through education, advocacy, enforcement and 
research. To combat impaired driving, below is a list of countermeasures that, if enacted, would save lives  
and lead to states saving millions of dollars. For additional information on these, and other countermeasures,  
visit newsroom.aaa.com/impaireddriving.

Ignition Interlock Devices (IIDs)
An alcohol breath-screening device installed 
in a vehicle and often used as a condition of 
license reinstatement. Requiring all offenders 
to install an IID can reduce fatal impaired-
driving crashes by up to 26%.

0.05 BAC
Lowering the BAC for per se impaired driving 
from 0.08 to 0.05 can lead to approximately 
11% fewer impaired driving–related fatalities.

Sobriety Checkpoints
Highly visible, regularly utilized sobriety 
checkpoints can reduce fatal impaired-driving 
crashes by up to 20%. 

Alcohol Open Container Laws
Banning the use or possession of alcohol in the 
passenger area of the vehicle can reduce the 
fatality rate per 100,000 by up to 7%.

Oral Fluid Field Screening
Testing oral fluid for the presence of drugs 
improves the early detection of impaired 
driving.

E-warrant Systems
The use of electronic warrants for impaired 
driving offenses helps to reduce evidence 
collection delays and enhances enforcement.  

Law Enforcement Phlebotomy
Allowing law enforcement and other qualified 
personnel who have met the required state 
training and certification to draw blood for 
investigative purposes ensures reliable, timely 
evidence collection.

* State ranking is based on impaired-driving fatalities per 100 million vehicle miles traveled, with rank 1 indicating the lowest fatality rate.  
Sources: FARS 2023 Annual Report File (ARF); VMT – Federal Highway Administration (FHWA)

Impaired Driving
State Rank:*

22
Impaired Driving Fatalities

National: 12,431
State: 839

FLORIDA

http://newsroom.aaa.com/impaireddriving


  Meets recommendation        Does not meet recommendation        No law

1.	 Thomas, F. D., Darrah, J., Graham, L., Berning, A., Blomberg, R., Finstad, K., Griggs, C., Crandall, M., Schulman, C. Kozar, R., Lai, J., Mohr, N., Chenoweth, J., Cunningham, K., Babu, K., Dorfman, J., Van Heukelom, J., Ehsani, J., 
Fell, J., … & Moore, C. (2022, December). Drug prevalence among seriously or fatally injured road users (Report No. DOT HS 813 399). National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. https://doi.org/10.21949/1528627

Policy Approach
Meets 

Recommendations Opportunities Potential Benefits

All-Offender Ignition 
Interlock Device 
Requirement 

•	 Require all offenders to install an IID to drive or return 
to an unrestricted license.

•	 Enact graduated sanctions for IID violations.

•	 Ensure IID availability during administrative license 
suspension.

Possible Lives Saved: 66

Economic Impact: $871,200,000 

Sobriety Checkpoints 

0.05 BAC Per Se Limit


•	 Lower the per se limit for impairment to 0.05 BAC. Possible Lives Saved: 92  

Economic Impact: $1,214,400,000 

Alcohol Open  
Container Law 

Oral Fluid Testing


•	 Permit and utilize the collection of oral fluid to detect 
drugs for impaired-driving investigations.

Ability to rapidly detect recent drug 
and multi-substance drug use.

Electronic Warrants 

Law Enforcement 
Phlebotomy



•	 Allow law enforcement officers and other qualified 
personnel who have state training to become certified 
phlebotomists, or otherwise legally permitted to draw 
blood for investigative purposes.

Help reduce evidence collection 
delays and enhance enforcement.

FLORIDA: Impaired Driving Policies and Practices December 2025

https://doi.org/10.21949/1528627


Background
Substance-impaired driving is a national public health crisis. Alcohol impaired-driving deaths account for almost 
a third of all traffic fatalities in the U.S. each year. 

Drug-impaired driving is also on the rise. According to a 2022 study, 56% of drivers involved in serious crashes 
tested positive for alcohol or other drugs, with cannabis use among drivers significantly increasing over the past 
decade.1 Combining substances, like alcohol and other drugs, increases impairment risks. 

Impaired drivers are more likely to speed, drive drowsy, and forgo seatbelts—factors that greatly increase crash 
fatality risk. Curbing impaired driving, in turn, saves lives.

According to the AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety, drivers overwhelmingly perceive drunk driving as dangerous 
(93%) and socially unacceptable. Yet 7% admitted to engaging in this behavior in the previous 30 days. 
Additionally, 85.1% of drivers felt driving within an hour of using cannabis to be very or extremely dangerous,  
and 6.4% reported having done so in the previous 30 days.

Impaired Driving Countermeasures
AAA and MADD are dedicated to promoting driver safety through education, advocacy, enforcement and 
research. To combat impaired driving, below is a list of countermeasures that, if enacted, would save lives  
and lead to states saving millions of dollars. For additional information on these, and other countermeasures,  
visit newsroom.aaa.com/impaireddriving.

Ignition Interlock Devices (IIDs)
An alcohol breath-screening device installed 
in a vehicle and often used as a condition of 
license reinstatement. Requiring all offenders 
to install an IID can reduce fatal impaired-
driving crashes by up to 26%.

0.05 BAC
Lowering the BAC for per se impaired driving 
from 0.08 to 0.05 can lead to approximately 
11% fewer impaired driving–related fatalities.

Sobriety Checkpoints
Highly visible, regularly utilized sobriety 
checkpoints can reduce fatal impaired-driving 
crashes by up to 20%. 

Alcohol Open Container Laws
Banning the use or possession of alcohol in the 
passenger area of the vehicle can reduce the 
fatality rate per 100,000 by up to 7%.

Oral Fluid Field Screening
Testing oral fluid for the presence of drugs 
improves the early detection of impaired 
driving.

E-warrant Systems
The use of electronic warrants for impaired 
driving offenses helps to reduce evidence 
collection delays and enhances enforcement.  

Law Enforcement Phlebotomy
Allowing law enforcement and other qualified 
personnel who have met the required state 
training and certification to draw blood for 
investigative purposes ensures reliable, timely 
evidence collection.

* State ranking is based on impaired-driving fatalities per 100 million vehicle miles traveled, with rank 1 indicating the lowest fatality rate.  
Sources: FARS 2023 Annual Report File (ARF); VMT – Federal Highway Administration (FHWA)

Impaired Driving
State Rank:*

20
Impaired Driving Fatalities

National: 12,431
State: 433

GEORGIA

http://newsroom.aaa.com/impaireddriving


  Meets recommendation        Does not meet recommendation        No law

1.	 Thomas, F. D., Darrah, J., Graham, L., Berning, A., Blomberg, R., Finstad, K., Griggs, C., Crandall, M., Schulman, C. Kozar, R., Lai, J., Mohr, N., Chenoweth, J., Cunningham, K., Babu, K., Dorfman, J., Van Heukelom, J., Ehsani, J., 
Fell, J., … & Moore, C. (2022, December). Drug prevalence among seriously or fatally injured road users (Report No. DOT HS 813 399). National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. https://doi.org/10.21949/1528627

Policy Approach
Meets 

Recommendations Opportunities Potential Benefits

All-Offender Ignition 
Interlock Device 
Requirement 

•	 Require all offenders to install an IID to drive or return 
to an unrestricted license.

•	 Enact compliance-based removal for IID programs.

•	 Enact graduated sanctions for IID violations.

Possible Lives Saved: 82

Economic Impact: $1,082,400,000 

Sobriety Checkpoints 

0.05 BAC Per Se Limit


•	 Lower the per se limit for impairment to 0.05 BAC. Possible Lives Saved: 48  

Economic Impact: $633,600,000 

Alcohol Open  
Container Law 

Oral Fluid Testing


•	 Permit and utilize the collection of oral fluid to detect 
drugs for impaired-driving investigations.

Ability to rapidly detect recent drug 
and multi-substance drug use.

Electronic Warrants 

Law Enforcement 
Phlebotomy 

GEORGIA: Impaired Driving Policies and Practices December 2025

https://doi.org/10.21949/1528627


Background
Substance-impaired driving is a national public health crisis. Alcohol impaired-driving deaths account for almost 
a third of all traffic fatalities in the U.S. each year. 

Drug-impaired driving is also on the rise. According to a 2022 study, 56% of drivers involved in serious crashes 
tested positive for alcohol or other drugs, with cannabis use among drivers significantly increasing over the past 
decade.1 Combining substances, like alcohol and other drugs, increases impairment risks. 

Impaired drivers are more likely to speed, drive drowsy, and forgo seatbelts—factors that greatly increase crash 
fatality risk. Curbing impaired driving, in turn, saves lives.

According to the AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety, drivers overwhelmingly perceive drunk driving as dangerous 
(93%) and socially unacceptable. Yet 7% admitted to engaging in this behavior in the previous 30 days. 
Additionally, 85.1% of drivers felt driving within an hour of using cannabis to be very or extremely dangerous,  
and 6.4% reported having done so in the previous 30 days.

Impaired Driving Countermeasures
AAA and MADD are dedicated to promoting driver safety through education, advocacy, enforcement and 
research. To combat impaired driving, below is a list of countermeasures that, if enacted, would save lives  
and lead to states saving millions of dollars. For additional information on these, and other countermeasures,  
visit newsroom.aaa.com/impaireddriving.

Ignition Interlock Devices (IIDs)
An alcohol breath-screening device installed 
in a vehicle and often used as a condition of 
license reinstatement. Requiring all offenders 
to install an IID can reduce fatal impaired-
driving crashes by up to 26%.

0.05 BAC
Lowering the BAC for per se impaired driving 
from 0.08 to 0.05 can lead to approximately 
11% fewer impaired driving–related fatalities.

Sobriety Checkpoints
Highly visible, regularly utilized sobriety 
checkpoints can reduce fatal impaired-driving 
crashes by up to 20%. 

Alcohol Open Container Laws
Banning the use or possession of alcohol in the 
passenger area of the vehicle can reduce the 
fatality rate per 100,000 by up to 7%.

Oral Fluid Field Screening
Testing oral fluid for the presence of drugs 
improves the early detection of impaired 
driving.

E-warrant Systems
The use of electronic warrants for impaired 
driving offenses helps to reduce evidence 
collection delays and enhances enforcement.  

Law Enforcement Phlebotomy
Allowing law enforcement and other qualified 
personnel who have met the required state 
training and certification to draw blood for 
investigative purposes ensures reliable, timely 
evidence collection.

* State ranking is based on impaired-driving fatalities per 100 million vehicle miles traveled, with rank 1 indicating the lowest fatality rate.  
Sources: FARS 2023 Annual Report File (ARF); VMT – Federal Highway Administration (FHWA)

Impaired Driving
State Rank:*
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http://newsroom.aaa.com/impaireddriving


  Meets recommendation        Does not meet recommendation        No law

1.	 Thomas, F. D., Darrah, J., Graham, L., Berning, A., Blomberg, R., Finstad, K., Griggs, C., Crandall, M., Schulman, C. Kozar, R., Lai, J., Mohr, N., Chenoweth, J., Cunningham, K., Babu, K., Dorfman, J., Van Heukelom, J., Ehsani, J., 
Fell, J., … & Moore, C. (2022, December). Drug prevalence among seriously or fatally injured road users (Report No. DOT HS 813 399). National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. https://doi.org/10.21949/1528627

Policy Approach
Meets 

Recommendations Opportunities Potential Benefits

All-Offender Ignition 
Interlock Device 
Requirement


•	 Require all offenders to install an IID to drive or return 

to an unrestricted license.

Sobriety Checkpoints 

0.05 BAC Per Se Limit


•	 Lower the per se limit for impairment to 0.05 BAC. Possible Lives Saved:  4  

Economic Impact: $52,800,000

Alcohol Open  
Container Law 

Oral Fluid Testing


•	 Permit and utilize the collection of oral fluid to detect 
drugs for impaired-driving investigations.

Ability to rapidly detect recent drug 
and multi-substance drug use.

Electronic Warrants 

Law Enforcement 
Phlebotomy



•	 Allow law enforcement officers and other qualified 
personnel who have state training to become certified 
phlebotomists, or otherwise legally permitted to draw 
blood for investigative purposes.

Help reduce evidence collection 
delays and enhance enforcement.

HAWAII: Impaired Driving Policies and Practices December 2025

https://doi.org/10.21949/1528627


Background
Substance-impaired driving is a national public health crisis. Alcohol impaired-driving deaths account for almost 
a third of all traffic fatalities in the U.S. each year. 

Drug-impaired driving is also on the rise. According to a 2022 study, 56% of drivers involved in serious crashes 
tested positive for alcohol or other drugs, with cannabis use among drivers significantly increasing over the past 
decade.1 Combining substances, like alcohol and other drugs, increases impairment risks. 

Impaired drivers are more likely to speed, drive drowsy, and forgo seatbelts—factors that greatly increase crash 
fatality risk. Curbing impaired driving, in turn, saves lives.

According to the AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety, drivers overwhelmingly perceive drunk driving as dangerous 
(93%) and socially unacceptable. Yet 7% admitted to engaging in this behavior in the previous 30 days. 
Additionally, 85.1% of drivers felt driving within an hour of using cannabis to be very or extremely dangerous,  
and 6.4% reported having done so in the previous 30 days.

Impaired Driving Countermeasures
AAA and MADD are dedicated to promoting driver safety through education, advocacy, enforcement and 
research. To combat impaired driving, below is a list of countermeasures that, if enacted, would save lives  
and lead to states saving millions of dollars. For additional information on these, and other countermeasures,  
visit newsroom.aaa.com/impaireddriving.

Ignition Interlock Devices (IIDs)
An alcohol breath-screening device installed 
in a vehicle and often used as a condition of 
license reinstatement. Requiring all offenders 
to install an IID can reduce fatal impaired-
driving crashes by up to 26%.

0.05 BAC
Lowering the BAC for per se impaired driving 
from 0.08 to 0.05 can lead to approximately 
11% fewer impaired driving–related fatalities.

Sobriety Checkpoints
Highly visible, regularly utilized sobriety 
checkpoints can reduce fatal impaired-driving 
crashes by up to 20%. 

Alcohol Open Container Laws
Banning the use or possession of alcohol in the 
passenger area of the vehicle can reduce the 
fatality rate per 100,000 by up to 7%.

Oral Fluid Field Screening
Testing oral fluid for the presence of drugs 
improves the early detection of impaired 
driving.

E-warrant Systems
The use of electronic warrants for impaired 
driving offenses helps to reduce evidence 
collection delays and enhances enforcement.  

Law Enforcement Phlebotomy
Allowing law enforcement and other qualified 
personnel who have met the required state 
training and certification to draw blood for 
investigative purposes ensures reliable, timely 
evidence collection.

* State ranking is based on impaired-driving fatalities per 100 million vehicle miles traveled, with rank 1 indicating the lowest fatality rate.  
Sources: FARS 2023 Annual Report File (ARF); VMT – Federal Highway Administration (FHWA)

Impaired Driving
State Rank:*
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  Meets recommendation        Does not meet recommendation        No law

1.	 Thomas, F. D., Darrah, J., Graham, L., Berning, A., Blomberg, R., Finstad, K., Griggs, C., Crandall, M., Schulman, C. Kozar, R., Lai, J., Mohr, N., Chenoweth, J., Cunningham, K., Babu, K., Dorfman, J., Van Heukelom, J., Ehsani, J., 
Fell, J., … & Moore, C. (2022, December). Drug prevalence among seriously or fatally injured road users (Report No. DOT HS 813 399). National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. https://doi.org/10.21949/1528627

Policy Approach
Meets 

Recommendations Opportunities Potential Benefits

All-Offender Ignition 
Interlock Device 
Requirement


•	 Enact compliance-based removal for IID programs.

•	 Enact graduated sanctions for IID violations.

Sobriety Checkpoints


•	 Permit and regularly utilize sobriety checkpoints that 
meet or exceed the legal standards.

Possible Lives Saved: 5 

Economic Impact: $66,000,000

0.05 BAC Per Se Limit


•	 Lower the per se limit for impairment to 0.05 BAC. Possible Lives Saved:  7  

Economic Impact: $92,400,000

Alcohol Open  
Container Law 

Oral Fluid Testing


•	 Permit and utilize the collection of oral fluid to detect 
drugs for impaired-driving investigations.

Ability to rapidly detect recent drug 
and multi-substance drug use.

Electronic Warrants 

Law Enforcement 
Phlebotomy 

IDAHO: Impaired Driving Policies and Practices December 2025

https://doi.org/10.21949/1528627


Background
Substance-impaired driving is a national public health crisis. Alcohol impaired-driving deaths account for almost 
a third of all traffic fatalities in the U.S. each year. 

Drug-impaired driving is also on the rise. According to a 2022 study, 56% of drivers involved in serious crashes 
tested positive for alcohol or other drugs, with cannabis use among drivers significantly increasing over the past 
decade.1 Combining substances, like alcohol and other drugs, increases impairment risks. 

Impaired drivers are more likely to speed, drive drowsy, and forgo seatbelts—factors that greatly increase crash 
fatality risk. Curbing impaired driving, in turn, saves lives.

According to the AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety, drivers overwhelmingly perceive drunk driving as dangerous 
(93%) and socially unacceptable. Yet 7% admitted to engaging in this behavior in the previous 30 days. 
Additionally, 85.1% of drivers felt driving within an hour of using cannabis to be very or extremely dangerous,  
and 6.4% reported having done so in the previous 30 days.

Impaired Driving Countermeasures
AAA and MADD are dedicated to promoting driver safety through education, advocacy, enforcement and 
research. To combat impaired driving, below is a list of countermeasures that, if enacted, would save lives  
and lead to states saving millions of dollars. For additional information on these, and other countermeasures,  
visit newsroom.aaa.com/impaireddriving.

Ignition Interlock Devices (IIDs)
An alcohol breath-screening device installed 
in a vehicle and often used as a condition of 
license reinstatement. Requiring all offenders 
to install an IID can reduce fatal impaired-
driving crashes by up to 26%.

0.05 BAC
Lowering the BAC for per se impaired driving 
from 0.08 to 0.05 can lead to approximately 
11% fewer impaired driving–related fatalities.

Sobriety Checkpoints
Highly visible, regularly utilized sobriety 
checkpoints can reduce fatal impaired-driving 
crashes by up to 20%. 

Alcohol Open Container Laws
Banning the use or possession of alcohol in the 
passenger area of the vehicle can reduce the 
fatality rate per 100,000 by up to 7%.

Oral Fluid Field Screening
Testing oral fluid for the presence of drugs 
improves the early detection of impaired 
driving.

E-warrant Systems
The use of electronic warrants for impaired 
driving offenses helps to reduce evidence 
collection delays and enhances enforcement.  

Law Enforcement Phlebotomy
Allowing law enforcement and other qualified 
personnel who have met the required state 
training and certification to draw blood for 
investigative purposes ensures reliable, timely 
evidence collection.

* State ranking is based on impaired-driving fatalities per 100 million vehicle miles traveled, with rank 1 indicating the lowest fatality rate.  
Sources: FARS 2023 Annual Report File (ARF); VMT – Federal Highway Administration (FHWA)

Impaired Driving
State Rank:*
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  Meets recommendation        Does not meet recommendation        No law

1.	 Thomas, F. D., Darrah, J., Graham, L., Berning, A., Blomberg, R., Finstad, K., Griggs, C., Crandall, M., Schulman, C. Kozar, R., Lai, J., Mohr, N., Chenoweth, J., Cunningham, K., Babu, K., Dorfman, J., Van Heukelom, J., Ehsani, J., 
Fell, J., … & Moore, C. (2022, December). Drug prevalence among seriously or fatally injured road users (Report No. DOT HS 813 399). National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. https://doi.org/10.21949/1528627

Policy Approach
Meets 

Recommendations Opportunities Potential Benefits

All-Offender Ignition 
Interlock Device 
Requirement



•	 Require all offenders to install an IID to drive or return 
to an unrestricted license.

•	 Enact graduated sanctions for IID violations.

Sobriety Checkpoints 

0.05 BAC Per Se Limit


•	 Lower the per se limit for impairment to 0.05 BAC. Possible Lives Saved: 44  

Economic Impact: $580,800,000

Alcohol Open  
Container Law 

Oral Fluid Testing


•	 Permit and utilize the collection of oral fluid to detect 
drugs for impaired-driving investigations.

Ability to rapidly detect recent drug 
and multi-substance drug use.

Electronic Warrants 

Law Enforcement 
Phlebotomy 

ILLINOIS: Impaired Driving Policies and Practices December 2025

https://doi.org/10.21949/1528627


Background
Substance-impaired driving is a national public health crisis. Alcohol impaired-driving deaths account for almost 
a third of all traffic fatalities in the U.S. each year. 

Drug-impaired driving is also on the rise. According to a 2022 study, 56% of drivers involved in serious crashes 
tested positive for alcohol or other drugs, with cannabis use among drivers significantly increasing over the past 
decade.1 Combining substances, like alcohol and other drugs, increases impairment risks. 

Impaired drivers are more likely to speed, drive drowsy, and forgo seatbelts—factors that greatly increase crash 
fatality risk. Curbing impaired driving, in turn, saves lives.

According to the AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety, drivers overwhelmingly perceive drunk driving as dangerous 
(93%) and socially unacceptable. Yet 7% admitted to engaging in this behavior in the previous 30 days. 
Additionally, 85.1% of drivers felt driving within an hour of using cannabis to be very or extremely dangerous,  
and 6.4% reported having done so in the previous 30 days.

Impaired Driving Countermeasures
AAA and MADD are dedicated to promoting driver safety through education, advocacy, enforcement and 
research. To combat impaired driving, below is a list of countermeasures that, if enacted, would save lives  
and lead to states saving millions of dollars. For additional information on these, and other countermeasures,  
visit newsroom.aaa.com/impaireddriving.

Ignition Interlock Devices (IIDs)
An alcohol breath-screening device installed 
in a vehicle and often used as a condition of 
license reinstatement. Requiring all offenders 
to install an IID can reduce fatal impaired-
driving crashes by up to 26%.

0.05 BAC
Lowering the BAC for per se impaired driving 
from 0.08 to 0.05 can lead to approximately 
11% fewer impaired driving–related fatalities.

Sobriety Checkpoints
Highly visible, regularly utilized sobriety 
checkpoints can reduce fatal impaired-driving 
crashes by up to 20%. 

Alcohol Open Container Laws
Banning the use or possession of alcohol in the 
passenger area of the vehicle can reduce the 
fatality rate per 100,000 by up to 7%.

Oral Fluid Field Screening
Testing oral fluid for the presence of drugs 
improves the early detection of impaired 
driving.

E-warrant Systems
The use of electronic warrants for impaired 
driving offenses helps to reduce evidence 
collection delays and enhances enforcement.  

Law Enforcement Phlebotomy
Allowing law enforcement and other qualified 
personnel who have met the required state 
training and certification to draw blood for 
investigative purposes ensures reliable, timely 
evidence collection.

* State ranking is based on impaired-driving fatalities per 100 million vehicle miles traveled, with rank 1 indicating the lowest fatality rate.  
Sources: FARS 2023 Annual Report File (ARF); VMT – Federal Highway Administration (FHWA)

Impaired Driving
State Rank:*
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  Meets recommendation        Does not meet recommendation        No law

1.	 Thomas, F. D., Darrah, J., Graham, L., Berning, A., Blomberg, R., Finstad, K., Griggs, C., Crandall, M., Schulman, C. Kozar, R., Lai, J., Mohr, N., Chenoweth, J., Cunningham, K., Babu, K., Dorfman, J., Van Heukelom, J., Ehsani, J., 
Fell, J., … & Moore, C. (2022, December). Drug prevalence among seriously or fatally injured road users (Report No. DOT HS 813 399). National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. https://doi.org/10.21949/1528627

Policy Approach
Meets 

Recommendations Opportunities Potential Benefits

All-Offender Ignition 
Interlock Device 
Requirement 

•	 Require all offenders to install an IID to drive or return 
to an unrestricted license.

