Child Passenger Safety Week 2026 
Updates from the National Digital Car Seat Check Form

[bookmark: _50cdzb9mvb4w]Car crashes are a leading safety issue facing children. More than 127,000 children were injured in car crashes in 2024, according to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA). As National Child Passenger Safety (CPS) Week (Sept. 20-26) approaches, AAA and the National Safety Council (NSC) are sharing new research that sheds light on the extent to which parents and caregivers in the U.S. are informed about car seat installation and use.

According to the National Digital Car Seat Check Form (NDCF) database, nearly three-fourths (73.7%) of all car seats checked by Child Passenger Safety Technicians in 2025 were incorrectly installed and used. Yet, a general consumer survey revealed only 1 in 5 parents and caregivers seek expert help installing a car seat or securing a child in a car seat.

Data from the NDCF database also revealed the following trends in 2025: 
1. There are three common misuses. These include (1) the car seat installation is too loose, (2) not using the tether when installing a forward-facing car seat with either the lower anchor attachment system or seat belt, and (3) the harness is too loose when securing a child in a car seat.
2. Children are often transitioned out of the appropriate car seats before it is safe to do so - 19.1% of children are moved to booster seats too soon, and 86.5% of children transitioned to an adult seat belt too soon.
3. Parents and caregivers are good at getting expert help when children are less than one-year old or before the child is born, but they are not always coming back for adjustments as the child gets older or they change car seats/add children to the vehicle. Child Passenger Safety Technicians check about five times the amount of rear-facing car seats than they do forward-facing car seats, and 83.3% of forward-facing seats were not used correctly.

Quick NDCF Facts
· 73.7% of car seats checked by Child Passenger Safety Technicians in 2025 were not used correctly.
· Based on the 3 most common car seat misuses in 2025, parents and caregivers should check that:
· The car seat harness is snug enough on the child.
· The car seat is installed tight enough on vehicle seats whether using a seat belt or the lower anchor attachment system for installation.
· The tether is used whenever possible on forward-facing car seats.
· 86.5% of children transitioned to an adult seat belt too soon in 2025.
· 69.6% of rear-facing car seats were not used correctly in 2025.
· 83.3% of forward-facing car seats were not used correctly in 2025.
· 68.8% of booster seats were not used correctly in 2025.
· 19.1% of children transitioned too soon to a booster seat in 2025.
· 41.8% of forward-facing car seats did not use a tether (when tether use was possible) in 2025.

Methodology: In partnership with AAA and the National Safety Council, Westat researchers examined data submitted