•	 Enact compliance-based removal for IID programs.

•	 Enact graduated sanctions for IID violations.

Possible Lives Saved: 66

Economic Impact: $871,200,000

Sobriety Checkpoints 

0.05 BAC Per Se Limit


•	 Lower the per se limit for impairment to 0.05 BAC. Possible Lives Saved: 28  

Economic Impact: $369,600,000

Alcohol Open  
Container Law 

Oral Fluid Testing 

Electronic Warrants 

Law Enforcement 
Phlebotomy 

INDIANA: Impaired Driving Policies and Practices December 2025

https://doi.org/10.21949/1528627


Background
Substance-impaired driving is a national public health crisis. Alcohol impaired-driving deaths account for almost 
a third of all traffic fatalities in the U.S. each year. 

Drug-impaired driving is also on the rise. According to a 2022 study, 56% of drivers involved in serious crashes 
tested positive for alcohol or other drugs, with cannabis use among drivers significantly increasing over the past 
decade.1 Combining substances, like alcohol and other drugs, increases impairment risks. 

Impaired drivers are more likely to speed, drive drowsy, and forgo seatbelts—factors that greatly increase crash 
fatality risk. Curbing impaired driving, in turn, saves lives.

According to the AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety, drivers overwhelmingly perceive drunk driving as dangerous 
(93%) and socially unacceptable. Yet 7% admitted to engaging in this behavior in the previous 30 days. 
Additionally, 85.1% of drivers felt driving within an hour of using cannabis to be very or extremely dangerous,  
and 6.4% reported having done so in the previous 30 days.

Impaired Driving Countermeasures
AAA and MADD are dedicated to promoting driver safety through education, advocacy, enforcement and 
research. To combat impaired driving, below is a list of countermeasures that, if enacted, would save lives  
and lead to states saving millions of dollars. For additional information on these, and other countermeasures,  
visit newsroom.aaa.com/impaireddriving.

Ignition Interlock Devices (IIDs)
An alcohol breath-screening device installed 
in a vehicle and often used as a condition of 
license reinstatement. Requiring all offenders 
to install an IID can reduce fatal impaired-
driving crashes by up to 26%.

0.05 BAC
Lowering the BAC for per se impaired driving 
from 0.08 to 0.05 can lead to approximately 
11% fewer impaired driving–related fatalities.

Sobriety Checkpoints
Highly visible, regularly utilized sobriety 
checkpoints can reduce fatal impaired-driving 
crashes by up to 20%. 

Alcohol Open Container Laws
Banning the use or possession of alcohol in the 
passenger area of the vehicle can reduce the 
fatality rate per 100,000 by up to 7%.

Oral Fluid Field Screening
Testing oral fluid for the presence of drugs 
improves the early detection of impaired 
driving.

E-warrant Systems
The use of electronic warrants for impaired 
driving offenses helps to reduce evidence 
collection delays and enhances enforcement.  

Law Enforcement Phlebotomy
Allowing law enforcement and other qualified 
personnel who have met the required state 
training and certification to draw blood for 
investigative purposes ensures reliable, timely 
evidence collection.

* State ranking is based on impaired-driving fatalities per 100 million vehicle miles traveled, with rank 1 indicating the lowest fatality rate.  
Sources: FARS 2023 Annual Report File (ARF); VMT – Federal Highway Administration (FHWA)

Impaired Driving
State Rank:*
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  Meets recommendation        Does not meet recommendation        No law

1.	 Thomas, F. D., Darrah, J., Graham, L., Berning, A., Blomberg, R., Finstad, K., Griggs, C., Crandall, M., Schulman, C. Kozar, R., Lai, J., Mohr, N., Chenoweth, J., Cunningham, K., Babu, K., Dorfman, J., Van Heukelom, J., Ehsani, J., 
Fell, J., … & Moore, C. (2022, December). Drug prevalence among seriously or fatally injured road users (Report No. DOT HS 813 399). National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. https://doi.org/10.21949/1528627

Policy Approach
Meets 

Recommendations Opportunities Potential Benefits

All-Offender Ignition 
Interlock Device 
Requirement



•	 Require all offenders to install an IID to drive or return 
to an unrestricted license.

•	 Enact graduated sanctions for IID violations.

Sobriety Checkpoints


•	 Permit and regularly utilize sobriety checkpoints that 
meet or exceed the legal standards.

Possible Lives Saved: 13 

Economic Impact: $171,600,000 

0.05 BAC Per Se Limit


•	 Lower the per se limit for impairment to 0.05 BAC. Possible Lives Saved: 16  

Economic Impact: $211,200,000 

Alcohol Open  
Container Law 

Oral Fluid Testing


•	 Permit and utilize the collection of oral fluid to detect 
drugs for impaired-driving investigations.

Ability to rapidly detect recent drug 
and multi-substance drug use.

Electronic Warrants 

Law Enforcement 
Phlebotomy



•	 Allow law enforcement officers and other qualified 
personnel who have state training to become certified 
phlebotomists, or otherwise legally permitted to draw 
blood for investigative purposes.

Help reduce evidence collection 
delays and enhance enforcement.

IOWA: Impaired Driving Policies and Practices December 2025

https://doi.org/10.21949/1528627


Background
Substance-impaired driving is a national public health crisis. Alcohol impaired-driving deaths account for almost 
a third of all traffic fatalities in the U.S. each year. 

Drug-impaired driving is also on the rise. According to a 2022 study, 56% of drivers involved in serious crashes 
tested positive for alcohol or other drugs, with cannabis use among drivers significantly increasing over the past 
decade.1 Combining substances, like alcohol and other drugs, increases impairment risks. 

Impaired drivers are more likely to speed, drive drowsy, and forgo seatbelts—factors that greatly increase crash 
fatality risk. Curbing impaired driving, in turn, saves lives.

According to the AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety, drivers overwhelmingly perceive drunk driving as dangerous 
(93%) and socially unacceptable. Yet 7% admitted to engaging in this behavior in the previous 30 days. 
Additionally, 85.1% of drivers felt driving within an hour of using cannabis to be very or extremely dangerous,  
and 6.4% reported having done so in the previous 30 days.

Impaired Driving Countermeasures
AAA and MADD are dedicated to promoting driver safety through education, advocacy, enforcement and 
research. To combat impaired driving, below is a list of countermeasures that, if enacted, would save lives  
and lead to states saving millions of dollars. For additional information on these, and other countermeasures,  
visit newsroom.aaa.com/impaireddriving.

Ignition Interlock Devices (IIDs)
An alcohol breath-screening device installed 
in a vehicle and often used as a condition of 
license reinstatement. Requiring all offenders 
to install an IID can reduce fatal impaired-
driving crashes by up to 26%.

0.05 BAC
Lowering the BAC for per se impaired driving 
from 0.08 to 0.05 can lead to approximately 
11% fewer impaired driving–related fatalities.

Sobriety Checkpoints
Highly visible, regularly utilized sobriety 
checkpoints can reduce fatal impaired-driving 
crashes by up to 20%. 

Alcohol Open Container Laws
Banning the use or possession of alcohol in the 
passenger area of the vehicle can reduce the 
fatality rate per 100,000 by up to 7%.

Oral Fluid Field Screening
Testing oral fluid for the presence of drugs 
improves the early detection of impaired 
driving.

E-warrant Systems
The use of electronic warrants for impaired 
driving offenses helps to reduce evidence 
collection delays and enhances enforcement.  

Law Enforcement Phlebotomy
Allowing law enforcement and other qualified 
personnel who have met the required state 
training and certification to draw blood for 
investigative purposes ensures reliable, timely 
evidence collection.

* State ranking is based on impaired-driving fatalities per 100 million vehicle miles traveled, with rank 1 indicating the lowest fatality rate.  
Sources: FARS 2023 Annual Report File (ARF); VMT – Federal Highway Administration (FHWA)
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  Meets recommendation        Does not meet recommendation        No law

1.	 Thomas, F. D., Darrah, J., Graham, L., Berning, A., Blomberg, R., Finstad, K., Griggs, C., Crandall, M., Schulman, C. Kozar, R., Lai, J., Mohr, N., Chenoweth, J., Cunningham, K., Babu, K., Dorfman, J., Van Heukelom, J., Ehsani, J., 
Fell, J., … & Moore, C. (2022, December). Drug prevalence among seriously or fatally injured road users (Report No. DOT HS 813 399). National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. https://doi.org/10.21949/1528627

Policy Approach
Meets 

Recommendations Opportunities Potential Benefits

All-Offender Ignition 
Interlock Device 
Requirement



Sobriety Checkpoints 

0.05 BAC Per Se Limit


•	 Lower the per se limit for impairment to 0.05 BAC. Possible Lives Saved: 14  

Economic Impact: $184,800,000

Alcohol Open  
Container Law 

Oral Fluid Testing 

Electronic Warrants 

Law Enforcement 
Phlebotomy 

KANSAS: Impaired Driving Policies and Practices December 2025

https://doi.org/10.21949/1528627


Background
Substance-impaired driving is a national public health crisis. Alcohol impaired-driving deaths account for almost 
a third of all traffic fatalities in the U.S. each year. 

Drug-impaired driving is also on the rise. According to a 2022 study, 56% of drivers involved in serious crashes 
tested positive for alcohol or other drugs, with cannabis use among drivers significantly increasing over the past 
decade.1 Combining substances, like alcohol and other drugs, increases impairment risks. 

Impaired drivers are more likely to speed, drive drowsy, and forgo seatbelts—factors that greatly increase crash 
fatality risk. Curbing impaired driving, in turn, saves lives.

According to the AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety, drivers overwhelmingly perceive drunk driving as dangerous 
(93%) and socially unacceptable. Yet 7% admitted to engaging in this behavior in the previous 30 days. 
Additionally, 85.1% of drivers felt driving within an hour of using cannabis to be very or extremely dangerous,  
and 6.4% reported having done so in the previous 30 days.

Impaired Driving Countermeasures
AAA and MADD are dedicated to promoting driver safety through education, advocacy, enforcement and 
research. To combat impaired driving, below is a list of countermeasures that, if enacted, would save lives  
and lead to states saving millions of dollars. For additional information on these, and other countermeasures,  
visit newsroom.aaa.com/impaireddriving.

Ignition Interlock Devices (IIDs)
An alcohol breath-screening device installed 
in a vehicle and often used as a condition of 
license reinstatement. Requiring all offenders 
to install an IID can reduce fatal impaired-
driving crashes by up to 26%.

0.05 BAC
Lowering the BAC for per se impaired driving 
from 0.08 to 0.05 can lead to approximately 
11% fewer impaired driving–related fatalities.

Sobriety Checkpoints
Highly visible, regularly utilized sobriety 
checkpoints can reduce fatal impaired-driving 
crashes by up to 20%. 

Alcohol Open Container Laws
Banning the use or possession of alcohol in the 
passenger area of the vehicle can reduce the 
fatality rate per 100,000 by up to 7%.

Oral Fluid Field Screening
Testing oral fluid for the presence of drugs 
improves the early detection of impaired 
driving.

E-warrant Systems
The use of electronic warrants for impaired 
driving offenses helps to reduce evidence 
collection delays and enhances enforcement.  

Law Enforcement Phlebotomy
Allowing law enforcement and other qualified 
personnel who have met the required state 
training and certification to draw blood for 
investigative purposes ensures reliable, timely 
evidence collection.

* State ranking is based on impaired-driving fatalities per 100 million vehicle miles traveled, with rank 1 indicating the lowest fatality rate.  
Sources: FARS 2023 Annual Report File (ARF); VMT – Federal Highway Administration (FHWA)

Impaired Driving
State Rank:*

38
Impaired Driving Fatalities

National: 12,431
State: 198

KENTUCKY

http://newsroom.aaa.com/impaireddriving


  Meets recommendation        Does not meet recommendation        No law

1.	 Thomas, F. D., Darrah, J., Graham, L., Berning, A., Blomberg, R., Finstad, K., Griggs, C., Crandall, M., Schulman, C. Kozar, R., Lai, J., Mohr, N., Chenoweth, J., Cunningham, K., Babu, K., Dorfman, J., Van Heukelom, J., Ehsani, J., 
Fell, J., … & Moore, C. (2022, December). Drug prevalence among seriously or fatally injured road users (Report No. DOT HS 813 399). National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. https://doi.org/10.21949/1528627

Policy Approach
Meets 

Recommendations Opportunities Potential Benefits

All-Offender Ignition 
Interlock Device 
Requirement


•	 Require all offenders to install an IID to drive or return 

to an unrestricted license.

Sobriety Checkpoints 

0.05 BAC Per Se Limit


•	 Lower the per se limit for impairment to 0.05 BAC. Possible Lives Saved: 22  

Economic Impact: $290,400,000

Alcohol Open  
Container Law 

Oral Fluid Testing


•	 Permit and utilize the collection of oral fluid to detect 
drugs for impaired-driving investigations.

Ability to rapidly detect recent drug 
and multi-substance drug use.

Electronic Warrants 

Law Enforcement 
Phlebotomy 

KENTUCKY: Impaired Driving Policies and Practices December 2025

https://doi.org/10.21949/1528627


Background
Substance-impaired driving is a national public health crisis. Alcohol impaired-driving deaths account for almost 
a third of all traffic fatalities in the U.S. each year. 

Drug-impaired driving is also on the rise. According to a 2022 study, 56% of drivers involved in serious crashes 
tested positive for alcohol or other drugs, with cannabis use among drivers significantly increasing over the past 
decade.1 Combining substances, like alcohol and other drugs, increases impairment risks. 

Impaired drivers are more likely to speed, drive drowsy, and forgo seatbelts—factors that greatly increase crash 
fatality risk. Curbing impaired driving, in turn, saves lives.

According to the AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety, drivers overwhelmingly perceive drunk driving as dangerous 
(93%) and socially unacceptable. Yet 7% admitted to engaging in this behavior in the previous 30 days. 
Additionally, 85.1% of drivers felt driving within an hour of using cannabis to be very or extremely dangerous,  
and 6.4% reported having done so in the previous 30 days.

Impaired Driving Countermeasures
AAA and MADD are dedicated to promoting driver safety through education, advocacy, enforcement and 
research. To combat impaired driving, below is a list of countermeasures that, if enacted, would save lives  
and lead to states saving millions of dollars. For additional information on these, and other countermeasures,  
visit newsroom.aaa.com/impaireddriving.

Ignition Interlock Devices (IIDs)
An alcohol breath-screening device installed 
in a vehicle and often used as a condition of 
license reinstatement. Requiring all offenders 
to install an IID can reduce fatal impaired-
driving crashes by up to 26%.

0.05 BAC
Lowering the BAC for per se impaired driving 
from 0.08 to 0.05 can lead to approximately 
11% fewer impaired driving–related fatalities.

Sobriety Checkpoints
Highly visible, regularly utilized sobriety 
checkpoints can reduce fatal impaired-driving 
crashes by up to 20%. 

Alcohol Open Container Laws
Banning the use or possession of alcohol in the 
passenger area of the vehicle can reduce the 
fatality rate per 100,000 by up to 7%.

Oral Fluid Field Screening
Testing oral fluid for the presence of drugs 
improves the early detection of impaired 
driving.

E-warrant Systems
The use of electronic warrants for impaired 
driving offenses helps to reduce evidence 
collection delays and enhances enforcement.  

Law Enforcement Phlebotomy
Allowing law enforcement and other qualified 
personnel who have met the required state 
training and certification to draw blood for 
investigative purposes ensures reliable, timely 
evidence collection.

* State ranking is based on impaired-driving fatalities per 100 million vehicle miles traveled, with rank 1 indicating the lowest fatality rate.  
Sources: FARS 2023 Annual Report File (ARF); VMT – Federal Highway Administration (FHWA)

Impaired Driving
State Rank:*

39
Impaired Driving Fatalities

National: 12,431
State: 232

LOUISIANA

http://newsroom.aaa.com/impaireddriving


  Meets recommendation        Does not meet recommendation        No law

1.	 Thomas, F. D., Darrah, J., Graham, L., Berning, A., Blomberg, R., Finstad, K., Griggs, C., Crandall, M., Schulman, C. Kozar, R., Lai, J., Mohr, N., Chenoweth, J., Cunningham, K., Babu, K., Dorfman, J., Van Heukelom, J., Ehsani, J., 
Fell, J., … & Moore, C. (2022, December). Drug prevalence among seriously or fatally injured road users (Report No. DOT HS 813 399). National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. https://doi.org/10.21949/1528627

Policy Approach
Meets 

Recommendations Opportunities Potential Benefits

All-Offender Ignition 
Interlock Device 
Requirement



•	 Require all offenders to install an IID to drive or return 
to an unrestricted license.

•	 Enact graduated sanctions for IID violations.

Sobriety Checkpoints 

0.05 BAC Per Se Limit


•	 Lower the per se limit for impairment to 0.05 BAC. Possible Lives Saved: 26  

Economic Impact: $343,200,000

Alcohol Open  
Container Law 

•	 Ban the use and possession of any open container 
of alcoholic beverage or its use within the passenger 
compartment.

Possible Lives Saved: 19 

Economic Impact: $250,800,000

Oral Fluid Testing


•	 Permit and utilize the collection of oral fluid to detect 
drugs for impaired-driving investigations.

Ability to rapidly detect recent drug 
and multi-substance drug use.

Electronic Warrants 

Law Enforcement 
Phlebotomy 

LOUISIANA: Impaired Driving Policies and Practices December 2025

https://doi.org/10.21949/1528627


Background
Substance-impaired driving is a national public health crisis. Alcohol impaired-driving deaths account for almost 
a third of all traffic fatalities in the U.S. each year. 

Drug-impaired driving is also on the rise. According to a 2022 study, 56% of drivers involved in serious crashes 
tested positive for alcohol or other drugs, with cannabis use among drivers significantly increasing over the past 
decade.1 Combining substances, like alcohol and other drugs, increases impairment risks. 

Impaired drivers are more likely to speed, drive drowsy, and forgo seatbelts—factors that greatly increase crash 
fatality risk. Curbing impaired driving, in turn, saves lives.

According to the AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety, drivers overwhelmingly perceive drunk driving as dangerous 
(93%) and socially unacceptable. Yet 7% admitted to engaging in this behavior in the previous 30 days. 
Additionally, 85.1% of drivers felt driving within an hour of using cannabis to be very or extremely dangerous,  
and 6.4% reported having done so in the previous 30 days.

Impaired Driving Countermeasures
AAA and MADD are dedicated to promoting driver safety through education, advocacy, enforcement and 
research. To combat impaired driving, below is a list of countermeasures that, if enacted, would save lives  
and lead to states saving millions of dollars. For additional information on these, and other countermeasures,  
visit newsroom.aaa.com/impaireddriving.

Ignition Interlock Devices (IIDs)
An alcohol breath-screening device installed 
in a vehicle and often used as a condition of 
license reinstatement. Requiring all offenders 
to install an IID can reduce fatal impaired-
driving crashes by up to 26%.

0.05 BAC
Lowering the BAC for per se impaired driving 
from 0.08 to 0.05 can lead to approximately 
11% fewer impaired driving–related fatalities.

Sobriety Checkpoints
Highly visible, regularly utilized sobriety 
checkpoints can reduce fatal impaired-driving 
crashes by up to 20%. 

Alcohol Open Container Laws
Banning the use or possession of alcohol in the 
passenger area of the vehicle can reduce the 
fatality rate per 100,000 by up to 7%.

Oral Fluid Field Screening
Testing oral fluid for the presence of drugs 
improves the early detection of impaired 
driving.

E-warrant Systems
The use of electronic warrants for impaired 
driving offenses helps to reduce evidence 
collection delays and enhances enforcement.  

Law Enforcement Phlebotomy
Allowing law enforcement and other qualified 
personnel who have met the required state 
training and certification to draw blood for 
investigative purposes ensures reliable, timely 
evidence collection.

* State ranking is based on impaired-driving fatalities per 100 million vehicle miles traveled, with rank 1 indicating the lowest fatality rate.  
Sources: FARS 2023 Annual Report File (ARF); VMT – Federal Highway Administration (FHWA)

Impaired Driving
State Rank:*

5
Impaired Driving Fatalities

National: 12,431
State: 37

MAINE

http://newsroom.aaa.com/impaireddriving


  Meets recommendation        Does not meet recommendation        No law

1.	 Thomas, F. D., Darrah, J., Graham, L., Berning, A., Blomberg, R., Finstad, K., Griggs, C., Crandall, M., Schulman, C. Kozar, R., Lai, J., Mohr, N., Chenoweth, J., Cunningham, K., Babu, K., Dorfman, J., Van Heukelom, J., Ehsani, J., 
Fell, J., … & Moore, C. (2022, December). Drug prevalence among seriously or fatally injured road users (Report No. DOT HS 813 399). National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. https://doi.org/10.21949/1528627

Policy Approach
Meets 

Recommendations Opportunities Potential Benefits

All-Offender Ignition 
Interlock Device 
Requirement 

•	 Require all offenders to install an IID to drive or return 
to an unrestricted license.

•	 Enact compliance-based removal for IID programs.

•	 Enact graduated sanctions for IID violations.

Sobriety Checkpoints 

0.05 BAC Per Se Limit


•	 Lower the per se limit for impairment to 0.05 BAC. Possible Lives Saved:  4  

Economic Impact: $52,800,000

Alcohol Open  
Container Law 

Oral Fluid Testing


•	 Permit and utilize the collection of oral fluid to detect 
drugs for impaired-driving investigations.

Ability to rapidly detect recent drug 
and multi-substance drug use.

Electronic Warrants 

Law Enforcement 
Phlebotomy 

MAINE: Impaired Driving Policies and Practices December 2025

https://doi.org/10.21949/1528627


Background
Substance-impaired driving is a national public health crisis. Alcohol impaired-driving deaths account for almost 
a third of all traffic fatalities in the U.S. each year. 

Drug-impaired driving is also on the rise. According to a 2022 study, 56% of drivers involved in serious crashes 
tested positive for alcohol or other drugs, with cannabis use among drivers significantly increasing over the past 
decade.1 Combining substances, like alcohol and other drugs, increases impairment risks. 

Impaired drivers are more likely to speed, drive drowsy, and forgo seatbelts—factors that greatly increase crash 
fatality risk. Curbing impaired driving, in turn, saves lives.

According to the AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety, drivers overwhelmingly perceive drunk driving as dangerous 
(93%) and socially unacceptable. Yet 7% admitted to engaging in this behavior in the previous 30 days. 
Additionally, 85.1% of drivers felt driving within an hour of using cannabis to be very or extremely dangerous,  
and 6.4% reported having done so in the previous 30 days.

Impaired Driving Countermeasures
AAA and MADD are dedicated to promoting driver safety through education, advocacy, enforcement and 
research. To combat impaired driving, below is a list of countermeasures that, if enacted, would save lives  
and lead to states saving millions of dollars. For additional information on these, and other countermeasures,  
visit newsroom.aaa.com/impaireddriving.

Ignition Interlock Devices (IIDs)
An alcohol breath-screening device installed 
in a vehicle and often used as a condition of 
license reinstatement. Requiring all offenders 
to install an IID can reduce fatal impaired-
driving crashes by up to 26%.

0.05 BAC
Lowering the BAC for per se impaired driving 
from 0.08 to 0.05 can lead to approximately 
11% fewer impaired driving–related fatalities.

Sobriety Checkpoints
Highly visible, regularly utilized sobriety 
checkpoints can reduce fatal impaired-driving 
crashes by up to 20%. 

Alcohol Open Container Laws
Banning the use or possession of alcohol in the 
passenger area of the vehicle can reduce the 
fatality rate per 100,000 by up to 7%.

Oral Fluid Field Screening
Testing oral fluid for the presence of drugs 
improves the early detection of impaired 
driving.

E-warrant Systems
The use of electronic warrants for impaired 
driving offenses helps to reduce evidence 
collection delays and enhances enforcement.  

Law Enforcement Phlebotomy
Allowing law enforcement and other qualified 
personnel who have met the required state 
training and certification to draw blood for 
investigative purposes ensures reliable, timely 
evidence collection.

* State ranking is based on impaired-driving fatalities per 100 million vehicle miles traveled, with rank 1 indicating the lowest fatality rate.  
Sources: FARS 2023 Annual Report File (ARF); VMT – Federal Highway Administration (FHWA)

Impaired Driving
State Rank:*

14
Impaired Driving Fatalities

National: 12,431
State: 173

MARYLAND

http://newsroom.aaa.com/impaireddriving


  Meets recommendation        Does not meet recommendation        No law

1.	 Thomas, F. D., Darrah, J., Graham, L., Berning, A., Blomberg, R., Finstad, K., Griggs, C., Crandall, M., Schulman, C. Kozar, R., Lai, J., Mohr, N., Chenoweth, J., Cunningham, K., Babu, K., Dorfman, J., Van Heukelom, J., Ehsani, J., 
Fell, J., … & Moore, C. (2022, December). Drug prevalence among seriously or fatally injured road users (Report No. DOT HS 813 399). National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. https://doi.org/10.21949/1528627

Policy Approach
Meets 

Recommendations Opportunities Potential Benefits

All-Offender Ignition 
Interlock Device 
Requirement 

•	 Enact graduated sanctions for IID violations.

•	 Screen all participants in the ignition interlock 
program to identify offenders that may benefit from 
substance abuse treatment.

Sobriety Checkpoints 

0.05 BAC Per Se Limit


•	 Lower the per se limit for impairment to 0.05 BAC. Possible Lives Saved: 19  

Economic Impact: $250,800,000

Alcohol Open  
Container Law 

Oral Fluid Testing


•	 Permit and utilize the collection of oral fluid to detect 
drugs for impaired-driving investigations.

Ability to rapidly detect recent drug 
and multi-substance drug use.

Electronic Warrants 

Law Enforcement 
Phlebotomy



•	 Allow law enforcement officers and other qualified 
personnel who have state training to become certified 
phlebotomists, or otherwise legally permitted to draw 
blood for investigative purposes.

Help reduce evidence collection 
delays and enhance enforcement.

MARYLAND: Impaired Driving Policies and Practices December 2025

https://doi.org/10.21949/1528627


Background
Substance-impaired driving is a national public health crisis. Alcohol impaired-driving deaths account for almost 
a third of all traffic fatalities in the U.S. each year. 

Drug-impaired driving is also on the rise. According to a 2022 study, 56% of drivers involved in serious crashes 
tested positive for alcohol or other drugs, with cannabis use among drivers significantly increasing over the past 
decade.1 Combining substances, like alcohol and other drugs, increases impairment risks. 

Impaired drivers are more likely to speed, drive drowsy, and forgo seatbelts—factors that greatly increase crash 
fatality risk. Curbing impaired driving, in turn, saves lives.

According to the AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety, drivers overwhelmingly perceive drunk driving as dangerous 
(93%) and socially unacceptable. Yet 7% admitted to engaging in this behavior in the previous 30 days. 
Additionally, 85.1% of drivers felt driving within an hour of using cannabis to be very or extremely dangerous,  
and 6.4% reported having done so in the previous 30 days.

Impaired Driving Countermeasures
AAA and MADD are dedicated to promoting driver safety through education, advocacy, enforcement and 
research. To combat impaired driving, below is a list of countermeasures that, if enacted, would save lives  
and lead to states saving millions of dollars. For additional information on these, and other countermeasures,  
visit newsroom.aaa.com/impaireddriving.

Ignition Interlock Devices (IIDs)
An alcohol breath-screening device installed 
in a vehicle and often used as a condition of 
license reinstatement. Requiring all offenders 
to install an IID can reduce fatal impaired-
driving crashes by up to 26%.

0.05 BAC
Lowering the BAC for per se impaired driving 
from 0.08 to 0.05 can lead to approximately 
11% fewer impaired driving–related fatalities.

Sobriety Checkpoints
Highly visible, regularly utilized sobriety 
checkpoints can reduce fatal impaired-driving 
crashes by up to 20%. 

Alcohol Open Container Laws
Banning the use or possession of alcohol in the 
passenger area of the vehicle can reduce the 
fatality rate per 100,000 by up to 7%.

Oral Fluid Field Screening
Testing oral fluid for the presence of drugs 
improves the early detection of impaired 
driving.

E-warrant Systems
The use of electronic warrants for impaired 
driving offenses helps to reduce evidence 
collection delays and enhances enforcement.  

Law Enforcement Phlebotomy
Allowing law enforcement and other qualified 
personnel who have met the required state 
training and certification to draw blood for 
investigative purposes ensures reliable, timely 
evidence collection.

* State ranking is based on impaired-driving fatalities per 100 million vehicle miles traveled, with rank 1 indicating the lowest fatality rate.  
Sources: FARS 2023 Annual Report File (ARF); VMT – Federal Highway Administration (FHWA)

Impaired Driving
State Rank:*

4
Impaired Driving Fatalities

National: 12,431
State: 116

MASSACHUSETTS

http://newsroom.aaa.com/impaireddriving


  Meets recommendation        Does not meet recommendation        No law

1.	 Thomas, F. D., Darrah, J., Graham, L., Berning, A., Blomberg, R., Finstad, K., Griggs, C., Crandall, M., Schulman, C. Kozar, R., Lai, J., Mohr, N., Chenoweth, J., Cunningham, K., Babu, K., Dorfman, J., Van Heukelom, J., Ehsani, J., 
Fell, J., … & Moore, C. (2022, December). Drug prevalence among seriously or fatally injured road users (Report No. DOT HS 813 399). National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. https://doi.org/10.21949/1528627

Policy Approach
Meets 

Recommendations Opportunities Potential Benefits

All-Offender Ignition 
Interlock Device 
Requirement 

•	 Require all offenders to install an IID to drive or return 
to an unrestricted license.

•	 Ensure IID availability during administrative license 
suspension.

Possible Lives Saved: 22

Economic Impact: $290,400,000 

Sobriety Checkpoints 

0.05 BAC Per Se Limit


•	 Lower the per se limit for impairment to 0.05 BAC. Possible Lives Saved: 13  

Economic Impact: $171,600,000 

Alcohol Open  
Container Law 

Oral Fluid Testing


•	 Permit and utilize the collection of oral fluid to detect 
drugs for impaired-driving investigations.

Ability to rapidly detect recent drug 
and multi-substance drug use.

Electronic Warrants


•	 Authorize and use electronic warrants as a tool to 
expediate the collection of evidence of impaired-
driving when a warrant is required.

Timely evidence collection, leading 
to stronger prosecutions and 
reduced refusals.

Law Enforcement 
Phlebotomy



•	 Allow law enforcement officers and other qualified 
personnel who have state training to become certified 
phlebotomists, or otherwise legally permitted to draw 
blood for investigative purposes.

Help reduce evidence collection 
delays and enhance enforcement.

MASSACHUSETTS: Impaired Driving Policies and Practices December 2025

https://doi.org/10.21949/1528627


Background
Substance-impaired driving is a national public health crisis. Alcohol impaired-driving deaths account for almost 
a third of all traffic fatalities in the U.S. each year. 

Drug-impaired driving is also on the rise. According to a 2022 study, 56% of drivers involved in serious crashes 
tested positive for alcohol or other drugs, with cannabis use among drivers significantly increasing over the past 
decade.1 Combining substances, like alcohol and other drugs, increases impairment risks. 

Impaired drivers are more likely to speed, drive drowsy, and forgo seatbelts—factors that greatly increase crash 
fatality risk. Curbing impaired driving, in turn, saves lives.

According to the AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety, drivers overwhelmingly perceive drunk driving as dangerous 
(93%) and socially unacceptable. Yet 7% admitted to engaging in this behavior in the previous 30 days. 
Additionally, 85.1% of drivers felt driving within an hour of using cannabis to be very or extremely dangerous,  
and 6.4% reported having done so in the previous 30 days.

Impaired Driving Countermeasures
AAA and MADD are dedicated to promoting driver safety through education, advocacy, enforcement and 
research. To combat impaired driving, below is a list of countermeasures that, if enacted, would save lives  
and lead to states saving millions of dollars. For additional information on these, and other countermeasures,  
visit newsroom.aaa.com/impaireddriving.

Ignition Interlock Devices (IIDs)
An alcohol breath-screening device installed 
in a vehicle and often used as a condition of 
license reinstatement. Requiring all offenders 
to install an IID can reduce fatal impaired-
driving crashes by up to 26%.

0.05 BAC
Lowering the BAC for per se impaired driving 
from 0.08 to 0.05 can lead to approximately 
11% fewer impaired driving–related fatalities.

Sobriety Checkpoints
Highly visible, regularly utilized sobriety 
checkpoints can reduce fatal impaired-driving 
crashes by up to 20%. 

Alcohol Open Container Laws
Banning the use or possession of alcohol in the 
passenger area of the vehicle can reduce the 
fatality rate per 100,000 by up to 7%.

Oral Fluid Field Screening
Testing oral fluid for the presence of drugs 
improves the early detection of impaired 
driving.

E-warrant Systems
The use of electronic warrants for impaired 
driving offenses helps to reduce evidence 
collection delays and enhances enforcement.  

Law Enforcement Phlebotomy
Allowing law enforcement and other qualified 
personnel who have met the required state 
training and certification to draw blood for 
investigative purposes ensures reliable, timely 
evidence collection.

* State ranking is based on impaired-driving fatalities per 100 million vehicle miles traveled, with rank 1 indicating the lowest fatality rate.  
Sources: FARS 2023 Annual Report File (ARF); VMT – Federal Highway Administration (FHWA)

Impaired Driving
State Rank:*

11
Impaired Driving Fatalities

National: 12,431
State: 286

MICHIGAN

http://newsroom.aaa.com/impaireddriving


  Meets recommendation        Does not meet recommendation        No law

1.	 Thomas, F. D., Darrah, J., Graham, L., Berning, A., Blomberg, R., Finstad, K., Griggs, C., Crandall, M., Schulman, C. Kozar, R., Lai, J., Mohr, N., Chenoweth, J., Cunningham, K., Babu, K., Dorfman, J., Van Heukelom, J., Ehsani, J., 
Fell, J., … & Moore, C. (2022, December). Drug prevalence among seriously or fatally injured road users (Report No. DOT HS 813 399). National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. https://doi.org/10.21949/1528627

Policy Approach
Meets 

Recommendations Opportunities Potential Benefits

All-Offender Ignition 
Interlock Device 
Requirement


•	 Require all offenders to install an IID to drive or return 

to an unrestricted license.
Possible Lives Saved: 23

Economic Impact: $303,600,000

Sobriety Checkpoints


•	 Permit and regularly utilize sobriety checkpoints that 
meet or exceed the legal standards

Possible Lives Saved: 26 

Economic Impact: $343,200,000 

0.05 BAC Per Se Limit


•	 Lower the per se limit for impairment to 0.05 BAC. Possible Lives Saved: 31  

Economic Impact: $409,200,000

Alcohol Open  
Container Law 

Oral Fluid Testing


•	 Permit and utilize the collection of oral fluid to detect 
drugs for impaired-driving investigations.

Ability to rapidly detect recent drug 
and multi-substance drug use.

Electronic Warrants 

Law Enforcement 
Phlebotomy



•	 Allow law enforcement officers and other qualified 
personnel who have state training to become certified 
phlebotomists, or otherwise legally permitted to draw 
blood for investigative purposes.

Help reduce evidence collection 
delays and enhance enforcement.

MICHIGAN: Impaired Driving Policies and Practices December 2025

https://doi.org/10.21949/1528627


Background
Substance-impaired driving is a national public health crisis. Alcohol impaired-driving deaths account for almost 
a third of all traffic fatalities in the U.S. each year. 

Drug-impaired driving is also on the rise. According to a 2022 study, 56% of drivers involved in serious crashes 
tested positive for alcohol or other drugs, with cannabis use among drivers significantly increasing over the past 
decade.1 Combining substances, like alcohol and other drugs, increases impairment risks. 

Impaired drivers are more likely to speed, drive drowsy, and forgo seatbelts—factors that greatly increase crash 
fatality risk. Curbing impaired driving, in turn, saves lives.

According to the AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety, drivers overwhelmingly perceive drunk driving as dangerous 
(93%) and socially unacceptable. Yet 7% admitted to engaging in this behavior in the previous 30 days. 
Additionally, 85.1% of drivers felt driving within an hour of using cannabis to be very or extremely dangerous,  
and 6.4% reported having done so in the previous 30 days.

Impaired Driving Countermeasures
AAA and MADD are dedicated to promoting driver safety through education, advocacy, enforcement and 
research. To combat impaired driving, below is a list of countermeasures that, if enacted, would save lives  
and lead to states saving millions of dollars. For additional information on these, and other countermeasures,  
visit newsroom.aaa.com/impaireddriving.

Ignition Interlock Devices (IIDs)
An alcohol breath-screening device installed 
in a vehicle and often used as a condition of 
license reinstatement. Requiring all offenders 
to install an IID can reduce fatal impaired-
driving crashes by up to 26%.

0.05 BAC
Lowering the BAC for per se impaired driving 
from 0.08 to 0.05 can lead to approximately 
11% fewer impaired driving–related fatalities.

Sobriety Checkpoints
Highly visible, regularly utilized sobriety 
checkpoints can reduce fatal impaired-driving 
crashes by up to 20%. 

Alcohol Open Container Laws
Banning the use or possession of alcohol in the 
passenger area of the vehicle can reduce the 
fatality rate per 100,000 by up to 7%.

Oral Fluid Field Screening
Testing oral fluid for the presence of drugs 
improves the early detection of impaired 
driving.

E-warrant Systems
The use of electronic warrants for impaired 
driving offenses helps to reduce evidence 
collection delays and enhances enforcement.  

Law Enforcement Phlebotomy
Allowing law enforcement and other qualified 
personnel who have met the required state 
training and certification to draw blood for 
investigative purposes ensures reliable, timely 
evidence collection.

* State ranking is based on impaired-driving fatalities per 100 million vehicle miles traveled, with rank 1 indicating the lowest fatality rate.  
Sources: FARS 2023 Annual Report File (ARF); VMT – Federal Highway Administration (FHWA)

Impaired Driving
State Rank:*

2
Impaired Driving Fatalities

National: 12,431
State: 100

MINNESOTA

http://newsroom.aaa.com/impaireddriving


  Meets recommendation        Does not meet recommendation        No law

1.	 Thomas, F. D., Darrah, J., Graham, L., Berning, A., Blomberg, R., Finstad, K., Griggs, C., Crandall, M., Schulman, C. Kozar, R., Lai, J., Mohr, N., Chenoweth, J., Cunningham, K., Babu, K., Dorfman, J., Van Heukelom, J., Ehsani, J., 
Fell, J., … & Moore, C. (2022, December). Drug prevalence among seriously or fatally injured road users (Report No. DOT HS 813 399). National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. https://doi.org/10.21949/1528627

Policy Approach
Meets 

Recommendations Opportunities Potential Benefits

All-Offender Ignition 
Interlock Device 
Requirement


•	 Require all offenders to install an IID to drive or return 

to an unrestricted license.
Possible Lives Saved:  8

Economic Impact: $105,600,000 

Sobriety Checkpoints


•	 Permit and regularly utilize sobriety checkpoints that 
meet or exceed the legal standards.

Possible Lives Saved: 9 

Economic Impact: $118,800,000

0.05 BAC Per Se Limit


•	 Lower the per se limit for impairment to 0.05 BAC. Possible Lives Saved: 11  

Economic Impact: $145,200,000

Alcohol Open  
Container Law 

Oral Fluid Testing


•	 Permit and utilize the collection of oral fluid to detect 
drugs for impaired-driving investigations.

Ability to rapidly detect recent drug 
and multi-substance drug use.

Electronic Warrants 

Law Enforcement 
Phlebotomy 

MINNESOTA: Impaired Driving Policies and Practices December 2025

https://doi.org/10.21949/1528627


Background
Substance-impaired driving is a national public health crisis. Alcohol impaired-driving deaths account for almost 
a third of all traffic fatalities in the U.S. each year. 

Drug-impaired driving is also on the rise. According to a 2022 study, 56% of drivers involved in serious crashes 
tested positive for alcohol or other drugs, with cannabis use among drivers significantly increasing over the past 
decade.1 Combining substances, like alcohol and other drugs, increases impairment risks. 

Impaired drivers are more likely to speed, drive drowsy, and forgo seatbelts—factors that greatly increase crash 
fatality risk. Curbing impaired driving, in turn, saves lives.

According to the AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety, drivers overwhelmingly perceive drunk driving as dangerous 
(93%) and socially unacceptable. Yet 7% admitted to engaging in this behavior in the previous 30 days. 
Additionally, 85.1% of drivers felt driving within an hour of using cannabis to be very or extremely dangerous,  
and 6.4% reported having done so in the previous 30 days.

Impaired Driving Countermeasures
AAA and MADD are dedicated to promoting driver safety through education, advocacy, enforcement and 
research. To combat impaired driving, below is a list of countermeasures that, if enacted, would save lives  
and lead to states saving millions of dollars. For additional information on these, and other countermeasures,  
visit newsroom.aaa.com/impaireddriving.

Ignition Interlock Devices (IIDs)
An alcohol breath-screening device installed 
in a vehicle and often used as a condition of 
license reinstatement. Requiring all offenders 
to install an IID can reduce fatal impaired-
driving crashes by up to 26%.

0.05 BAC
Lowering the BAC for per se impaired driving 
from 0.08 to 0.05 can lead to approximately 
11% fewer impaired driving–related fatalities.

Sobriety Checkpoints
Highly visible, regularly utilized sobriety 
checkpoints can reduce fatal impaired-driving 
crashes by up to 20%. 

Alcohol Open Container Laws
Banning the use or possession of alcohol in the 
passenger area of the vehicle can reduce the 
fatality rate per 100,000 by up to 7%.

Oral Fluid Field Screening
Testing oral fluid for the presence of drugs 
improves the early detection of impaired 
driving.

E-warrant Systems
The use of electronic warrants for impaired 
driving offenses helps to reduce evidence 
collection delays and enhances enforcement.  

Law Enforcement Phlebotomy
Allowing law enforcement and other qualified 
personnel who have met the required state 
training and certification to draw blood for 
investigative purposes ensures reliable, timely 
evidence collection.

* State ranking is based on impaired-driving fatalities per 100 million vehicle miles traveled, with rank 1 indicating the lowest fatality rate.  
Sources: FARS 2023 Annual Report File (ARF); VMT – Federal Highway Administration (FHWA)

Impaired Driving
State Rank:*

28
Impaired Driving Fatalities

National: 12,431
State: 155

MISSISSIPPI

http://newsroom.aaa.com/impaireddriving


  Meets recommendation        Does not meet recommendation        No law

1.	 Thomas, F. D., Darrah, J., Graham, L., Berning, A., Blomberg, R., Finstad, K., Griggs, C., Crandall, M., Schulman, C. Kozar, R., Lai, J., Mohr, N., Chenoweth, J., Cunningham, K., Babu, K., Dorfman, J., Van Heukelom, J., Ehsani, J., 
Fell, J., … & Moore, C. (2022, December). Drug prevalence among seriously or fatally injured road users (Report No. DOT HS 813 399). National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. https://doi.org/10.21949/1528627

Policy Approach
Meets 

Recommendations Opportunities Potential Benefits

All-Offender Ignition 
Interlock Device 
Requirement



•	 Require all offenders to install an IID to drive or return 
to an unrestricted license.

•	 Enact graduated sanctions for IID violations.

•	 Screen all participants in the ignition interlock 
program to identify offenders that may benefit from 
substance abuse treatment.

Sobriety Checkpoints 

0.05 BAC Per Se Limit


•	 Lower the per se limit for impairment to 0.05 BAC. Possible Lives Saved: 17  

Economic Impact: $224,400,000

Alcohol Open  
Container Law 

•	 Ban the use and possession of any open container 
of alcoholic beverage or its use within the passenger 
compartment.

Possible Lives Saved: 12 

Economic Impact: $158,400,000 

Oral Fluid Testing


•	 Permit and utilize the collection of oral fluid to detect 
drugs for impaired-driving investigations.

Ability to rapidly detect recent drug 
and multi-substance drug use.

Electronic Warrants 

Law Enforcement 
Phlebotomy 

MISSISSIPPI: Impaired Driving Policies and Practices December 2025

https://doi.org/10.21949/1528627


Background
Substance-impaired driving is a national public health crisis. Alcohol impaired-driving deaths account for almost 
a third of all traffic fatalities in the U.S. each year. 

Drug-impaired driving is also on the rise. According to a 2022 study, 56% of drivers involved in serious crashes 
tested positive for alcohol or other drugs, with cannabis use among drivers significantly increasing over the past 
decade.1 Combining substances, like alcohol and other drugs, increases impairment risks. 

Impaired drivers are more likely to speed, drive drowsy, and forgo seatbelts—factors that greatly increase crash 
fatality risk. Curbing impaired driving, in turn, saves lives.

According to the AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety, drivers overwhelmingly perceive drunk driving as dangerous 
(93%) and socially unacceptable. Yet 7% admitted to engaging in this behavior in the previous 30 days. 
Additionally, 85.1% of drivers felt driving within an hour of using cannabis to be very or extremely dangerous,  
and 6.4% reported having done so in the previous 30 days.

Impaired Driving Countermeasures
AAA and MADD are dedicated to promoting driver safety through education, advocacy, enforcement and 
research. To combat impaired driving, below is a list of countermeasures that, if enacted, would save lives  
and lead to states saving millions of dollars. For additional information on these, and other countermeasures,  
visit newsroom.aaa.com/impaireddriving.

Ignition Interlock Devices (IIDs)
An alcohol breath-screening device installed 
in a vehicle and often used as a condition of 
license reinstatement. Requiring all offenders 
to install an IID can reduce fatal impaired-
driving crashes by up to 26%.

0.05 BAC
Lowering the BAC for per se impaired driving 
from 0.08 to 0.05 can lead to approximately 
11% fewer impaired driving–related fatalities.

Sobriety Checkpoints
Highly visible, regularly utilized sobriety 
checkpoints can reduce fatal impaired-driving 
crashes by up to 20%. 

Alcohol Open Container Laws
Banning the use or possession of alcohol in the 
passenger area of the vehicle can reduce the 
fatality rate per 100,000 by up to 7%.

Oral Fluid Field Screening
Testing oral fluid for the presence of drugs 
improves the early detection of impaired 
driving.

E-warrant Systems
The use of electronic warrants for impaired 
driving offenses helps to reduce evidence 
collection delays and enhances enforcement.  

Law Enforcement Phlebotomy
Allowing law enforcement and other qualified 
personnel who have met the required state 
training and certification to draw blood for 
investigative purposes ensures reliable, timely 
evidence collection.

* State ranking is based on impaired-driving fatalities per 100 million vehicle miles traveled, with rank 1 indicating the lowest fatality rate.  
Sources: FARS 2023 Annual Report File (ARF); VMT – Federal Highway Administration (FHWA)

Impaired Driving
State Rank:*

21
Impaired Driving Fatalities

National: 12,431
State: 283

MISSOURI

http://newsroom.aaa.com/impaireddriving


  Meets recommendation        Does not meet recommendation        No law

1.	 Thomas, F. D., Darrah, J., Graham, L., Berning, A., Blomberg, R., Finstad, K., Griggs, C., Crandall, M., Schulman, C. Kozar, R., Lai, J., Mohr, N., Chenoweth, J., Cunningham, K., Babu, K., Dorfman, J., Van Heukelom, J., Ehsani, J., 
Fell, J., … & Moore, C. (2022, December). Drug prevalence among seriously or fatally injured road users (Report No. DOT HS 813 399). National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. https://doi.org/10.21949/1528627

Policy Approach
Meets 

Recommendations Opportunities Potential Benefits

All-Offender Ignition 
Interlock Device 
Requirement



•	 Require all offenders to install an IID to drive or return 
to an unrestricted license.

•	 Enact graduated sanctions for IID violations.

•	 Screen all participants in the ignition interlock 
program to identify offenders that may benefit from 
substance abuse treatment.

Sobriety Checkpoints


•	 Permit and regularly utilize sobriety checkpoints that 
meet or exceed the legal standards.

Possible Lives Saved: 25

Economic Impact: $330,000,000

0.05 BAC Per Se Limit


•	 Lower the per se limit for impairment to 0.05 BAC. Possible Lives Saved: 31  

Economic Impact: $409,200,000

Alcohol Open  
Container Law 

•	 Ban the use and possession of any open container 
of alcoholic beverage or its use within the passenger 
compartment.

Possible Lives Saved: 26 

Economic Impact: $343,200,000

Oral Fluid Testing 

Electronic Warrants 

Law Enforcement 
Phlebotomy 

MISSOURI: Impaired Driving Policies and Practices December 2025

https://doi.org/10.21949/1528627


Background
Substance-impaired driving is a national public health crisis. Alcohol impaired-driving deaths account for almost 
a third of all traffic fatalities in the U.S. each year. 

Drug-impaired driving is also on the rise. According to a 2022 study, 56% of drivers involved in serious crashes 
tested positive for alcohol or other drugs, with cannabis use among drivers significantly increasing over the past 
decade.1 Combining substances, like alcohol and other drugs, increases impairment risks. 

Impaired drivers are more likely to speed, drive drowsy, and forgo seatbelts—factors that greatly increase crash 
fatality risk. Curbing impaired driving, in turn, saves lives.

According to the AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety, drivers overwhelmingly perceive drunk driving as dangerous 
(93%) and socially unacceptable. Yet 7% admitted to engaging in this behavior in the previous 30 days. 
Additionally, 85.1% of drivers felt driving within an hour of using cannabis to be very or extremely dangerous,  
and 6.4% reported having done so in the previous 30 days.

Impaired Driving Countermeasures
AAA and MADD are dedicated to promoting driver safety through education, advocacy, enforcement and 
research. To combat impaired driving, below is a list of countermeasures that, if enacted, would save lives  
and lead to states saving millions of dollars. For additional information on these, and other countermeasures,  
visit newsroom.aaa.com/impaireddriving.

Ignition Interlock Devices (IIDs)
An alcohol breath-screening device installed 
in a vehicle and often used as a condition of 
license reinstatement. Requiring all offenders 
to install an IID can reduce fatal impaired-
driving crashes by up to 26%.

0.05 BAC
Lowering the BAC for per se impaired driving 
from 0.08 to 0.05 can lead to approximately 
11% fewer impaired driving–related fatalities.

Sobriety Checkpoints
Highly visible, regularly utilized sobriety 
checkpoints can reduce fatal impaired-driving 
crashes by up to 20%. 

Alcohol Open Container Laws
Banning the use or possession of alcohol in the 
passenger area of the vehicle can reduce the 
fatality rate per 100,000 by up to 7%.

Oral Fluid Field Screening
Testing oral fluid for the presence of drugs 
improves the early detection of impaired 
driving.

E-warrant Systems
The use of electronic warrants for impaired 
driving offenses helps to reduce evidence 
collection delays and enhances enforcement.  

Law Enforcement Phlebotomy
Allowing law enforcement and other qualified 
personnel who have met the required state 
training and certification to draw blood for 
investigative purposes ensures reliable, timely 
evidence collection.

* State ranking is based on impaired-driving fatalities per 100 million vehicle miles traveled, with rank 1 indicating the lowest fatality rate.  
Sources: FARS 2023 Annual Report File (ARF); VMT – Federal Highway Administration (FHWA)

Impaired Driving
State Rank:*

47
Impaired Driving Fatalities

National: 12,431
State: 71

MONTANA

http://newsroom.aaa.com/impaireddriving


  Meets recommendation        Does not meet recommendation        No law

1.	 Thomas, F. D., Darrah, J., Graham, L., Berning, A., Blomberg, R., Finstad, K., Griggs, C., Crandall, M., Schulman, C. Kozar, R., Lai, J., Mohr, N., Chenoweth, J., Cunningham, K., Babu, K., Dorfman, J., Van Heukelom, J., Ehsani, J., 
Fell, J., … & Moore, C. (2022, December). Drug prevalence among seriously or fatally injured road users (Report No. DOT HS 813 399). National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. https://doi.org/10.21949/1528627

Policy Approach
Meets 

Recommendations Opportunities Potential Benefits

All-Offender Ignition 
Interlock Device 
Requirement 

•	 Require all offenders to install an IID to drive or return 
to an unrestricted license.

•	 Enact compliance-based removal for IID programs.

•	 Enact graduated sanctions for IID violations.

Possible Lives Saved: 19

Economic Impact: $250,800,000

Sobriety Checkpoints


•	 Permit and regularly utilize sobriety checkpoints that 
meet or exceed the legal standards.

Possible Lives Saved: 6 

Economic Impact: $79,200,000

0.05 BAC Per Se Limit


•	 Lower the per se limit for impairment to 0.05 BAC. Possible Lives Saved:  8  

Economic Impact: $105,600,000

Alcohol Open  
Container Law 

Oral Fluid Testing


•	 Permit and utilize the collection of oral fluid to detect 
drugs for impaired-driving investigations.

Ability to rapidly detect recent drug 
and multi-substance drug use.

Electronic Warrants 

Law Enforcement 
Phlebotomy



•	 Allow law enforcement officers and other qualified 
personnel who have state training to become certified 
phlebotomists, or otherwise legally permitted to draw 
blood for investigative purposes.

Help reduce evidence collection 
delays and enhance enforcement.

MONTANA: Impaired Driving Policies and Practices December 2025

https://doi.org/10.21949/1528627


Background
Substance-impaired driving is a national public health crisis. Alcohol impaired-driving deaths account for almost 
a third of all traffic fatalities in the U.S. each year. 

Drug-impaired driving is also on the rise. According to a 2022 study, 56% of drivers involved in serious crashes 
tested positive for alcohol or other drugs, with cannabis use among drivers significantly increasing over the past 
decade.1 Combining substances, like alcohol and other drugs, increases impairment risks. 

Impaired drivers are more likely to speed, drive drowsy, and forgo seatbelts—factors that greatly increase crash 
fatality risk. Curbing impaired driving, in turn, saves lives.

According to the AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety, drivers overwhelmingly perceive drunk driving as dangerous 
(93%) and socially unacceptable. Yet 7% admitted to engaging in this behavior in the previous 30 days. 
Additionally, 85.1% of drivers felt driving within an hour of using cannabis to be very or extremely dangerous,  
and 6.4% reported having done so in the previous 30 days.

Impaired Driving Countermeasures
AAA and MADD are dedicated to promoting driver safety through education, advocacy, enforcement and 
research. To combat impaired driving, below is a list of countermeasures that, if enacted, would save lives  
and lead to states saving millions of dollars. For additional information on these, and other countermeasures,  
visit newsroom.aaa.com/impaireddriving.

Ignition Interlock Devices (IIDs)
An alcohol breath-screening device installed 
in a vehicle and often used as a condition of 
license reinstatement. Requiring all offenders 
to install an IID can reduce fatal impaired-
driving crashes by up to 26%.

0.05 BAC
Lowering the BAC for per se impaired driving 
from 0.08 to 0.05 can lead to approximately 
11% fewer impaired driving–related fatalities.

Sobriety Checkpoints
Highly visible, regularly utilized sobriety 
checkpoints can reduce fatal impaired-driving 
crashes by up to 20%. 

Alcohol Open Container Laws
Banning the use or possession of alcohol in the 
passenger area of the vehicle can reduce the 
fatality rate per 100,000 by up to 7%.

Oral Fluid Field Screening
Testing oral fluid for the presence of drugs 
improves the early detection of impaired 
driving.

E-warrant Systems
The use of electronic warrants for impaired 
driving offenses helps to reduce evidence 
collection delays and enhances enforcement.  

Law Enforcement Phlebotomy
Allowing law enforcement and other qualified 
personnel who have met the required state 
training and certification to draw blood for 
investigative purposes ensures reliable, timely 
evidence collection.

* State ranking is based on impaired-driving fatalities per 100 million vehicle miles traveled, with rank 1 indicating the lowest fatality rate.  
Sources: FARS 2023 Annual Report File (ARF); VMT – Federal Highway Administration (FHWA)

Impaired Driving
State Rank:*

18
Impaired Driving Fatalities

National: 12,431
State: 70

NEBRASKA

http://newsroom.aaa.com/impaireddriving


  Meets recommendation        Does not meet recommendation        No law

1.	 Thomas, F. D., Darrah, J., Graham, L., Berning, A., Blomberg, R., Finstad, K., Griggs, C., Crandall, M., Schulman, C. Kozar, R., Lai, J., Mohr, N., Chenoweth, J., Cunningham, K., Babu, K., Dorfman, J., Van Heukelom, J., Ehsani, J., 
Fell, J., … & Moore, C. (2022, December). Drug prevalence among seriously or fatally injured road users (Report No. DOT HS 813 399). National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. https://doi.org/10.21949/1528627

Policy Approach
Meets 

Recommendations Opportunities Potential Benefits

All-Offender Ignition 
Interlock Device 
Requirement



•	 Require all offenders to install an IID to drive or return 
to an unrestricted license.

•	 Enact compliance-based removal for IID programs.

•	 Enact graduated sanctions for IID violations.

•	 Ensure IID availability during administrative license 
suspension.

Sobriety Checkpoints 

0.05 BAC Per Se Limit


•	 Lower the per se limit for impairment to 0.05 BAC. Possible Lives Saved:  8  

Economic Impact: $105,600,000

Alcohol Open  
Container Law 

Oral Fluid Testing


•	 Permit and utilize the collection of oral fluid to detect 
drugs for impaired-driving investigations.

Ability to rapidly detect recent drug 
and multi-substance drug use.

Electronic Warrants 

Law Enforcement 
Phlebotomy



•	 Allow law enforcement officers and other qualified 
personnel who have state training to become certified 
phlebotomists, or otherwise legally permitted to draw 
blood for investigative purposes.

Help reduce evidence collection 
delays and enhance enforcement.

NEBRASKA: Impaired Driving Policies and Practices December 2025

https://doi.org/10.21949/1528627


Background
Substance-impaired driving is a national public health crisis. Alcohol impaired-driving deaths account for almost 
a third of all traffic fatalities in the U.S. each year. 

Drug-impaired driving is also on the rise. According to a 2022 study, 56% of drivers involved in serious crashes 
tested positive for alcohol or other drugs, with cannabis use among drivers significantly increasing over the past 
decade.1 Combining substances, like alcohol and other drugs, increases impairment risks. 

Impaired drivers are more likely to speed, drive drowsy, and forgo seatbelts—factors that greatly increase crash 
fatality risk. Curbing impaired driving, in turn, saves lives.

According to the AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety, drivers overwhelmingly perceive drunk driving as dangerous 
(93%) and socially unacceptable. Yet 7% admitted to engaging in this behavior in the previous 30 days. 
Additionally, 85.1% of drivers felt driving within an hour of using cannabis to be very or extremely dangerous,  
and 6.4% reported having done so in the previous 30 days.

Impaired Driving Countermeasures
AAA and MADD are dedicated to promoting driver safety through education, advocacy, enforcement and 
research. To combat impaired driving, below is a list of countermeasures that, if enacted, would save lives  
and lead to states saving millions of dollars. For additional information on these, and other countermeasures,  
visit newsroom.aaa.com/impaireddriving.

Ignition Interlock Devices (IIDs)
An alcohol breath-screening device installed 
in a vehicle and often used as a condition of 
license reinstatement. Requiring all offenders 
to install an IID can reduce fatal impaired-
driving crashes by up to 26%.

0.05 BAC
Lowering the BAC for per se impaired driving 
from 0.08 to 0.05 can lead to approximately 
11% fewer impaired driving–related fatalities.

Sobriety Checkpoints
Highly visible, regularly utilized sobriety 
checkpoints can reduce fatal impaired-driving 
crashes by up to 20%. 

Alcohol Open Container Laws
Banning the use or possession of alcohol in the 
passenger area of the vehicle can reduce the 
fatality rate per 100,000 by up to 7%.

Oral Fluid Field Screening
Testing oral fluid for the presence of drugs 
improves the early detection of impaired 
driving.

E-warrant Systems
The use of electronic warrants for impaired 
driving offenses helps to reduce evidence 
collection delays and enhances enforcement.  

Law Enforcement Phlebotomy
Allowing law enforcement and other qualified 
personnel who have met the required state 
training and certification to draw blood for 
investigative purposes ensures reliable, timely 
evidence collection.

* State ranking is based on impaired-driving fatalities per 100 million vehicle miles traveled, with rank 1 indicating the lowest fatality rate.  
Sources: FARS 2023 Annual Report File (ARF); VMT – Federal Highway Administration (FHWA)

Impaired Driving
State Rank:*

44
Impaired Driving Fatalities

National: 12,431
State: 121

NEVADA

http://newsroom.aaa.com/impaireddriving


  Meets recommendation        Does not meet recommendation        No law

1.	 Thomas, F. D., Darrah, J., Graham, L., Berning, A., Blomberg, R., Finstad, K., Griggs, C., Crandall, M., Schulman, C. Kozar, R., Lai, J., Mohr, N., Chenoweth, J., Cunningham, K., Babu, K., Dorfman, J., Van Heukelom, J., Ehsani, J., 
Fell, J., … & Moore, C. (2022, December). Drug prevalence among seriously or fatally injured road users (Report No. DOT HS 813 399). National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. https://doi.org/10.21949/1528627

Policy Approach
Meets 

Recommendations Opportunities Potential Benefits

All-Offender Ignition 
Interlock Device 
Requirement


•	 Require all offenders to install an IID to drive or return 

to an unrestricted license.

Sobriety Checkpoints 

0.05 BAC Per Se Limit


•	 Lower the per se limit for impairment to 0.05 BAC. Possible Lives Saved: 13  

Economic Impact: $171,600,000

Alcohol Open  
Container Law 

Oral Fluid Testing 

Electronic Warrants 

Law Enforcement 
Phlebotomy



•	 Allow law enforcement officers and other qualified 
personnel who have state training to become certified 
phlebotomists, or otherwise legally permitted to draw 
blood for investigative purposes.

Help reduce evidence collection 
delays and enhance enforcement.

NEVADA: Impaired Driving Policies and Practices December 2025

https://doi.org/10.21949/1528627


Background
Substance-impaired driving is a national public health crisis. Alcohol impaired-driving deaths account for almost 
a third of all traffic fatalities in the U.S. each year. 

Drug-impaired driving is also on the rise. According to a 2022 study, 56% of drivers involved in serious crashes 
tested positive for alcohol or other drugs, with cannabis use among drivers significantly increasing over the past 
decade.1 Combining substances, like alcohol and other drugs, increases impairment risks. 

Impaired drivers are more likely to speed, drive drowsy, and forgo seatbelts—factors that greatly increase crash 
fatality risk. Curbing impaired driving, in turn, saves lives.

According to the AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety, drivers overwhelmingly perceive drunk driving as dangerous 
(93%) and socially unacceptable. Yet 7% admitted to engaging in this behavior in the previous 30 days. 
Additionally, 85.1% of drivers felt driving within an hour of using cannabis to be very or extremely dangerous,  
and 6.4% reported having done so in the previous 30 days.

Impaired Driving Countermeasures
AAA and MADD are dedicated to promoting driver safety through education, advocacy, enforcement and 
research. To combat impaired driving, below is a list of countermeasures that, if enacted, would save lives  
and lead to states saving millions of dollars. For additional information on these, and other countermeasures,  
visit newsroom.aaa.com/impaireddriving.

Ignition Interlock Devices (IIDs)
An alcohol breath-screening device installed 
in a vehicle and often used as a condition of 
license reinstatement. Requiring all offenders 
to install an IID can reduce fatal impaired-
driving crashes by up to 26%.

0.05 BAC
Lowering the BAC for per se impaired driving 
from 0.08 to 0.05 can lead to approximately 
11% fewer impaired driving–related fatalities.

Sobriety Checkpoints
Highly visible, regularly utilized sobriety 
checkpoints can reduce fatal impaired-driving 
crashes by up to 20%. 

Alcohol Open Container Laws
Banning the use or possession of alcohol in the 
passenger area of the vehicle can reduce the 
fatality rate per 100,000 by up to 7%.

Oral Fluid Field Screening
Testing oral fluid for the presence of drugs 
improves the early detection of impaired 
driving.

E-warrant Systems
The use of electronic warrants for impaired 
driving offenses helps to reduce evidence 
collection delays and enhances enforcement.  

Law Enforcement Phlebotomy
Allowing law enforcement and other qualified 
personnel who have met the required state 
training and certification to draw blood for 
investigative purposes ensures reliable, timely 
evidence collection.

* State ranking is based on impaired-driving fatalities per 100 million vehicle miles traveled, with rank 1 indicating the lowest fatality rate.  
Sources: FARS 2023 Annual Report File (ARF); VMT – Federal Highway Administration (FHWA)

Impaired Driving
State Rank:*

7
Impaired Driving Fatalities

National: 12,431
State: 36

NEW HAMPSHIRE

http://newsroom.aaa.com/impaireddriving


  Meets recommendation        Does not meet recommendation        No law

1.	 Thomas, F. D., Darrah, J., Graham, L., Berning, A., Blomberg, R., Finstad, K., Griggs, C., Crandall, M., Schulman, C. Kozar, R., Lai, J., Mohr, N., Chenoweth, J., Cunningham, K., Babu, K., Dorfman, J., Van Heukelom, J., Ehsani, J., 
Fell, J., … & Moore, C. (2022, December). Drug prevalence among seriously or fatally injured road users (Report No. DOT HS 813 399). National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. https://doi.org/10.21949/1528627

Policy Approach
Meets 

Recommendations Opportunities Potential Benefits

All-Offender Ignition 
Interlock Device 
Requirement 

•	 Require all offenders to install an IID to drive or return 
to an unrestricted license.

•	 Enact graduated sanctions for IID violations.

•	 Ensure IID availability during administrative license 
suspension.

Sobriety Checkpoints 

0.05 BAC Per Se Limit


•	 Lower the per se limit for impairment to 0.05 BAC. Possible Lives Saved:  4  

Economic Impact: $52,800,000 

Alcohol Open  
Container Law 

Oral Fluid Testing


•	 Permit and utilize the collection of oral fluid to detect 
drugs for impaired-driving investigations.

Ability to rapidly detect recent drug 
and multi-substance drug use.

Electronic Warrants 

Law Enforcement 
Phlebotomy



•	 Allow law enforcement officers and other qualified 
personnel who have state training to become certified 
phlebotomists, or otherwise legally permitted to draw 
blood for investigative purposes.

Help reduce evidence collection 
delays and enhance enforcement.

NEW HAMPSHIRE: Impaired Driving Policies and Practices December 2025

https://doi.org/10.21949/1528627


Background
Substance-impaired driving is a national public health crisis. Alcohol impaired-driving deaths account for almost 
a third of all traffic fatalities in the U.S. each year. 

Drug-impaired driving is also on the rise. According to a 2022 study, 56% of drivers involved in serious crashes 
tested positive for alcohol or other drugs, with cannabis use among drivers significantly increasing over the past 
decade.1 Combining substances, like alcohol and other drugs, increases impairment risks. 

Impaired drivers are more likely to speed, drive drowsy, and forgo seatbelts—factors that greatly increase crash 
fatality risk. Curbing impaired driving, in turn, saves lives.

According to the AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety, drivers overwhelmingly perceive drunk driving as dangerous 
(93%) and socially unacceptable. Yet 7% admitted to engaging in this behavior in the previous 30 days. 
Additionally, 85.1% of drivers felt driving within an hour of using cannabis to be very or extremely dangerous,  
and 6.4% reported having done so in the previous 30 days.

Impaired Driving Countermeasures
AAA and MADD are dedicated to promoting driver safety through education, advocacy, enforcement and 
research. To combat impaired driving, below is a list of countermeasures that, if enacted, would save lives  
and lead to states saving millions of dollars. For additional information on these, and other countermeasures,  
visit newsroom.aaa.com/impaireddriving.

Ignition Interlock Devices (IIDs)
An alcohol breath-screening device installed 
in a vehicle and often used as a condition of 
license reinstatement. Requiring all offenders 
to install an IID can reduce fatal impaired-
driving crashes by up to 26%.

0.05 BAC
Lowering the BAC for per se impaired driving 
from 0.08 to 0.05 can lead to approximately 
11% fewer impaired driving–related fatalities.

Sobriety Checkpoints
Highly visible, regularly utilized sobriety 
checkpoints can reduce fatal impaired-driving 
crashes by up to 20%. 

Alcohol Open Container Laws
Banning the use or possession of alcohol in the 
passenger area of the vehicle can reduce the 
fatality rate per 100,000 by up to 7%.

Oral Fluid Field Screening
Testing oral fluid for the presence of drugs 
improves the early detection of impaired 
driving.

E-warrant Systems
The use of electronic warrants for impaired 
driving offenses helps to reduce evidence 
collection delays and enhances enforcement.  

Law Enforcement Phlebotomy
Allowing law enforcement and other qualified 
personnel who have met the required state 
training and certification to draw blood for 
investigative purposes ensures reliable, timely 
evidence collection.

* State ranking is based on impaired-driving fatalities per 100 million vehicle miles traveled, with rank 1 indicating the lowest fatality rate.  
Sources: FARS 2023 Annual Report File (ARF); VMT – Federal Highway Administration (FHWA)

Impaired Driving
State Rank:*

3
Impaired Driving Fatalities

National: 12,431
State: 142

NEW JERSEY

http://newsroom.aaa.com/impaireddriving


  Meets recommendation        Does not meet recommendation        No law

1.	 Thomas, F. D., Darrah, J., Graham, L., Berning, A., Blomberg, R., Finstad, K., Griggs, C., Crandall, M., Schulman, C. Kozar, R., Lai, J., Mohr, N., Chenoweth, J., Cunningham, K., Babu, K., Dorfman, J., Van Heukelom, J., Ehsani, J., 
Fell, J., … & Moore, C. (2022, December). Drug prevalence among seriously or fatally injured road users (Report No. DOT HS 813 399). National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. https://doi.org/10.21949/1528627

Policy Approach
Meets 

Recommendations Opportunities Potential Benefits

All-Offender Ignition 
Interlock Device 
Requirement



•	 Require all offenders to install an IID to drive or return 
to an unrestricted license.

•	 Enact graduated sanctions for IID violations.

Sobriety Checkpoints 

0.05 BAC Per Se Limit


•	 Lower the per se limit for impairment to 0.05 BAC. Possible Lives Saved: 16  

Economic Impact: $211,200,000 

Alcohol Open  
Container Law 

Oral Fluid Testing


•	 Permit and utilize the collection of oral fluid to detect 
drugs for impaired-driving investigations.

Ability to rapidly detect recent drug 
and multi-substance drug use.

Electronic Warrants 

Law Enforcement 
Phlebotomy



•	 Allow law enforcement officers and other qualified 
personnel who have state training to become certified 
phlebotomists, or otherwise legally permitted to draw 
blood for investigative purposes.

Help reduce evidence collection 
delays and enhance enforcement.

NEW JERSEY: Impaired Driving Policies and Practices December 2025

https://doi.org/10.21949/1528627


Background
Substance-impaired driving is a national public health crisis. Alcohol impaired-driving deaths account for almost 
a third of all traffic fatalities in the U.S. each year. 

Drug-impaired driving is also on the rise. According to a 2022 study, 56% of drivers involved in serious crashes 
tested positive for alcohol or other drugs, with cannabis use among drivers significantly increasing over the past 
decade.1 Combining substances, like alcohol and other drugs, increases impairment risks. 

Impaired drivers are more likely to speed, drive drowsy, and forgo seatbelts—factors that greatly increase crash 
fatality risk. Curbing impaired driving, in turn, saves lives.

According to the AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety, drivers overwhelmingly perceive drunk driving as dangerous 
(93%) and socially unacceptable. Yet 7% admitted to engaging in this behavior in the previous 30 days. 
Additionally, 85.1% of drivers felt driving within an hour of using cannabis to be very or extremely dangerous,  
and 6.4% reported having done so in the previous 30 days.

Impaired Driving Countermeasures
AAA and MADD are dedicated to promoting driver safety through education, advocacy, enforcement and 
research. To combat impaired driving, below is a list of countermeasures that, if enacted, would save lives  
and lead to states saving millions of dollars. For additional information on these, and other countermeasures,  
visit newsroom.aaa.com/impaireddriving.

Ignition Interlock Devices (IIDs)
An alcohol breath-screening device installed 
in a vehicle and often used as a condition of 
license reinstatement. Requiring all offenders 
to install an IID can reduce fatal impaired-
driving crashes by up to 26%.

0.05 BAC
Lowering the BAC for per se impaired driving 
from 0.08 to 0.05 can lead to approximately 
11% fewer impaired driving–related fatalities.

Sobriety Checkpoints
Highly visible, regularly utilized sobriety 
checkpoints can reduce fatal impaired-driving 
crashes by up to 20%. 

Alcohol Open Container Laws
Banning the use or possession of alcohol in the 
passenger area of the vehicle can reduce the 
fatality rate per 100,000 by up to 7%.

Oral Fluid Field Screening
Testing oral fluid for the presence of drugs 
improves the early detection of impaired 
driving.

E-warrant Systems
The use of electronic warrants for impaired 
driving offenses helps to reduce evidence 
collection delays and enhances enforcement.  

Law Enforcement Phlebotomy
Allowing law enforcement and other qualified 
personnel who have met the required state 
training and certification to draw blood for 
investigative purposes ensures reliable, timely 
evidence collection.

* State ranking is based on impaired-driving fatalities per 100 million vehicle miles traveled, with rank 1 indicating the lowest fatality rate.  
Sources: FARS 2023 Annual Report File (ARF); VMT – Federal Highway Administration (FHWA)

Impaired Driving
State Rank:*

40
Impaired Driving Fatalities

National: 12,431
State: 119

NEW MEXICO

http://newsroom.aaa.com/impaireddriving


  Meets recommendation        Does not meet recommendation        No law

1.	 Thomas, F. D., Darrah, J., Graham, L., Berning, A., Blomberg, R., Finstad, K., Griggs, C., Crandall, M., Schulman, C. Kozar, R., Lai, J., Mohr, N., Chenoweth, J., Cunningham, K., Babu, K., Dorfman, J., Van Heukelom, J., Ehsani, J., 
Fell, J., … & Moore, C. (2022, December). Drug prevalence among seriously or fatally injured road users (Report No. DOT HS 813 399). National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. https://doi.org/10.21949/1528627

Policy Approach
Meets 

Recommendations Opportunities Potential Benefits

All-Offender Ignition 
Interlock Device 
Requirement


•	 Enact graduated sanctions for IID violations.

Sobriety Checkpoints 

0.05 BAC Per Se Limit


•	 Lower the per se limit for impairment to 0.05 BAC. Possible Lives Saved: 13  

Economic Impact: $171,600,000

Alcohol Open  
Container Law 

Oral Fluid Testing


•	 Permit and utilize the collection of oral fluid to detect 
drugs for impaired-driving investigations.

Ability to rapidly detect recent drug 
and multi-substance drug use.

Electronic Warrants 

Law Enforcement 
Phlebotomy



•	 Allow law enforcement officers and other qualified 
personnel who have state training to become certified 
phlebotomists, or otherwise legally permitted to draw 
blood for investigative purposes.

Help reduce evidence collection 
delays and enhance enforcement.

NEW MEXICO: Impaired Driving Policies and Practices December 2025

https://doi.org/10.21949/1528627


Background
Substance-impaired driving is a national public health crisis. Alcohol impaired-driving deaths account for almost 
a third of all traffic fatalities in the U.S. each year. 

Drug-impaired driving is also on the rise. According to a 2022 study, 56% of drivers involved in serious crashes 
tested positive for alcohol or other drugs, with cannabis use among drivers significantly increasing over the past 
decade.1 Combining substances, like alcohol and other drugs, increases impairment risks. 

Impaired drivers are more likely to speed, drive drowsy, and forgo seatbelts—factors that greatly increase crash 
fatality risk. Curbing impaired driving, in turn, saves lives.

According to the AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety, drivers overwhelmingly perceive drunk driving as dangerous 
(93%) and socially unacceptable. Yet 7% admitted to engaging in this behavior in the previous 30 days. 
Additionally, 85.1% of drivers felt driving within an hour of using cannabis to be very or extremely dangerous,  
and 6.4% reported having done so in the previous 30 days.

Impaired Driving Countermeasures
AAA and MADD are dedicated to promoting driver safety through education, advocacy, enforcement and 
research. To combat impaired driving, below is a list of countermeasures that, if enacted, would save lives  
and lead to states saving millions of dollars. For additional information on these, and other countermeasures,  
visit newsroom.aaa.com/impaireddriving.

Ignition Interlock Devices (IIDs)
An alcohol breath-screening device installed 
in a vehicle and often used as a condition of 
license reinstatement. Requiring all offenders 
to install an IID can reduce fatal impaired-
driving crashes by up to 26%.

0.05 BAC
Lowering the BAC for per se impaired driving 
from 0.08 to 0.05 can lead to approximately 
11% fewer impaired driving–related fatalities.

Sobriety Checkpoints
Highly visible, regularly utilized sobriety 
checkpoints can reduce fatal impaired-driving 
crashes by up to 20%. 

Alcohol Open Container Laws
Banning the use or possession of alcohol in the 
passenger area of the vehicle can reduce the 
fatality rate per 100,000 by up to 7%.

Oral Fluid Field Screening
Testing oral fluid for the presence of drugs 
improves the early detection of impaired 
driving.

E-warrant Systems
The use of electronic warrants for impaired 
driving offenses helps to reduce evidence 
collection delays and enhances enforcement.  

Law Enforcement Phlebotomy
Allowing law enforcement and other qualified 
personnel who have met the required state 
training and certification to draw blood for 
investigative purposes ensures reliable, timely 
evidence collection.

* State ranking is based on impaired-driving fatalities per 100 million vehicle miles traveled, with rank 1 indicating the lowest fatality rate.  
Sources: FARS 2023 Annual Report File (ARF); VMT – Federal Highway Administration (FHWA)

Impaired Driving
State Rank:*

10
Impaired Driving Fatalities

National: 12,431
State: 325

NEW YORK

http://newsroom.aaa.com/impaireddriving


  Meets recommendation        Does not meet recommendation        No law

1.	 Thomas, F. D., Darrah, J., Graham, L., Berning, A., Blomberg, R., Finstad, K., Griggs, C., Crandall, M., Schulman, C. Kozar, R., Lai, J., Mohr, N., Chenoweth, J., Cunningham, K., Babu, K., Dorfman, J., Van Heukelom, J., Ehsani, J., 
Fell, J., … & Moore, C. (2022, December). Drug prevalence among seriously or fatally injured road users (Report No. DOT HS 813 399). National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. https://doi.org/10.21949/1528627

Policy Approach
Meets 

Recommendations Opportunities Potential Benefits

All-Offender Ignition 
Interlock Device 
Requirement



•	 Require all offenders to install an IID to drive or return 
to an unrestricted license.

•	 Enact graduated sanctions for IID violations.

Sobriety Checkpoints 

0.05 BAC Per Se Limit


•	 Lower the per se limit for impairment to 0.05 BAC. Possible Lives Saved: 36  

Economic Impact: $475,200,000

Alcohol Open  
Container Law 

Oral Fluid Testing


•	 Permit and utilize the collection of oral fluid to detect 
drugs for impaired-driving investigations.

Ability to rapidly detect recent drug 
and multi-substance drug use.

Electronic Warrants 

Law Enforcement 
Phlebotomy



•	 Allow law enforcement officers and other qualified 
personnel who have state training to become certified 
phlebotomists, or otherwise legally permitted to draw 
blood for investigative purposes.

Help reduce evidence collection 
delays and enhance enforcement.

NEW YORK: Impaired Driving Policies and Practices December 2025

https://doi.org/10.21949/1528627


Background
Substance-impaired driving is a national public health crisis. Alcohol impaired-driving deaths account for almost 
a third of all traffic fatalities in the U.S. each year. 

Drug-impaired driving is also on the rise. According to a 2022 study, 56% of drivers involved in serious crashes 
tested positive for alcohol or other drugs, with cannabis use among drivers significantly increasing over the past 
decade.1 Combining substances, like alcohol and other drugs, increases impairment risks. 

Impaired drivers are more likely to speed, drive drowsy, and forgo seatbelts—factors that greatly increase crash 
fatality risk. Curbing impaired driving, in turn, saves lives.

According to the AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety, drivers overwhelmingly perceive drunk driving as dangerous 
(93%) and socially unacceptable. Yet 7% admitted to engaging in this behavior in the previous 30 days. 
Additionally, 85.1% of drivers felt driving within an hour of using cannabis to be very or extremely dangerous,  
and 6.4% reported having done so in the previous 30 days.

Impaired Driving Countermeasures
AAA and MADD are dedicated to promoting driver safety through education, advocacy, enforcement and 
research. To combat impaired driving, below is a list of countermeasures that, if enacted, would save lives  
and lead to states saving millions of dollars. For additional information on these, and other countermeasures,  
visit newsroom.aaa.com/impaireddriving.

Ignition Interlock Devices (IIDs)
An alcohol breath-screening device installed 
in a vehicle and often used as a condition of 
license reinstatement. Requiring all offenders 
to install an IID can reduce fatal impaired-
driving crashes by up to 26%.

0.05 BAC
Lowering the BAC for per se impaired driving 
from 0.08 to 0.05 can lead to approximately 
11% fewer impaired driving–related fatalities.

Sobriety Checkpoints
Highly visible, regularly utilized sobriety 
checkpoints can reduce fatal impaired-driving 
crashes by up to 20%. 

Alcohol Open Container Laws
Banning the use or possession of alcohol in the 
passenger area of the vehicle can reduce the 
fatality rate per 100,000 by up to 7%.

Oral Fluid Field Screening
Testing oral fluid for the presence of drugs 
improves the early detection of impaired 
driving.

E-warrant Systems
The use of electronic warrants for impaired 
driving offenses helps to reduce evidence 
collection delays and enhances enforcement.  

Law Enforcement Phlebotomy
Allowing law enforcement and other qualified 
personnel who have met the required state 
training and certification to draw blood for 
investigative purposes ensures reliable, timely 
evidence collection.

* State ranking is based on impaired-driving fatalities per 100 million vehicle miles traveled, with rank 1 indicating the lowest fatality rate.  
Sources: FARS 2023 Annual Report File (ARF); VMT – Federal Highway Administration (FHWA)

Impaired Driving
State Rank:*

19
Impaired Driving Fatalities

National: 12,431
State: 415

NORTH CAROLINA

http://newsroom.aaa.com/impaireddriving


  Meets recommendation        Does not meet recommendation        No law

1.	 Thomas, F. D., Darrah, J., Graham, L., Berning, A., Blomberg, R., Finstad, K., Griggs, C., Crandall, M., Schulman, C. Kozar, R., Lai, J., Mohr, N., Chenoweth, J., Cunningham, K., Babu, K., Dorfman, J., Van Heukelom, J., Ehsani, J., 
Fell, J., … & Moore, C. (2022, December). Drug prevalence among seriously or fatally injured road users (Report No. DOT HS 813 399). National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. https://doi.org/10.21949/1528627

Policy Approach
Meets 

Recommendations Opportunities Potential Benefits

All-Offender Ignition 
Interlock Device 
Requirement 

•	 Require all offenders to install an IID to drive or return 
to an unrestricted license.

•	 Enact graduated sanctions for IID violations.

•	 Ensure IID availability during administrative license 
suspension.

Possible Lives Saved: 33

Economic Impact: $435,600,000

Sobriety Checkpoints 

0.05 BAC Per Se Limit


•	 Lower the per se limit for impairment to 0.05 BAC. Possible Lives Saved: 46  

Economic Impact: $607,200,000

Alcohol Open  
Container Law 

Oral Fluid Testing


•	 Permit and utilize the collection of oral fluid to detect 
drugs for impaired-driving investigations.

Ability to rapidly detect recent drug 
and multi-substance drug use.

Electronic Warrants 

Law Enforcement 
Phlebotomy 

NORTH CAROLINA: Impaired Driving Policies and Practices December 2025

https://doi.org/10.21949/1528627


Background
Substance-impaired driving is a national public health crisis. Alcohol impaired-driving deaths account for almost 
a third of all traffic fatalities in the U.S. each year. 

Drug-impaired driving is also on the rise. According to a 2022 study, 56% of drivers involved in serious crashes 
tested positive for alcohol or other drugs, with cannabis use among drivers significantly increasing over the past 
decade.1 Combining substances, like alcohol and other drugs, increases impairment risks. 

Impaired drivers are more likely to speed, drive drowsy, and forgo seatbelts—factors that greatly increase crash 
fatality risk. Curbing impaired driving, in turn, saves lives.

According to the AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety, drivers overwhelmingly perceive drunk driving as dangerous 
(93%) and socially unacceptable. Yet 7% admitted to engaging in this behavior in the previous 30 days. 
Additionally, 85.1% of drivers felt driving within an hour of using cannabis to be very or extremely dangerous,  
and 6.4% reported having done so in the previous 30 days.

Impaired Driving Countermeasures
AAA and MADD are dedicated to promoting driver safety through education, advocacy, enforcement and 
research. To combat impaired driving, below is a list of countermeasures that, if enacted, would save lives  
and lead to states saving millions of dollars. For additional information on these, and other countermeasures,  
visit newsroom.aaa.com/impaireddriving.

Ignition Interlock Devices (IIDs)
An alcohol breath-screening device installed 
in a vehicle and often used as a condition of 
license reinstatement. Requiring all offenders 
to install an IID can reduce fatal impaired-
driving crashes by up to 26%.

0.05 BAC
Lowering the BAC for per se impaired driving 
from 0.08 to 0.05 can lead to approximately 
11% fewer impaired driving–related fatalities.

Sobriety Checkpoints
Highly visible, regularly utilized sobriety 
checkpoints can reduce fatal impaired-driving 
crashes by up to 20%. 

Alcohol Open Container Laws
Banning the use or possession of alcohol in the 
passenger area of the vehicle can reduce the 
fatality rate per 100,000 by up to 7%.

Oral Fluid Field Screening
Testing oral fluid for the presence of drugs 
improves the early detection of impaired 
driving.

E-warrant Systems
The use of electronic warrants for impaired 
driving offenses helps to reduce evidence 
collection delays and enhances enforcement.  

Law Enforcement Phlebotomy
Allowing law enforcement and other qualified 
personnel who have met the required state 
training and certification to draw blood for 
investigative purposes ensures reliable, timely 
evidence collection.

* State ranking is based on impaired-driving fatalities per 100 million vehicle miles traveled, with rank 1 indicating the lowest fatality rate.  
Sources: FARS 2023 Annual Report File (ARF); VMT – Federal Highway Administration (FHWA)

Impaired Driving
State Rank:*

29
Impaired Driving Fatalities

National: 12,431
State: 38

NORTH DAKOTA

http://newsroom.aaa.com/impaireddriving


  Meets recommendation        Does not meet recommendation        No law

1.	 Thomas, F. D., Darrah, J., Graham, L., Berning, A., Blomberg, R., Finstad, K., Griggs, C., Crandall, M., Schulman, C. Kozar, R., Lai, J., Mohr, N., Chenoweth, J., Cunningham, K., Babu, K., Dorfman, J., Van Heukelom, J., Ehsani, J., 
Fell, J., … & Moore, C. (2022, December). Drug prevalence among seriously or fatally injured road users (Report No. DOT HS 813 399). National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. https://doi.org/10.21949/1528627

Policy Approach
Meets 

Recommendations Opportunities Potential Benefits

All-Offender Ignition 
Interlock Device 
Requirement



•	 Require all offenders to install an IID to drive or return 
to an unrestricted license.

•	 Enact compliance-based removal for IID programs.

•	 Enact graduated sanctions for IID violations.

•	 Ensure IID availability during administrative license 
suspension.

Possible Lives Saved: 10

Economic Impact: $132,000,000

Sobriety Checkpoints 

0.05 BAC Per Se Limit


•	 Lower the per se limit for impairment to 0.05 BAC. Possible Lives Saved:  4  

Economic Impact: $52,800,000 

Alcohol Open  
Container Law 

Oral Fluid Testing 

Electronic Warrants 

Law Enforcement 
Phlebotomy



•	 Allow law enforcement officers and other qualified 
personnel who have state training to become certified 
phlebotomists, or otherwise legally permitted to draw 
blood for investigative purposes.

Help reduce evidence collection 
delays and enhance enforcement.

NORTH DAKOTA: Impaired Driving Policies and Practices December 2025

https://doi.org/10.21949/1528627


Background
Substance-impaired driving is a national public health crisis. Alcohol impaired-driving deaths account for almost 
a third of all traffic fatalities in the U.S. each year. 

Drug-impaired driving is also on the rise. According to a 2022 study, 56% of drivers involved in serious crashes 
tested positive for alcohol or other drugs, with cannabis use among drivers significantly increasing over the past 
decade.1 Combining substances, like alcohol and other drugs, increases impairment risks. 

Impaired drivers are more likely to speed, drive drowsy, and forgo seatbelts—factors that greatly increase crash 
fatality risk. Curbing impaired driving, in turn, saves lives.

According to the AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety, drivers overwhelmingly perceive drunk driving as dangerous 
(93%) and socially unacceptable. Yet 7% admitted to engaging in this behavior in the previous 30 days. 
Additionally, 85.1% of drivers felt driving within an hour of using cannabis to be very or extremely dangerous,  
and 6.4% reported having done so in the previous 30 days.

Impaired Driving Countermeasures
AAA and MADD are dedicated to promoting driver safety through education, advocacy, enforcement and 
research. To combat impaired driving, below is a list of countermeasures that, if enacted, would save lives  
and lead to states saving millions of dollars. For additional information on these, and other countermeasures,  
visit newsroom.aaa.com/impaireddriving.

Ignition Interlock Devices (IIDs)
An alcohol breath-screening device installed 
in a vehicle and often used as a condition of 
license reinstatement. Requiring all offenders 
to install an IID can reduce fatal impaired-
driving crashes by up to 26%.

0.05 BAC
Lowering the BAC for per se impaired driving 
from 0.08 to 0.05 can lead to approximately 
11% fewer impaired driving–related fatalities.

Sobriety Checkpoints
Highly visible, regularly utilized sobriety 
checkpoints can reduce fatal impaired-driving 
crashes by up to 20%. 

Alcohol Open Container Laws
Banning the use or possession of alcohol in the 
passenger area of the vehicle can reduce the 
fatality rate per 100,000 by up to 7%.

Oral Fluid Field Screening
Testing oral fluid for the presence of drugs 
improves the early detection of impaired 
driving.

E-warrant Systems
The use of electronic warrants for impaired 
driving offenses helps to reduce evidence 
collection delays and enhances enforcement.  

Law Enforcement Phlebotomy
Allowing law enforcement and other qualified 
personnel who have met the required state 
training and certification to draw blood for 
investigative purposes ensures reliable, timely 
evidence collection.

* State ranking is based on impaired-driving fatalities per 100 million vehicle miles traveled, with rank 1 indicating the lowest fatality rate.  
Sources: FARS 2023 Annual Report File (ARF); VMT – Federal Highway Administration (FHWA)

Impaired Driving
State Rank:*

36
Impaired Driving Fatalities

National: 12,431
State: 455

OHIO

http://newsroom.aaa.com/impaireddriving


  Meets recommendation        Does not meet recommendation        No law

1.	 Thomas, F. D., Darrah, J., Graham, L., Berning, A., Blomberg, R., Finstad, K., Griggs, C., Crandall, M., Schulman, C. Kozar, R., Lai, J., Mohr, N., Chenoweth, J., Cunningham, K., Babu, K., Dorfman, J., Van Heukelom, J., Ehsani, J., 
Fell, J., … & Moore, C. (2022, December). Drug prevalence among seriously or fatally injured road users (Report No. DOT HS 813 399). National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. https://doi.org/10.21949/1528627

Policy Approach
Meets 

Recommendations Opportunities Potential Benefits

All-Offender Ignition 
Interlock Device 
Requirement 

•	 Require all offenders to install an IID to drive or return 
to an unrestricted license.

•	 Ensure IID availability during administrative license 
suspension.

Possible Lives Saved: 86

Economic Impact: $1,135,200,000

Sobriety Checkpoints 

0.05 BAC Per Se Limit


•	 Lower the per se limit for impairment to 0.05 BAC. Possible Lives Saved: 50  

Economic Impact: $660,000,000

Alcohol Open  
Container Law 

Oral Fluid Testing


•	 Permit and utilize the collection of oral fluid to detect 
drugs for impaired-driving investigations.

Ability to rapidly detect recent drug 
and multi-substance drug use.

Electronic Warrants 

Law Enforcement 
Phlebotomy 

OHIO: Impaired Driving Policies and Practices December 2025
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Background
Substance-impaired driving is a national public health crisis. Alcohol impaired-driving deaths account for almost 
a third of all traffic fatalities in the U.S. each year. 

Drug-impaired driving is also on the rise. According to a 2022 study, 56% of drivers involved in serious crashes 
tested positive for alcohol or other drugs, with cannabis use among drivers significantly increasing over the past 
decade.1 Combining substances, like alcohol and other drugs, increases impairment risks. 

Impaired drivers are more likely to speed, drive drowsy, and forgo seatbelts—factors that greatly increase crash 
fatality risk. Curbing impaired driving, in turn, saves lives.

According to the AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety, drivers overwhelmingly perceive drunk driving as dangerous 
(93%) and socially unacceptable. Yet 7% admitted to engaging in this behavior in the previous 30 days. 
Additionally, 85.1% of drivers felt driving within an hour of using cannabis to be very or extremely dangerous,  
and 6.4% reported having done so in the previous 30 days.

Impaired Driving Countermeasures
AAA and MADD are dedicated to promoting driver safety through education, advocacy, enforcement and 
research. To combat impaired driving, below is a list of countermeasures that, if enacted, would save lives  
and lead to states saving millions of dollars. For additional information on these, and other countermeasures,  
visit newsroom.aaa.com/impaireddriving.

Ignition Interlock Devices (IIDs)
An alcohol breath-screening device installed 
in a vehicle and often used as a condition of 
license reinstatement. Requiring all offenders 
to install an IID can reduce fatal impaired-
driving crashes by up to 26%.

0.05 BAC
Lowering the BAC for per se impaired driving 
from 0.08 to 0.05 can lead to approximately 
11% fewer impaired driving–related fatalities.

Sobriety Checkpoints
Highly visible, regularly utilized sobriety 
checkpoints can reduce fatal impaired-driving 
crashes by up to 20%. 

Alcohol Open Container Laws
Banning the use or possession of alcohol in the 
passenger area of the vehicle can reduce the 
fatality rate per 100,000 by up to 7%.

Oral Fluid Field Screening
Testing oral fluid for the presence of drugs 
improves the early detection of impaired 
driving.

E-warrant Systems
The use of electronic warrants for impaired 
driving offenses helps to reduce evidence 
collection delays and enhances enforcement.  

Law Enforcement Phlebotomy
Allowing law enforcement and other qualified 
personnel who have met the required state 
training and certification to draw blood for 
investigative purposes ensures reliable, timely 
evidence collection.

* State ranking is based on impaired-driving fatalities per 100 million vehicle miles traveled, with rank 1 indicating the lowest fatality rate.  
Sources: FARS 2023 Annual Report File (ARF); VMT – Federal Highway Administration (FHWA)

Impaired Driving
State Rank:*

31
Impaired Driving Fatalities

National: 12,431
State: 179

OKLAHOMA

http://newsroom.aaa.com/impaireddriving


  Meets recommendation        Does not meet recommendation        No law

1.	 Thomas, F. D., Darrah, J., Graham, L., Berning, A., Blomberg, R., Finstad, K., Griggs, C., Crandall, M., Schulman, C. Kozar, R., Lai, J., Mohr, N., Chenoweth, J., Cunningham, K., Babu, K., Dorfman, J., Van Heukelom, J., Ehsani, J., 
Fell, J., … & Moore, C. (2022, December). Drug prevalence among seriously or fatally injured road users (Report No. DOT HS 813 399). National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. https://doi.org/10.21949/1528627

Policy Approach
Meets 

Recommendations Opportunities Potential Benefits

All-Offender Ignition 
Interlock Device 
Requirement


•	 Enact graduated sanctions for IID violations.

Sobriety Checkpoints 

0.05 BAC Per Se Limit


•	 Lower the per se limit for impairment to 0.05 BAC. Possible Lives Saved: 20  

Economic Impact: $264,000,000

Alcohol Open  
Container Law 

Oral Fluid Testing 

Electronic Warrants 

Law Enforcement 
Phlebotomy



•	 Allow law enforcement officers and other qualified 
personnel who have state training to become certified 
phlebotomists, or otherwise legally permitted to draw 
blood for investigative purposes.

Help reduce evidence collection 
delays and enhance enforcement.

OKLAHOMA: Impaired Driving Policies and Practices December 2025

https://doi.org/10.21949/1528627


Background
Substance-impaired driving is a national public health crisis. Alcohol impaired-driving deaths account for almost 
a third of all traffic fatalities in the U.S. each year. 

Drug-impaired driving is also on the rise. According to a 2022 study, 56% of drivers involved in serious crashes 
tested positive for alcohol or other drugs, with cannabis use among drivers significantly increasing over the past 
decade.1 Combining substances, like alcohol and other drugs, increases impairment risks. 

Impaired drivers are more likely to speed, drive drowsy, and forgo seatbelts—factors that greatly increase crash 
fatality risk. Curbing impaired driving, in turn, saves lives.

According to the AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety, drivers overwhelmingly perceive drunk driving as dangerous 
(93%) and socially unacceptable. Yet 7% admitted to engaging in this behavior in the previous 30 days. 
Additionally, 85.1% of drivers felt driving within an hour of using cannabis to be very or extremely dangerous,  
and 6.4% reported having done so in the previous 30 days.

Impaired Driving Countermeasures
AAA and MADD are dedicated to promoting driver safety through education, advocacy, enforcement and 
research. To combat impaired driving, below is a list of countermeasures that, if enacted, would save lives  
and lead to states saving millions of dollars. For additional information on these, and other countermeasures,  
visit newsroom.aaa.com/impaireddriving.

Ignition Interlock Devices (IIDs)
An alcohol breath-screening device installed 
in a vehicle and often used as a condition of 
license reinstatement. Requiring all offenders 
to install an IID can reduce fatal impaired-
driving crashes by up to 26%.

0.05 BAC
Lowering the BAC for per se impaired driving 
from 0.08 to 0.05 can lead to approximately 
11% fewer impaired driving–related fatalities.

Sobriety Checkpoints
Highly visible, regularly utilized sobriety 
checkpoints can reduce fatal impaired-driving 
crashes by up to 20%. 

Alcohol Open Container Laws
Banning the use or possession of alcohol in the 
passenger area of the vehicle can reduce the 
fatality rate per 100,000 by up to 7%.

Oral Fluid Field Screening
Testing oral fluid for the presence of drugs 
improves the early detection of impaired 
driving.

E-warrant Systems
The use of electronic warrants for impaired 
driving offenses helps to reduce evidence 
collection delays and enhances enforcement.  

Law Enforcement Phlebotomy
Allowing law enforcement and other qualified 
personnel who have met the required state 
training and certification to draw blood for 
investigative purposes ensures reliable, timely 
evidence collection.

* State ranking is based on impaired-driving fatalities per 100 million vehicle miles traveled, with rank 1 indicating the lowest fatality rate.  
Sources: FARS 2023 Annual Report File (ARF); VMT – Federal Highway Administration (FHWA)

Impaired Driving
State Rank:*

48
Impaired Driving Fatalities

National: 12,431
State: 200

OREGON

http://newsroom.aaa.com/impaireddriving


  Meets recommendation        Does not meet recommendation        No law

1.	 Thomas, F. D., Darrah, J., Graham, L., Berning, A., Blomberg, R., Finstad, K., Griggs, C., Crandall, M., Schulman, C. Kozar, R., Lai, J., Mohr, N., Chenoweth, J., Cunningham, K., Babu, K., Dorfman, J., Van Heukelom, J., Ehsani, J., 
Fell, J., … & Moore, C. (2022, December). Drug prevalence among seriously or fatally injured road users (Report No. DOT HS 813 399). National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. https://doi.org/10.21949/1528627

Policy Approach
Meets 

Recommendations Opportunities Potential Benefits

All-Offender Ignition 
Interlock Device 
Requirement 

•	 Require all offenders to install an IID to drive or return 
to an unrestricted license.

•	 Enact graduated sanctions for IID violations.

•	 Ensure IID availability during administrative license 
suspension.

Sobriety Checkpoints


•	 Permit and regularly utilize sobriety checkpoints that 
meet or exceed the legal standards.

Possible Lives Saved: 18 

Economic Impact: $237,600,000

0.05 BAC Per Se Limit


•	 Lower the per se limit for impairment to 0.05 BAC. Possible Lives Saved: 22  

Economic Impact: $290,400,000 

Alcohol Open  
Container Law 

Oral Fluid Testing


•	 Permit and utilize the collection of oral fluid to detect 
drugs for impaired-driving investigations.

Ability to rapidly detect recent drug 
and multi-substance drug use.

Electronic Warrants 

Law Enforcement 
Phlebotomy 

OREGON: Impaired Driving Policies and Practices December 2025

https://doi.org/10.21949/1528627


Background
Substance-impaired driving is a national public health crisis. Alcohol impaired-driving deaths account for almost 
a third of all traffic fatalities in the U.S. each year. 

Drug-impaired driving is also on the rise. According to a 2022 study, 56% of drivers involved in serious crashes 
tested positive for alcohol or other drugs, with cannabis use among drivers significantly increasing over the past 
decade.1 Combining substances, like alcohol and other drugs, increases impairment risks. 

Impaired drivers are more likely to speed, drive drowsy, and forgo seatbelts—factors that greatly increase crash 
fatality risk. Curbing impaired driving, in turn, saves lives.

According to the AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety, drivers overwhelmingly perceive drunk driving as dangerous 
(93%) and socially unacceptable. Yet 7% admitted to engaging in this behavior in the previous 30 days. 
Additionally, 85.1% of drivers felt driving within an hour of using cannabis to be very or extremely dangerous,  
and 6.4% reported having done so in the previous 30 days.

Impaired Driving Countermeasures
AAA and MADD are dedicated to promoting driver safety through education, advocacy, enforcement and 
research. To combat impaired driving, below is a list of countermeasures that, if enacted, would save lives  
and lead to states saving millions of dollars. For additional information on these, and other countermeasures,  
visit newsroom.aaa.com/impaireddriving.

Ignition Interlock Devices (IIDs)
An alcohol breath-screening device installed 
in a vehicle and often used as a condition of 
license reinstatement. Requiring all offenders 
to install an IID can reduce fatal impaired-
driving crashes by up to 26%.

0.05 BAC
Lowering the BAC for per se impaired driving 
from 0.08 to 0.05 can lead to approximately 
11% fewer impaired driving–related fatalities.

Sobriety Checkpoints
Highly visible, regularly utilized sobriety 
checkpoints can reduce fatal impaired-driving 
crashes by up to 20%. 

Alcohol Open Container Laws
Banning the use or possession of alcohol in the 
passenger area of the vehicle can reduce the 
fatality rate per 100,000 by up to 7%.

Oral Fluid Field Screening
Testing oral fluid for the presence of drugs 
improves the early detection of impaired 
driving.

E-warrant Systems
The use of electronic warrants for impaired 
driving offenses helps to reduce evidence 
collection delays and enhances enforcement.  

Law Enforcement Phlebotomy
Allowing law enforcement and other qualified 
personnel who have met the required state 
training and certification to draw blood for 
investigative purposes ensures reliable, timely 
evidence collection.

* State ranking is based on impaired-driving fatalities per 100 million vehicle miles traveled, with rank 1 indicating the lowest fatality rate.  
Sources: FARS 2023 Annual Report File (ARF); VMT – Federal Highway Administration (FHWA)

Impaired Driving
State Rank:*

17
Impaired Driving Fatalities

National: 12,431
State: 321

PENNSYLVANIA

http://newsroom.aaa.com/impaireddriving


  Meets recommendation        Does not meet recommendation        No law

1.	 Thomas, F. D., Darrah, J., Graham, L., Berning, A., Blomberg, R., Finstad, K., Griggs, C., Crandall, M., Schulman, C. Kozar, R., Lai, J., Mohr, N., Chenoweth, J., Cunningham, K., Babu, K., Dorfman, J., Van Heukelom, J., Ehsani, J., 
Fell, J., … & Moore, C. (2022, December). Drug prevalence among seriously or fatally injured road users (Report No. DOT HS 813 399). National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. https://doi.org/10.21949/1528627

Policy Approach
Meets 

Recommendations Opportunities Potential Benefits

All-Offender Ignition 
Interlock Device 
Requirement



•	 Require all offenders to install an IID to drive or return 
to an unrestricted license.

•	 Enact graduated sanctions for IID violations.

Possible Lives Saved: 25

Economic Impact: $330,000,000 

Sobriety Checkpoints 

0.05 BAC Per Se Limit


•	 Lower the per se limit for impairment to 0.05 BAC. Possible Lives Saved: 35  

Economic Impact: $462,000,000

Alcohol Open  
Container Law 

Oral Fluid Testing


•	 Permit and utilize the collection of oral fluid to detect 
drugs for impaired-driving investigations.

Ability to rapidly detect recent drug 
and multi-substance drug use.

Electronic Warrants 

Law Enforcement 
Phlebotomy 

PENNSYLVANIA: Impaired Driving Policies and Practices December 2025

https://doi.org/10.21949/1528627


Background
Substance-impaired driving is a national public health crisis. Alcohol impaired-driving deaths account for almost 
a third of all traffic fatalities in the U.S. each year. 

Drug-impaired driving is also on the rise. According to a 2022 study, 56% of drivers involved in serious crashes 
tested positive for alcohol or other drugs, with cannabis use among drivers significantly increasing over the past 
decade.1 Combining substances, like alcohol and other drugs, increases impairment risks. 

Impaired drivers are more likely to speed, drive drowsy, and forgo seatbelts—factors that greatly increase crash 
fatality risk. Curbing impaired driving, in turn, saves lives.

According to the AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety, drivers overwhelmingly perceive drunk driving as dangerous 
(93%) and socially unacceptable. Yet 7% admitted to engaging in this behavior in the previous 30 days. 
Additionally, 85.1% of drivers felt driving within an hour of using cannabis to be very or extremely dangerous,  
and 6.4% reported having done so in the previous 30 days.

Impaired Driving Countermeasures
AAA and MADD are dedicated to promoting driver safety through education, advocacy, enforcement and 
research. To combat impaired driving, below is a list of countermeasures that, if enacted, would save lives  
and lead to states saving millions of dollars. For additional information on these, and other countermeasures,  
visit newsroom.aaa.com/impaireddriving.

Ignition Interlock Devices (IIDs)
An alcohol breath-screening device installed 
in a vehicle and often used as a condition of 
license reinstatement. Requiring all offenders 
to install an IID can reduce fatal impaired-
driving crashes by up to 26%.

0.05 BAC
Lowering the BAC for per se impaired driving 
from 0.08 to 0.05 can lead to approximately 
11% fewer impaired driving–related fatalities.

Sobriety Checkpoints
Highly visible, regularly utilized sobriety 
checkpoints can reduce fatal impaired-driving 
crashes by up to 20%. 

Alcohol Open Container Laws
Banning the use or possession of alcohol in the 
passenger area of the vehicle can reduce the 
fatality rate per 100,000 by up to 7%.

Oral Fluid Field Screening
Testing oral fluid for the presence of drugs 
improves the early detection of impaired 
driving.

E-warrant Systems
The use of electronic warrants for impaired 
driving offenses helps to reduce evidence 
collection delays and enhances enforcement.  

Law Enforcement Phlebotomy
Allowing law enforcement and other qualified 
personnel who have met the required state 
training and certification to draw blood for 
investigative purposes ensures reliable, timely 
evidence collection.

* State ranking is based on impaired-driving fatalities per 100 million vehicle miles traveled, with rank 1 indicating the lowest fatality rate.  
Sources: FARS 2023 Annual Report File (ARF); VMT – Federal Highway Administration (FHWA)

Impaired Driving
State Rank:*

16
Impaired Driving Fatalities

National: 12,431
State: 24

RHODE ISLAND

http://newsroom.aaa.com/impaireddriving


  Meets recommendation        Does not meet recommendation        No law

1.	 Thomas, F. D., Darrah, J., Graham, L., Berning, A., Blomberg, R., Finstad, K., Griggs, C., Crandall, M., Schulman, C. Kozar, R., Lai, J., Mohr, N., Chenoweth, J., Cunningham, K., Babu, K., Dorfman, J., Van Heukelom, J., Ehsani, J., 
Fell, J., … & Moore, C. (2022, December). Drug prevalence among seriously or fatally injured road users (Report No. DOT HS 813 399). National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. https://doi.org/10.21949/1528627

Policy Approach
Meets 

Recommendations Opportunities Potential Benefits

All-Offender Ignition 
Interlock Device 
Requirement 

•	 Require all offenders to install an IID to drive or return 
to an unrestricted license.

•	 Screen all participants in the ignition interlock 
program to identify offenders that may benefit from 
substance abuse treatment. 

Possible Lives Saved: 6

Economic Impact: $79,200,000

Sobriety Checkpoints


•	 Permit and regularly utilize sobriety checkpoints that 
meet or exceed the legal standards.

Possible Lives Saved: 2 

Economic Impact: $26,400,000 

0.05 BAC Per Se Limit


•	 Lower the per se limit for impairment to 0.05 BAC. Possible Lives Saved:  3  

Economic Impact: $39,600,000

Alcohol Open  
Container Law 

Oral Fluid Testing


•	 Permit and utilize the collection of oral fluid to detect 
drugs for impaired-driving investigations.

Ability to rapidly detect recent drug 
and multi-substance drug use.

Electronic Warrants 

Law Enforcement 
Phlebotomy 

RHODE ISLAND: Impaired Driving Policies and Practices December 2025

https://doi.org/10.21949/1528627


Background
Substance-impaired driving is a national public health crisis. Alcohol impaired-driving deaths account for almost 
a third of all traffic fatalities in the U.S. each year. 

Drug-impaired driving is also on the rise. According to a 2022 study, 56% of drivers involved in serious crashes 
tested positive for alcohol or other drugs, with cannabis use among drivers significantly increasing over the past 
decade.1 Combining substances, like alcohol and other drugs, increases impairment risks. 

Impaired drivers are more likely to speed, drive drowsy, and forgo seatbelts—factors that greatly increase crash 
fatality risk. Curbing impaired driving, in turn, saves lives.

According to the AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety, drivers overwhelmingly perceive drunk driving as dangerous 
(93%) and socially unacceptable. Yet 7% admitted to engaging in this behavior in the previous 30 days. 
Additionally, 85.1% of drivers felt driving within an hour of using cannabis to be very or extremely dangerous,  
and 6.4% reported having done so in the previous 30 days.

Impaired Driving Countermeasures
AAA and MADD are dedicated to promoting driver safety through education, advocacy, enforcement and 
research. To combat impaired driving, below is a list of countermeasures that, if enacted, would save lives  
and lead to states saving millions of dollars. For additional information on these, and other countermeasures,  
visit newsroom.aaa.com/impaireddriving.

Ignition Interlock Devices (IIDs)
An alcohol breath-screening device installed 
in a vehicle and often used as a condition of 
license reinstatement. Requiring all offenders 
to install an IID can reduce fatal impaired-
driving crashes by up to 26%.

0.05 BAC
Lowering the BAC for per se impaired driving 
from 0.08 to 0.05 can lead to approximately 
11% fewer impaired driving–related fatalities.

Sobriety Checkpoints
Highly visible, regularly utilized sobriety 
checkpoints can reduce fatal impaired-driving 
crashes by up to 20%. 

Alcohol Open Container Laws
Banning the use or possession of alcohol in the 
passenger area of the vehicle can reduce the 
fatality rate per 100,000 by up to 7%.

Oral Fluid Field Screening
Testing oral fluid for the presence of drugs 
improves the early detection of impaired 
driving.

E-warrant Systems
The use of electronic warrants for impaired 
driving offenses helps to reduce evidence 
collection delays and enhances enforcement.  

Law Enforcement Phlebotomy
Allowing law enforcement and other qualified 
personnel who have met the required state 
training and certification to draw blood for 
investigative purposes ensures reliable, timely 
evidence collection.

* State ranking is based on impaired-driving fatalities per 100 million vehicle miles traveled, with rank 1 indicating the lowest fatality rate.  
Sources: FARS 2023 Annual Report File (ARF); VMT – Federal Highway Administration (FHWA)

Impaired Driving
State Rank:*

51
Impaired Driving Fatalities

National: 12,431
State: 413

SOUTH CAROLINA

http://newsroom.aaa.com/impaireddriving


  Meets recommendation        Does not meet recommendation        No law

1.	 Thomas, F. D., Darrah, J., Graham, L., Berning, A., Blomberg, R., Finstad, K., Griggs, C., Crandall, M., Schulman, C. Kozar, R., Lai, J., Mohr, N., Chenoweth, J., Cunningham, K., Babu, K., Dorfman, J., Van Heukelom, J., Ehsani, J., 
Fell, J., … & Moore, C. (2022, December). Drug prevalence among seriously or fatally injured road users (Report No. DOT HS 813 399). National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. https://doi.org/10.21949/1528627

Policy Approach
Meets 

Recommendations Opportunities Potential Benefits

All-Offender Ignition 
Interlock Device 
Requirement


•	 Require all offenders to install an IID to drive or return 

to an unrestricted license.

Sobriety Checkpoints 

0.05 BAC Per Se Limit


•	 Lower the per se limit for impairment to 0.05 BAC. Possible Lives Saved: 45  

Economic Impact: $594,000,000 

Alcohol Open  
Container Law 

Oral Fluid Testing


•	 Permit and utilize the collection of oral fluid to detect 
drugs for impaired-driving investigations.

Ability to rapidly detect recent drug 
and multi-substance drug use.

Electronic Warrants 

Law Enforcement 
Phlebotomy



•	 Allow law enforcement officers and other qualified 
personnel who have state training to become certified 
phlebotomists, or otherwise legally permitted to draw 
blood for investigative purposes.

Help reduce evidence collection 
delays and enhance enforcement.

SOUTH CAROLINA: Impaired Driving Policies and Practices December 2025

https://doi.org/10.21949/1528627


Background
Substance-impaired driving is a national public health crisis. Alcohol impaired-driving deaths account for almost 
a third of all traffic fatalities in the U.S. each year. 

Drug-impaired driving is also on the rise. According to a 2022 study, 56% of drivers involved in serious crashes 
tested positive for alcohol or other drugs, with cannabis use among drivers significantly increasing over the past 
decade.1 Combining substances, like alcohol and other drugs, increases impairment risks. 

Impaired drivers are more likely to speed, drive drowsy, and forgo seatbelts—factors that greatly increase crash 
fatality risk. Curbing impaired driving, in turn, saves lives.

According to the AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety, drivers overwhelmingly perceive drunk driving as dangerous 
(93%) and socially unacceptable. Yet 7% admitted to engaging in this behavior in the previous 30 days. 
Additionally, 85.1% of drivers felt driving within an hour of using cannabis to be very or extremely dangerous,  
and 6.4% reported having done so in the previous 30 days.

Impaired Driving Countermeasures
AAA and MADD are dedicated to promoting driver safety through education, advocacy, enforcement and 
research. To combat impaired driving, below is a list of countermeasures that, if enacted, would save lives  
and lead to states saving millions of dollars. For additional information on these, and other countermeasures,  
visit newsroom.aaa.com/impaireddriving.

Ignition Interlock Devices (IIDs)
An alcohol breath-screening device installed 
in a vehicle and often used as a condition of 
license reinstatement. Requiring all offenders 
to install an IID can reduce fatal impaired-
driving crashes by up to 26%.

0.05 BAC
Lowering the BAC for per se impaired driving 
from 0.08 to 0.05 can lead to approximately 
11% fewer impaired driving–related fatalities.

Sobriety Checkpoints
Highly visible, regularly utilized sobriety 
checkpoints can reduce fatal impaired-driving 
crashes by up to 20%. 

Alcohol Open Container Laws
Banning the use or possession of alcohol in the 
passenger area of the vehicle can reduce the 
fatality rate per 100,000 by up to 7%.

Oral Fluid Field Screening
Testing oral fluid for the presence of drugs 
improves the early detection of impaired 
driving.

E-warrant Systems
The use of electronic warrants for impaired 
driving offenses helps to reduce evidence 
collection delays and enhances enforcement.  

Law Enforcement Phlebotomy
Allowing law enforcement and other qualified 
personnel who have met the required state 
training and certification to draw blood for 
investigative purposes ensures reliable, timely 
evidence collection.

* State ranking is based on impaired-driving fatalities per 100 million vehicle miles traveled, with rank 1 indicating the lowest fatality rate.  
Sources: FARS 2023 Annual Report File (ARF); VMT – Federal Highway Administration (FHWA)

Impaired Driving
State Rank:*

24
Impaired Driving Fatalities

National: 12,431
State: 38

SOUTH DAKOTA

http://newsroom.aaa.com/impaireddriving


  Meets recommendation        Does not meet recommendation        No law

1.	 Thomas, F. D., Darrah, J., Graham, L., Berning, A., Blomberg, R., Finstad, K., Griggs, C., Crandall, M., Schulman, C. Kozar, R., Lai, J., Mohr, N., Chenoweth, J., Cunningham, K., Babu, K., Dorfman, J., Van Heukelom, J., Ehsani, J., 
Fell, J., … & Moore, C. (2022, December). Drug prevalence among seriously or fatally injured road users (Report No. DOT HS 813 399). National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. https://doi.org/10.21949/1528627

Policy Approach
Meets 

Recommendations Opportunities Potential Benefits

All-Offender Ignition 
Interlock Device 
Requirement



•	 Require all offenders to install an IID to drive or return 
to an unrestricted license.

•	 Enact compliance-based removal for IID programs.

•	 Enact graduated sanctions for IID violations.

•	 Ensure IID availability during administrative license 
suspension.

•	 Screen all participants in the ignition interlock 
program to identify offenders that may benefit from 
substance abuse treatment.

Possible Lives Saved: 10

Economic Impact: $132,000,000

Sobriety Checkpoints 

0.05 BAC Per Se Limit


•	 Lower the per se limit for impairment to 0.05 BAC. Possible Lives Saved:  4  

Economic Impact: $52,800,000

Alcohol Open  
Container Law 

Oral Fluid Testing 

Electronic Warrants 

Law Enforcement 
Phlebotomy 

SOUTH DAKOTA: Impaired Driving Policies and Practices December 2025

https://doi.org/10.21949/1528627


Background
Substance-impaired driving is a national public health crisis. Alcohol impaired-driving deaths account for almost 
a third of all traffic fatalities in the U.S. each year. 

Drug-impaired driving is also on the rise. According to a 2022 study, 56% of drivers involved in serious crashes 
tested positive for alcohol or other drugs, with cannabis use among drivers significantly increasing over the past 
decade.1 Combining substances, like alcohol and other drugs, increases impairment risks. 

Impaired drivers are more likely to speed, drive drowsy, and forgo seatbelts—factors that greatly increase crash 
fatality risk. Curbing impaired driving, in turn, saves lives.

According to the AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety, drivers overwhelmingly perceive drunk driving as dangerous 
(93%) and socially unacceptable. Yet 7% admitted to engaging in this behavior in the previous 30 days. 
Additionally, 85.1% of drivers felt driving within an hour of using cannabis to be very or extremely dangerous,  
and 6.4% reported having done so in the previous 30 days.

Impaired Driving Countermeasures
AAA and MADD are dedicated to promoting driver safety through education, advocacy, enforcement and 
research. To combat impaired driving, below is a list of countermeasures that, if enacted, would save lives  
and lead to states saving millions of dollars. For additional information on these, and other countermeasures,  
visit newsroom.aaa.com/impaireddriving.

Ignition Interlock Devices (IIDs)
An alcohol breath-screening device installed 
in a vehicle and often used as a condition of 
license reinstatement. Requiring all offenders 
to install an IID can reduce fatal impaired-
driving crashes by up to 26%.

0.05 BAC
Lowering the BAC for per se impaired driving 
from 0.08 to 0.05 can lead to approximately 
11% fewer impaired driving–related fatalities.

Sobriety Checkpoints
Highly visible, regularly utilized sobriety 
checkpoints can reduce fatal impaired-driving 
crashes by up to 20%. 

Alcohol Open Container Laws
Banning the use or possession of alcohol in the 
passenger area of the vehicle can reduce the 
fatality rate per 100,000 by up to 7%.

Oral Fluid Field Screening
Testing oral fluid for the presence of drugs 
improves the early detection of impaired 
driving.

E-warrant Systems
The use of electronic warrants for impaired 
driving offenses helps to reduce evidence 
collection delays and enhances enforcement.  

Law Enforcement Phlebotomy
Allowing law enforcement and other qualified 
personnel who have met the required state 
training and certification to draw blood for 
investigative purposes ensures reliable, timely 
evidence collection.

* State ranking is based on impaired-driving fatalities per 100 million vehicle miles traveled, with rank 1 indicating the lowest fatality rate.  
Sources: FARS 2023 Annual Report File (ARF); VMT – Federal Highway Administration (FHWA)

Impaired Driving
State Rank:*

45
Impaired Driving Fatalities

National: 12,431
State: 371

TENNESSEE

http://newsroom.aaa.com/impaireddriving


  Meets recommendation        Does not meet recommendation        No law

1.	 Thomas, F. D., Darrah, J., Graham, L., Berning, A., Blomberg, R., Finstad, K., Griggs, C., Crandall, M., Schulman, C. Kozar, R., Lai, J., Mohr, N., Chenoweth, J., Cunningham, K., Babu, K., Dorfman, J., Van Heukelom, J., Ehsani, J., 
Fell, J., … & Moore, C. (2022, December). Drug prevalence among seriously or fatally injured road users (Report No. DOT HS 813 399). National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. https://doi.org/10.21949/1528627

Policy Approach
Meets 

Recommendations Opportunities Potential Benefits

All-Offender Ignition 
Interlock Device 
Requirement


•	 Screen all participants in the ignition interlock 

program to identify offenders that may benefit from 
substance abuse treatment.

Sobriety Checkpoints 

0.05 BAC Per Se Limit


•	 Lower the per se limit for impairment to 0.05 BAC. Possible Lives Saved: 41  

Economic Impact: $541,200,000

Alcohol Open  
Container Law 

•	 Ban the use and possession of any open container 
of alcoholic beverage or its use within the passenger 
compartment.

Possible Lives Saved: 30 

Economic Impact: $396,000,000

Oral Fluid Testing 

Electronic Warrants 

Law Enforcement 
Phlebotomy



•	 Allow law enforcement officers and other qualified 
personnel who have state training to become certified 
phlebotomists, or otherwise legally permitted to draw 
blood for investigative purposes.

Help reduce evidence collection 
delays and enhance enforcement.

TENNESSEE: Impaired Driving Policies and Practices December 2025

https://doi.org/10.21949/1528627


Background
Substance-impaired driving is a national public health crisis. Alcohol impaired-driving deaths account for almost 
a third of all traffic fatalities in the U.S. each year. 

Drug-impaired driving is also on the rise. According to a 2022 study, 56% of drivers involved in serious crashes 
tested positive for alcohol or other drugs, with cannabis use among drivers significantly increasing over the past 
decade.1 Combining substances, like alcohol and other drugs, increases impairment risks. 

Impaired drivers are more likely to speed, drive drowsy, and forgo seatbelts—factors that greatly increase crash 
fatality risk. Curbing impaired driving, in turn, saves lives.

According to the AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety, drivers overwhelmingly perceive drunk driving as dangerous 
(93%) and socially unacceptable. Yet 7% admitted to engaging in this behavior in the previous 30 days. 
Additionally, 85.1% of drivers felt driving within an hour of using cannabis to be very or extremely dangerous,  
and 6.4% reported having done so in the previous 30 days.

Impaired Driving Countermeasures
AAA and MADD are dedicated to promoting driver safety through education, advocacy, enforcement and 
research. To combat impaired driving, below is a list of countermeasures that, if enacted, would save lives  
and lead to states saving millions of dollars. For additional information on these, and other countermeasures,  
visit newsroom.aaa.com/impaireddriving.

Ignition Interlock Devices (IIDs)
An alcohol breath-screening device installed 
in a vehicle and often used as a condition of 
license reinstatement. Requiring all offenders 
to install an IID can reduce fatal impaired-
driving crashes by up to 26%.

0.05 BAC
Lowering the BAC for per se impaired driving 
from 0.08 to 0.05 can lead to approximately 
11% fewer impaired driving–related fatalities.

Sobriety Checkpoints
Highly visible, regularly utilized sobriety 
checkpoints can reduce fatal impaired-driving 
crashes by up to 20%. 

Alcohol Open Container Laws
Banning the use or possession of alcohol in the 
passenger area of the vehicle can reduce the 
fatality rate per 100,000 by up to 7%.

Oral Fluid Field Screening
Testing oral fluid for the presence of drugs 
improves the early detection of impaired 
driving.

E-warrant Systems
The use of electronic warrants for impaired 
driving offenses helps to reduce evidence 
collection delays and enhances enforcement.  

Law Enforcement Phlebotomy
Allowing law enforcement and other qualified 
personnel who have met the required state 
training and certification to draw blood for 
investigative purposes ensures reliable, timely 
evidence collection.

* State ranking is based on impaired-driving fatalities per 100 million vehicle miles traveled, with rank 1 indicating the lowest fatality rate.  
Sources: FARS 2023 Annual Report File (ARF); VMT – Federal Highway Administration (FHWA)

Impaired Driving
State Rank:*

49
Impaired Driving Fatalities

National: 12,431
State: 1,699

TEXAS

http://newsroom.aaa.com/impaireddriving


  Meets recommendation        Does not meet recommendation        No law

1.	 Thomas, F. D., Darrah, J., Graham, L., Berning, A., Blomberg, R., Finstad, K., Griggs, C., Crandall, M., Schulman, C. Kozar, R., Lai, J., Mohr, N., Chenoweth, J., Cunningham, K., Babu, K., Dorfman, J., Van Heukelom, J., Ehsani, J., 
Fell, J., … & Moore, C. (2022, December). Drug prevalence among seriously or fatally injured road users (Report No. DOT HS 813 399). National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. https://doi.org/10.21949/1528627

Policy Approach
Meets 

Recommendations Opportunities Potential Benefits

All-Offender Ignition 
Interlock Device 
Requirement


•	 Require all offenders to install an IID to drive or return 

to an unrestricted license.

Sobriety Checkpoints


•	 Permit and regularly utilize sobriety checkpoints that 
meet or exceed the legal standards.

Possible Lives Saved: 153 

Economic Impact: $2,019,600,000 

0.05 BAC Per Se Limit


•	 Lower the per se limit for impairment to 0.05 BAC. Possible Lives Saved: 187  

Economic Impact: $2,468,400,000

Alcohol Open  
Container Law 

Oral Fluid Testing


•	 Permit and utilize the collection of oral fluid to detect 
drugs for impaired-driving investigations.

Ability to rapidly detect recent drug 
and multi-substance drug use.

Electronic Warrants


•	 Authorize and use electronic warrants as a tool to 
expedite the collection of evidence of impaired 
driving when a warrant is required.

Law Enforcement 
Phlebotomy



•	 Allow law enforcement officers and other qualified 
personnel who have state training to become certified 
phlebotomists, or otherwise legally permitted to draw 
blood for investigative purposes.

Help reduce evidence collection 
delays and enhance enforcement.

TEXAS: Impaired Driving Policies and Practices December 2025

https://doi.org/10.21949/1528627


Background
Substance-impaired driving is a national public health crisis. Alcohol impaired-driving deaths account for almost 
a third of all traffic fatalities in the U.S. each year. 

Drug-impaired driving is also on the rise. According to a 2022 study, 56% of drivers involved in serious crashes 
tested positive for alcohol or other drugs, with cannabis use among drivers significantly increasing over the past 
decade.1 Combining substances, like alcohol and other drugs, increases impairment risks. 

Impaired drivers are more likely to speed, drive drowsy, and forgo seatbelts—factors that greatly increase crash 
fatality risk. Curbing impaired driving, in turn, saves lives.

According to the AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety, drivers overwhelmingly perceive drunk driving as dangerous 
(93%) and socially unacceptable. Yet 7% admitted to engaging in this behavior in the previous 30 days. 
Additionally, 85.1% of drivers felt driving within an hour of using cannabis to be very or extremely dangerous,  
and 6.4% reported having done so in the previous 30 days.

Impaired Driving Countermeasures
AAA and MADD are dedicated to promoting driver safety through education, advocacy, enforcement and 
research. To combat impaired driving, below is a list of countermeasures that, if enacted, would save lives  
and lead to states saving millions of dollars. For additional information on these, and other countermeasures,  
visit newsroom.aaa.com/impaireddriving.

Ignition Interlock Devices (IIDs)
An alcohol breath-screening device installed 
in a vehicle and often used as a condition of 
license reinstatement. Requiring all offenders 
to install an IID can reduce fatal impaired-
driving crashes by up to 26%.

0.05 BAC
Lowering the BAC for per se impaired driving 
from 0.08 to 0.05 can lead to approximately 
11% fewer impaired driving–related fatalities.

Sobriety Checkpoints
Highly visible, regularly utilized sobriety 
checkpoints can reduce fatal impaired-driving 
crashes by up to 20%. 

Alcohol Open Container Laws
Banning the use or possession of alcohol in the 
passenger area of the vehicle can reduce the 
fatality rate per 100,000 by up to 7%.

Oral Fluid Field Screening
Testing oral fluid for the presence of drugs 
improves the early detection of impaired 
driving.

E-warrant Systems
The use of electronic warrants for impaired 
driving offenses helps to reduce evidence 
collection delays and enhances enforcement.  

Law Enforcement Phlebotomy
Allowing law enforcement and other qualified 
personnel who have met the required state 
training and certification to draw blood for 
investigative purposes ensures reliable, timely 
evidence collection.

* State ranking is based on impaired-driving fatalities per 100 million vehicle miles traveled, with rank 1 indicating the lowest fatality rate.  
Sources: FARS 2023 Annual Report File (ARF); VMT – Federal Highway Administration (FHWA)

Impaired Driving
State Rank:*

1
Impaired Driving Fatalities

National: 12,431
State: 59

UTAH

http://newsroom.aaa.com/impaireddriving


  Meets recommendation        Does not meet recommendation        No law

1.	 Thomas, F. D., Darrah, J., Graham, L., Berning, A., Blomberg, R., Finstad, K., Griggs, C., Crandall, M., Schulman, C. Kozar, R., Lai, J., Mohr, N., Chenoweth, J., Cunningham, K., Babu, K., Dorfman, J., Van Heukelom, J., Ehsani, J., 
Fell, J., … & Moore, C. (2022, December). Drug prevalence among seriously or fatally injured road users (Report No. DOT HS 813 399). National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. https://doi.org/10.21949/1528627

Policy Approach
Meets 

Recommendations Opportunities Potential Benefits

All-Offender Ignition 
Interlock Device 
Requirement



•	 Require all offenders to install an IID to drive or return 
to an unrestricted license.

•	 Enact graduated sanctions for IID violations.

Sobriety Checkpoints 

0.05 BAC Per Se Limit 

Alcohol Open  
Container Law 

Oral Fluid Testing


•	 Permit and utilize the collection of oral fluid to detect 
drugs for impaired-driving investigations.

Ability to rapidly detect recent drug 
and multi-substance drug use.

Electronic Warrants 

Law Enforcement 
Phlebotomy 

UTAH: Impaired Driving Policies and Practices December 2025

https://doi.org/10.21949/1528627


Background
Substance-impaired driving is a national public health crisis. Alcohol impaired-driving deaths account for almost 
a third of all traffic fatalities in the U.S. each year. 

Drug-impaired driving is also on the rise. According to a 2022 study, 56% of drivers involved in serious crashes 
tested positive for alcohol or other drugs, with cannabis use among drivers significantly increasing over the past 
decade.1 Combining substances, like alcohol and other drugs, increases impairment risks. 

Impaired drivers are more likely to speed, drive drowsy, and forgo seatbelts—factors that greatly increase crash 
fatality risk. Curbing impaired driving, in turn, saves lives.

According to the AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety, drivers overwhelmingly perceive drunk driving as dangerous 
(93%) and socially unacceptable. Yet 7% admitted to engaging in this behavior in the previous 30 days. 
Additionally, 85.1% of drivers felt driving within an hour of using cannabis to be very or extremely dangerous,  
and 6.4% reported having done so in the previous 30 days.

Impaired Driving Countermeasures
AAA and MADD are dedicated to promoting driver safety through education, advocacy, enforcement and 
research. To combat impaired driving, below is a list of countermeasures that, if enacted, would save lives  
and lead to states saving millions of dollars. For additional information on these, and other countermeasures,  
visit newsroom.aaa.com/impaireddriving.

Ignition Interlock Devices (IIDs)
An alcohol breath-screening device installed 
in a vehicle and often used as a condition of 
license reinstatement. Requiring all offenders 
to install an IID can reduce fatal impaired-
driving crashes by up to 26%.

0.05 BAC
Lowering the BAC for per se impaired driving 
from 0.08 to 0.05 can lead to approximately 
11% fewer impaired driving–related fatalities.

Sobriety Checkpoints
Highly visible, regularly utilized sobriety 
checkpoints can reduce fatal impaired-driving 
crashes by up to 20%. 

Alcohol Open Container Laws
Banning the use or possession of alcohol in the 
passenger area of the vehicle can reduce the 
fatality rate per 100,000 by up to 7%.

Oral Fluid Field Screening
Testing oral fluid for the presence of drugs 
improves the early detection of impaired 
driving.

E-warrant Systems
The use of electronic warrants for impaired 
driving offenses helps to reduce evidence 
collection delays and enhances enforcement.  

Law Enforcement Phlebotomy
Allowing law enforcement and other qualified 
personnel who have met the required state 
training and certification to draw blood for 
investigative purposes ensures reliable, timely 
evidence collection.

* State ranking is based on impaired-driving fatalities per 100 million vehicle miles traveled, with rank 1 indicating the lowest fatality rate.  
Sources: FARS 2023 Annual Report File (ARF); VMT – Federal Highway Administration (FHWA)

Impaired Driving
State Rank:*

6
Impaired Driving Fatalities

National: 12,431
State: 18

VERMONT

http://newsroom.aaa.com/impaireddriving


  Meets recommendation        Does not meet recommendation        No law

1.	 Thomas, F. D., Darrah, J., Graham, L., Berning, A., Blomberg, R., Finstad, K., Griggs, C., Crandall, M., Schulman, C. Kozar, R., Lai, J., Mohr, N., Chenoweth, J., Cunningham, K., Babu, K., Dorfman, J., Van Heukelom, J., Ehsani, J., 
Fell, J., … & Moore, C. (2022, December). Drug prevalence among seriously or fatally injured road users (Report No. DOT HS 813 399). National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. https://doi.org/10.21949/1528627

Policy Approach
Meets 

Recommendations Opportunities Potential Benefits

All-Offender Ignition 
Interlock Device 
Requirement


•	 Require all offenders to install an IID to drive or return 

to an unrestricted license.

Sobriety Checkpoints 

0.05 BAC Per Se Limit


•	 Lower the per se limit for impairment to 0.05 BAC. Possible Lives Saved:  2  

Economic Impact: $26,400,000

Alcohol Open  
Container Law 

Oral Fluid Testing


•	 Permit and utilize the collection of oral fluid to detect 
drugs for impaired-driving investigations.

Ability to rapidly detect recent drug 
and multi-substance drug use.

Electronic Warrants 

Law Enforcement 
Phlebotomy



•	 Allow law enforcement officers and other qualified 
personnel who have state training to become certified 
phlebotomists, or otherwise legally permitted to draw 
blood for investigative purposes.

Help reduce evidence collection 
delays and enhance enforcement.

VERMONT: Impaired Driving Policies and Practices December 2025

https://doi.org/10.21949/1528627


Background
Substance-impaired driving is a national public health crisis. Alcohol impaired-driving deaths account for almost 
a third of all traffic fatalities in the U.S. each year. 

Drug-impaired driving is also on the rise. According to a 2022 study, 56% of drivers involved in serious crashes 
tested positive for alcohol or other drugs, with cannabis use among drivers significantly increasing over the past 
decade.1 Combining substances, like alcohol and other drugs, increases impairment risks. 

Impaired drivers are more likely to speed, drive drowsy, and forgo seatbelts—factors that greatly increase crash 
fatality risk. Curbing impaired driving, in turn, saves lives.

According to the AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety, drivers overwhelmingly perceive drunk driving as dangerous 
(93%) and socially unacceptable. Yet 7% admitted to engaging in this behavior in the previous 30 days. 
Additionally, 85.1% of drivers felt driving within an hour of using cannabis to be very or extremely dangerous,  
and 6.4% reported having done so in the previous 30 days.

Impaired Driving Countermeasures
AAA and MADD are dedicated to promoting driver safety through education, advocacy, enforcement and 
research. To combat impaired driving, below is a list of countermeasures that, if enacted, would save lives  
and lead to states saving millions of dollars. For additional information on these, and other countermeasures,  
visit newsroom.aaa.com/impaireddriving.

Ignition Interlock Devices (IIDs)
An alcohol breath-screening device installed 
in a vehicle and often used as a condition of 
license reinstatement. Requiring all offenders 
to install an IID can reduce fatal impaired-
driving crashes by up to 26%.

0.05 BAC
Lowering the BAC for per se impaired driving 
from 0.08 to 0.05 can lead to approximately 
11% fewer impaired driving–related fatalities.

Sobriety Checkpoints
Highly visible, regularly utilized sobriety 
checkpoints can reduce fatal impaired-driving 
crashes by up to 20%. 

Alcohol Open Container Laws
Banning the use or possession of alcohol in the 
passenger area of the vehicle can reduce the 
fatality rate per 100,000 by up to 7%.

Oral Fluid Field Screening
Testing oral fluid for the presence of drugs 
improves the early detection of impaired 
driving.

E-warrant Systems
The use of electronic warrants for impaired 
driving offenses helps to reduce evidence 
collection delays and enhances enforcement.  

Law Enforcement Phlebotomy
Allowing law enforcement and other qualified 
personnel who have met the required state 
training and certification to draw blood for 
investigative purposes ensures reliable, timely 
evidence collection.

* State ranking is based on impaired-driving fatalities per 100 million vehicle miles traveled, with rank 1 indicating the lowest fatality rate.  
Sources: FARS 2023 Annual Report File (ARF); VMT – Federal Highway Administration (FHWA)

Impaired Driving
State Rank:*

13
Impaired Driving Fatalities

National: 12,431
State: 261

VIRGINIA

http://newsroom.aaa.com/impaireddriving


  Meets recommendation        Does not meet recommendation        No law

1.	 Thomas, F. D., Darrah, J., Graham, L., Berning, A., Blomberg, R., Finstad, K., Griggs, C., Crandall, M., Schulman, C. Kozar, R., Lai, J., Mohr, N., Chenoweth, J., Cunningham, K., Babu, K., Dorfman, J., Van Heukelom, J., Ehsani, J., 
Fell, J., … & Moore, C. (2022, December). Drug prevalence among seriously or fatally injured road users (Report No. DOT HS 813 399). National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. https://doi.org/10.21949/1528627

Policy Approach
Meets 

Recommendations Opportunities Potential Benefits

All-Offender Ignition 
Interlock Device 
Requirement


•	 Require all offenders to install an IID to drive or return 

to an unrestricted license.

Sobriety Checkpoints 

0.05 BAC Per Se Limit


•	 Lower the per se limit for impairment to 0.05 BAC. Possible Lives Saved: 29  

Economic Impact: $382,800,000

Alcohol Open  
Container Law 

•	 Ban the use and possession of any open container 
of alcoholic beverage or its use within the passenger 
compartment.

Possible Lives Saved: 14 

Economic Impact: $184,800,000

Oral Fluid Testing


•	 Permit and utilize the collection of oral fluid to detect 
drugs for impaired-driving investigations.

Ability to rapidly detect recent drug 
and multi-substance drug use.

Electronic Warrants 

Law Enforcement 
Phlebotomy



•	 Allow law enforcement officers and other qualified 
personnel who have state training to become certified 
phlebotomists, or otherwise legally permitted to draw 
blood for investigative purposes.

Help reduce evidence collection 
delays and enhance enforcement.

VIRGINIA: Impaired Driving Policies and Practices December 2025

https://doi.org/10.21949/1528627


Background
Substance-impaired driving is a national public health crisis. Alcohol impaired-driving deaths account for almost 
a third of all traffic fatalities in the U.S. each year. 

Drug-impaired driving is also on the rise. According to a 2022 study, 56% of drivers involved in serious crashes 
tested positive for alcohol or other drugs, with cannabis use among drivers significantly increasing over the past 
decade.1 Combining substances, like alcohol and other drugs, increases impairment risks. 

Impaired drivers are more likely to speed, drive drowsy, and forgo seatbelts—factors that greatly increase crash 
fatality risk. Curbing impaired driving, in turn, saves lives.

According to the AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety, drivers overwhelmingly perceive drunk driving as dangerous 
(93%) and socially unacceptable. Yet 7% admitted to engaging in this behavior in the previous 30 days. 
Additionally, 85.1% of drivers felt driving within an hour of using cannabis to be very or extremely dangerous,  
and 6.4% reported having done so in the previous 30 days.

Impaired Driving Countermeasures
AAA and MADD are dedicated to promoting driver safety through education, advocacy, enforcement and 
research. To combat impaired driving, below is a list of countermeasures that, if enacted, would save lives  
and lead to states saving millions of dollars. For additional information on these, and other countermeasures,  
visit newsroom.aaa.com/impaireddriving.

Ignition Interlock Devices (IIDs)
An alcohol breath-screening device installed 
in a vehicle and often used as a condition of 
license reinstatement. Requiring all offenders 
to install an IID can reduce fatal impaired-
driving crashes by up to 26%.

0.05 BAC
Lowering the BAC for per se impaired driving 
from 0.08 to 0.05 can lead to approximately 
11% fewer impaired driving–related fatalities.

Sobriety Checkpoints
Highly visible, regularly utilized sobriety 
checkpoints can reduce fatal impaired-driving 
crashes by up to 20%. 

Alcohol Open Container Laws
Banning the use or possession of alcohol in the 
passenger area of the vehicle can reduce the 
fatality rate per 100,000 by up to 7%.

Oral Fluid Field Screening
Testing oral fluid for the presence of drugs 
improves the early detection of impaired 
driving.

E-warrant Systems
The use of electronic warrants for impaired 
driving offenses helps to reduce evidence 
collection delays and enhances enforcement.  

Law Enforcement Phlebotomy
Allowing law enforcement and other qualified 
personnel who have met the required state 
training and certification to draw blood for 
investigative purposes ensures reliable, timely 
evidence collection.

* State ranking is based on impaired-driving fatalities per 100 million vehicle miles traveled, with rank 1 indicating the lowest fatality rate.  
Sources: FARS 2023 Annual Report File (ARF); VMT – Federal Highway Administration (FHWA)

Impaired Driving
State Rank:*

46
Impaired Driving Fatalities

National: 12,431
State: 294

WASHINGTON

http://newsroom.aaa.com/impaireddriving


  Meets recommendation        Does not meet recommendation        No law

1.	 Thomas, F. D., Darrah, J., Graham, L., Berning, A., Blomberg, R., Finstad, K., Griggs, C., Crandall, M., Schulman, C. Kozar, R., Lai, J., Mohr, N., Chenoweth, J., Cunningham, K., Babu, K., Dorfman, J., Van Heukelom, J., Ehsani, J., 
Fell, J., … & Moore, C. (2022, December). Drug prevalence among seriously or fatally injured road users (Report No. DOT HS 813 399). National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. https://doi.org/10.21949/1528627

Policy Approach
Meets 

Recommendations Opportunities Potential Benefits

All-Offender Ignition 
Interlock Device 
Requirement



Sobriety Checkpoints


•	 Permit and regularly utilize sobriety checkpoints that 
meet or exceed the legal standards.

Possible Lives Saved: 26 

Economic Impact: $343,200,000

0.05 BAC Per Se Limit


•	 Lower the per se limit for impairment to 0.05 BAC. Possible Lives Saved: 32  

Economic Impact: $422,400,000

Alcohol Open  
Container Law 

Oral Fluid Testing


•	 Permit and utilize the collection of oral fluid to detect 
drugs for impaired-driving investigations.

Ability to rapidly detect recent drug 
and multi-substance drug use.

Electronic Warrants 

Law Enforcement 
Phlebotomy 

WASHINGTON: Impaired Driving Policies and Practices December 2025

https://doi.org/10.21949/1528627


Background
Substance-impaired driving is a national public health crisis. Alcohol impaired-driving deaths account for almost 
a third of all traffic fatalities in the U.S. each year. 

Drug-impaired driving is also on the rise. According to a 2022 study, 56% of drivers involved in serious crashes 
tested positive for alcohol or other drugs, with cannabis use among drivers significantly increasing over the past 
decade.1 Combining substances, like alcohol and other drugs, increases impairment risks. 

Impaired drivers are more likely to speed, drive drowsy, and forgo seatbelts—factors that greatly increase crash 
fatality risk. Curbing impaired driving, in turn, saves lives.

According to the AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety, drivers overwhelmingly perceive drunk driving as dangerous 
(93%) and socially unacceptable. Yet 7% admitted to engaging in this behavior in the previous 30 days. 
Additionally, 85.1% of drivers felt driving within an hour of using cannabis to be very or extremely dangerous,  
and 6.4% reported having done so in the previous 30 days.

Impaired Driving Countermeasures
AAA and MADD are dedicated to promoting driver safety through education, advocacy, enforcement and 
research. To combat impaired driving, below is a list of countermeasures that, if enacted, would save lives  
and lead to states saving millions of dollars. For additional information on these, and other countermeasures,  
visit newsroom.aaa.com/impaireddriving.

Ignition Interlock Devices (IIDs)
An alcohol breath-screening device installed 
in a vehicle and often used as a condition of 
license reinstatement. Requiring all offenders 
to install an IID can reduce fatal impaired-
driving crashes by up to 26%.

0.05 BAC
Lowering the BAC for per se impaired driving 
from 0.08 to 0.05 can lead to approximately 
11% fewer impaired driving–related fatalities.

Sobriety Checkpoints
Highly visible, regularly utilized sobriety 
checkpoints can reduce fatal impaired-driving 
crashes by up to 20%. 

Alcohol Open Container Laws
Banning the use or possession of alcohol in the 
passenger area of the vehicle can reduce the 
fatality rate per 100,000 by up to 7%.

Oral Fluid Field Screening
Testing oral fluid for the presence of drugs 
improves the early detection of impaired 
driving.

E-warrant Systems
The use of electronic warrants for impaired 
driving offenses helps to reduce evidence 
collection delays and enhances enforcement.  

Law Enforcement Phlebotomy
Allowing law enforcement and other qualified 
personnel who have met the required state 
training and certification to draw blood for 
investigative purposes ensures reliable, timely 
evidence collection.

* State ranking is based on impaired-driving fatalities per 100 million vehicle miles traveled, with rank 1 indicating the lowest fatality rate.  
Sources: FARS 2023 Annual Report File (ARF); VMT – Federal Highway Administration (FHWA)

Impaired Driving
State Rank:*

23
Impaired Driving Fatalities

National: 12,431
State: 58

WEST VIRGINIA

http://newsroom.aaa.com/impaireddriving


  Meets recommendation        Does not meet recommendation        No law

1.	 Thomas, F. D., Darrah, J., Graham, L., Berning, A., Blomberg, R., Finstad, K., Griggs, C., Crandall, M., Schulman, C. Kozar, R., Lai, J., Mohr, N., Chenoweth, J., Cunningham, K., Babu, K., Dorfman, J., Van Heukelom, J., Ehsani, J., 
Fell, J., … & Moore, C. (2022, December). Drug prevalence among seriously or fatally injured road users (Report No. DOT HS 813 399). National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. https://doi.org/10.21949/1528627

Policy Approach
Meets 

Recommendations Opportunities Potential Benefits

All-Offender Ignition 
Interlock Device 
Requirement


•	 Require all offenders to install an IID to drive or return 

to an unrestricted license.

Sobriety Checkpoints 

0.05 BAC Per Se Limit


•	 Lower the per se limit for impairment to 0.05 BAC. Possible Lives Saved:  6  

Economic Impact: $79,200,000

Alcohol Open  
Container Law 

Oral Fluid Testing


•	 Permit and utilize the collection of oral fluid to detect 
drugs for impaired-driving investigations.

Ability to rapidly detect recent drug 
and multi-substance drug use.

Electronic Warrants


•	 Authorize and use electronic warrants as a tool to 
expediate the collection of evidence of impaired-
driving when a warrant is required.

Timely evidence collection, leading 
to stronger prosecutions and 
reduced refusals.

Law Enforcement 
Phlebotomy



•	 Allow law enforcement officers and other qualified 
personnel who have state training to become certified 
phlebotomists, or otherwise legally permitted to draw 
blood for investigative purposes.

Help reduce evidence collection 
delays and enhance enforcement.

WEST VIRGINIA: Impaired Driving Policies and Practices December 2025

https://doi.org/10.21949/1528627


Background
Substance-impaired driving is a national public health crisis. Alcohol impaired-driving deaths account for almost 
a third of all traffic fatalities in the U.S. each year. 

Drug-impaired driving is also on the rise. According to a 2022 study, 56% of drivers involved in serious crashes 
tested positive for alcohol or other drugs, with cannabis use among drivers significantly increasing over the past 
decade.1 Combining substances, like alcohol and other drugs, increases impairment risks. 

Impaired drivers are more likely to speed, drive drowsy, and forgo seatbelts—factors that greatly increase crash 
fatality risk. Curbing impaired driving, in turn, saves lives.

According to the AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety, drivers overwhelmingly perceive drunk driving as dangerous 
(93%) and socially unacceptable. Yet 7% admitted to engaging in this behavior in the previous 30 days. 
Additionally, 85.1% of drivers felt driving within an hour of using cannabis to be very or extremely dangerous,  
and 6.4% reported having done so in the previous 30 days.

Impaired Driving Countermeasures
AAA and MADD are dedicated to promoting driver safety through education, advocacy, enforcement and 
research. To combat impaired driving, below is a list of countermeasures that, if enacted, would save lives  
and lead to states saving millions of dollars. For additional information on these, and other countermeasures,  
visit newsroom.aaa.com/impaireddriving.

Ignition Interlock Devices (IIDs)
An alcohol breath-screening device installed 
in a vehicle and often used as a condition of 
license reinstatement. Requiring all offenders 
to install an IID can reduce fatal impaired-
driving crashes by up to 26%.

0.05 BAC
Lowering the BAC for per se impaired driving 
from 0.08 to 0.05 can lead to approximately 
11% fewer impaired driving–related fatalities.

Sobriety Checkpoints
Highly visible, regularly utilized sobriety 
checkpoints can reduce fatal impaired-driving 
crashes by up to 20%. 

Alcohol Open Container Laws
Banning the use or possession of alcohol in the 
passenger area of the vehicle can reduce the 
fatality rate per 100,000 by up to 7%.

Oral Fluid Field Screening
Testing oral fluid for the presence of drugs 
improves the early detection of impaired 
driving.

E-warrant Systems
The use of electronic warrants for impaired 
driving offenses helps to reduce evidence 
collection delays and enhances enforcement.  

Law Enforcement Phlebotomy
Allowing law enforcement and other qualified 
personnel who have met the required state 
training and certification to draw blood for 
investigative purposes ensures reliable, timely 
evidence collection.

* State ranking is based on impaired-driving fatalities per 100 million vehicle miles traveled, with rank 1 indicating the lowest fatality rate.  
Sources: FARS 2023 Annual Report File (ARF); VMT – Federal Highway Administration (FHWA)

Impaired Driving
State Rank:*

9
Impaired Driving Fatalities

National: 12,431
State: 182

WISCONSIN

http://newsroom.aaa.com/impaireddriving


  Meets recommendation        Does not meet recommendation        No law

1.	 Thomas, F. D., Darrah, J., Graham, L., Berning, A., Blomberg, R., Finstad, K., Griggs, C., Crandall, M., Schulman, C. Kozar, R., Lai, J., Mohr, N., Chenoweth, J., Cunningham, K., Babu, K., Dorfman, J., Van Heukelom, J., Ehsani, J., 
Fell, J., … & Moore, C. (2022, December). Drug prevalence among seriously or fatally injured road users (Report No. DOT HS 813 399). National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. https://doi.org/10.21949/1528627

Policy Approach
Meets 

Recommendations Opportunities Potential Benefits

All-Offender Ignition 
Interlock Device 
Requirement



•	 Require all offenders to install an IID to drive or return 
to an unrestricted license.

•	 Enact compliance-based removal for IID programs.

•	 Ensure IID availability during administrative license 
suspension.

•	 Screen all participants in the ignition interlock 
program to identify offenders that may benefit from 
substance abuse treatment.

Possible Lives Saved: 48

Economic Impact: $633,600,000

Sobriety Checkpoints


•	 Permit and regularly utilize sobriety checkpoints that 
meet or exceed the legal standards.

Possible Lives Saved: 16 

Economic Impact: $211,200,000

0.05 BAC Per Se Limit


•	 Lower the per se limit for impairment to 0.05 BAC. Possible Lives Saved: 20  

Economic Impact: $264,000,000

Alcohol Open  
Container Law 

Oral Fluid Testing


•	 Permit and utilize the collection of oral fluid to detect 
drugs for impaired-driving investigations.

Ability to rapidly detect recent drug 
and multi-substance drug use.

Electronic Warrants 

Law Enforcement 
Phlebotomy 

WISCONSIN: Impaired Driving Policies and Practices December 2025
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Background
Substance-impaired driving is a national public health crisis. Alcohol impaired-driving deaths account for almost 
a third of all traffic fatalities in the U.S. each year. 

Drug-impaired driving is also on the rise. According to a 2022 study, 56% of drivers involved in serious crashes 
tested positive for alcohol or other drugs, with cannabis use among drivers significantly increasing over the past 
decade.1 Combining substances, like alcohol and other drugs, increases impairment risks. 

Impaired drivers are more likely to speed, drive drowsy, and forgo seatbelts—factors that greatly increase crash 
fatality risk. Curbing impaired driving, in turn, saves lives.

According to the AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety, drivers overwhelmingly perceive drunk driving as dangerous 
(93%) and socially unacceptable. Yet 7% admitted to engaging in this behavior in the previous 30 days. 
Additionally, 85.1% of drivers felt driving within an hour of using cannabis to be very or extremely dangerous,  
and 6.4% reported having done so in the previous 30 days.

Impaired Driving Countermeasures
AAA and MADD are dedicated to promoting driver safety through education, advocacy, enforcement and 
research. To combat impaired driving, below is a list of countermeasures that, if enacted, would save lives  
and lead to states saving millions of dollars. For additional information on these, and other countermeasures,  
visit newsroom.aaa.com/impaireddriving.

Ignition Interlock Devices (IIDs)
An alcohol breath-screening device installed 
in a vehicle and often used as a condition of 
license reinstatement. Requiring all offenders 
to install an IID can reduce fatal impaired-
driving crashes by up to 26%.

0.05 BAC
Lowering the BAC for per se impaired driving 
from 0.08 to 0.05 can lead to approximately 
11% fewer impaired driving–related fatalities.

Sobriety Checkpoints
Highly visible, regularly utilized sobriety 
checkpoints can reduce fatal impaired-driving 
crashes by up to 20%. 

Alcohol Open Container Laws
Banning the use or possession of alcohol in the 
passenger area of the vehicle can reduce the 
fatality rate per 100,000 by up to 7%.

Oral Fluid Field Screening
Testing oral fluid for the presence of drugs 
improves the early detection of impaired 
driving.

E-warrant Systems
The use of electronic warrants for impaired 
driving offenses helps to reduce evidence 
collection delays and enhances enforcement.  

Law Enforcement Phlebotomy
Allowing law enforcement and other qualified 
personnel who have met the required state 
training and certification to draw blood for 
investigative purposes ensures reliable, timely 
evidence collection.

* State ranking is based on impaired-driving fatalities per 100 million vehicle miles traveled, with rank 1 indicating the lowest fatality rate.  
Sources: FARS 2023 Annual Report File (ARF); VMT – Federal Highway Administration (FHWA)

Impaired Driving
State Rank:*

27
Impaired Driving Fatalities

National: 12,431
State: 36

WYOMING

http://newsroom.aaa.com/impaireddriving


  Meets recommendation        Does not meet recommendation        No law

1.	 Thomas, F. D., Darrah, J., Graham, L., Berning, A., Blomberg, R., Finstad, K., Griggs, C., Crandall, M., Schulman, C. Kozar, R., Lai, J., Mohr, N., Chenoweth, J., Cunningham, K., Babu, K., Dorfman, J., Van Heukelom, J., Ehsani, J., 
Fell, J., … & Moore, C. (2022, December). Drug prevalence among seriously or fatally injured road users (Report No. DOT HS 813 399). National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. https://doi.org/10.21949/1528627

Policy Approach
Meets 

Recommendations Opportunities Potential Benefits

All-Offender Ignition 
Interlock Device 
Requirement



•	 Require all offenders to install an IID to drive or return 
to an unrestricted license.

•	 Ensure IID availability during administrative license 
suspension.

•	 Screen all participants in the ignition interlock 
program to identify offenders that may benefit from 
substance abuse treatment.

Possible Lives Saved:  3

Economic Impact: $39,600,000

Sobriety Checkpoints


•	 Permit and regularly utilize sobriety checkpoints that 
meet or exceed the legal standards.

Possible Lives Saved: 3 

Economic Impact: $39,600,000

0.05 BAC Per Se Limit


•	 Lower the per se limit for impairment to 0.05 BAC. Possible Lives Saved:  4  

Economic Impact: $52,800,000

Alcohol Open  
Container Law 

•	 Ban the use and possession of any open container 
of alcoholic beverage or its use within the passenger 
compartment.

Possible Lives Saved:  7 

Economic Impact: $92,400,000

Oral Fluid Testing


•	 Permit and utilize the collection of oral fluid to detect 
drugs for impaired-driving investigations.

Ability to rapidly detect recent drug 
and multi-substance drug use.

Electronic Warrants 

Law Enforcement 
Phlebotomy



•	 Allow law enforcement officers and other qualified 
personnel who have state training to become certified 
phlebotomists, or otherwise legally permitted to draw 
blood for investigative purposes.

Help reduce evidence collection 
delays and enhance enforcement.

WYOMING: Impaired Driving Policies and Practices December 2025
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State
All-offender Ignition 
Interlock Lives Saved

All-Offender Ignition 
Interlock Economic Impact

Sobriety Checkpoints 
Lives Saved

Sobriety Checkpoints 
Economic Impact

ALABAMA

ALASKA 1 $13,200,000

ARIZONA

ARKANSAS

CALIFORNIA 257 $3,392,400,000

COLORADO

CONNECTICUT

DELAWARE

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

FLORIDA 66 $871,200,000

GEORGIA 82 $1,082,400,000

HAWAII

IDAHO 5 $66,000,000

ILLINOIS

INDIANA 66 $871,200,000

IOWA 13 $171,600,000

KANSAS

KENTUCKY

LOUISIANA

MAINE

MARYLAND

MASSACHUSETTS 22 $290,400,000

MICHIGAN 23 $303,600,000 26 $343,200,000

MINNESOTA 8 $105,600,000 9 $118,800,000

MISSISSIPPI

MISSOURI 25 $330,000,000

MONTANA 19 $250,800,000 6 $79,200,000

NEBRASKA

NEVADA

NEW HAMPSHIRE

NEW JERSEY

NEW MEXICO

NEW YORK

NORTH CAROLINA 33 $435,600,000

NORTH DAKOTA 10 $132,000,000

OHIO 86 $1,135,200,000

OKLAHOMA

OREGON 18 $237,600,000

PENNSYLVANIA 25 $330,000,000

RHODE ISLAND 6 $79,200,000 2 $26,400,000

SOUTH CAROLINA

SOUTH DAKOTA 10 $132,000,000

TENNESSEE

TEXAS 153 $2,019,600,000

UTAH

VERMONT

VIRGINIA

WASHINGTON 26 $343,200,000

WEST VIRGINIA

WISCONSIN 48 $633,600,000 16 $211,200,000

WYOMING 3 $39,600,000 3 $39,600,000

Total 764 $10,084,800,000 303 $3,999,600,000

Lives Saved and Economic Impact December 2025

Note: Empty cells denote having the countermeasure in place



State
Open Container Lives 

Saved
Open Container Economic 

Impact
Per se BAC 0.05 Lives 

Saved
Per se BAC 0.05 Economic 

Impact

ALABAMA 31 $409,200,000

ALASKA 3 $39,600,000 2 $26,400,000

ARIZONA 47 $620,400,000

ARKANSAS 13 $171,600,000 17 $224,400,000

CALIFORNIA 149 $1,966,800,000

COLORADO 24 $316,800,000

CONNECTICUT 15 $198,000,000 12 $158,400,000

DELAWARE 4 $52,800,000 4 $52,800,000

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 2 $26,400,000

FLORIDA 92 $1,214,400,000

GEORGIA 48 $633,600,000

HAWAII 4 $52,800,000

IDAHO 7 $92,400,000

ILLINOIS 44 $580,800,000

INDIANA 28 $369,600,000

IOWA 16 $211,200,000

KANSAS 14 $184,800,000

KENTUCKY 22 $290,400,000

LOUISIANA 19 $250,800,000 26 $343,200,000

MAINE 4 $52,800,000

MARYLAND 19 $250,800,000

MASSACHUSETTS 13 $171,600,000

MICHIGAN 31 $409,200,000

MINNESOTA 11 $145,200,000

MISSISSIPPI 12 $158,400,000 17 $224,400,000

MISSOURI 26 $343,200,000 31 $409,200,000

MONTANA 8 $105,600,000

NEBRASKA 8 $105,600,000

NEVADA 13 $171,600,000

NEW HAMPSHIRE 4 $52,800,000

NEW JERSEY 16 $211,200,000

NEW MEXICO 13 $171,600,000

NEW YORK 36 $475,200,000

NORTH CAROLINA 46 $607,200,000

NORTH DAKOTA 4 $52,800,000

OHIO 50 $660,000,000

OKLAHOMA 20 $264,000,000

OREGON 22 $290,400,000

PENNSYLVANIA 35 $462,000,000

RHODE ISLAND 3 $39,600,000

SOUTH CAROLINA 45 $594,000,000

SOUTH DAKOTA 4 $52,800,000

TENNESSEE 30 $396,000,000 41 $541,200,000

TEXAS 187 $2,468,400,000

UTAH

VERMONT 2 $26,400,000

VIRGINIA 14 $184,800,000 29 $382,800,000

WASHINGTON 32 $422,400,000

WEST VIRGINIA 6 $79,200,000

WISCONSIN 20 $264,000,000

WYOMING 7 $92,400,000 4 $52,800,000

Total 143 $1,887,600,000 1,363 $17,991,600,000

Lives Saved and Economic Impact December 2025

Note: Empty cells denote having the countermeasure in place
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Methodology 
Lives Saved  

Researchers from AAA and the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety (IIHS) reviewed high-
quality, peer-reviewed studies to estimate how many lives could be saved by different safety 
countermeasures. When possible, they used the most recent and reliable research as the basis 
for their estimates. 

To calculate potential lives saved, they looked at alcohol-related fatalities (blood alcohol 
concentration of 0.08 or higher) from the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration’s 2023 
Fatality Analysis Reporting System (FARS). They then focused on states that do not yet have each 
recommended countermeasure in place. 

These studies include: 

Per Se BAC 0.05+  
Fell, J. C., & Scherer, M. (2017). Estimation of the Potential Effectiveness of Lowering the Blood 
Alcohol Concentration (BAC) Limit for Driving from 0.08 to 0.05 Grams per Deciliter in the United 
States. Alcoholism: Clinical and Experimental Research, 41(12), 2128–2139. 
https://doi.org/10.1111/acer.13501 

Ignition Interlock  
Teoh, E. R., Fell, J. C., Scherer, M., & Wolfe, D. E. R. (2021). State Alcohol Ignition Interlock Laws and 
Fatal Crashes. Traffic Injury Prevention, 22(8), 589–592. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/15389588.2021.1984439  

Sobriety Checkpoints  
Bergen, G., Pitan, A., Qu, S., Shults, R. A., Chattopadhyay, S. K., Elder, R. W., Sleet, D. A., Coleman, H. 
L., Compton, R. P., Nichols, J. L., Clymer, J. M., Calvert, W. B., & Community Preventive Services 
Task Force (2014). Publicized Sobriety Checkpoint Programs: A Community Guide Systematic 
Review. American Journal of Preventive Medicine, 46(5), 529–539. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.amepre.2014.01.018 

 
 

https://doi.org/10.1111/acer.13501
https://doi.org/10.1080/15389588.2021.1984439
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.amepre.2014.01.018
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Open Container  
Wright, N. A., & Lee, L. T. (2021). Alcohol-Related Traffic Laws and Drunk-Driving Fatal 
Accidents. Accident Analysis & Prevention, 161, 106358. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.aap.2021.106358 

Economic Impact 

The U.S. Department of Transportation uses the Value of a Statistical Life to help decide whether 
safety improvements are worth the cost. It does not put a price on any individual person, but 
instead estimates how much society is willing to invest to prevent one potential death. 

Currently, that value is set at about $13.2 million. So, if a safety upgrade—like a stronger impaired-
driving prevention law or vehicle safety technology—is expected to save even one life, and it 
costs less than $13.2 million, the government considers it a smart investment. 

In short, this number helps ensure lives saved are counted just as seriously as dollars spent when 
making transportation safety decisions. 

 

 

 

 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.aap.2021.106358
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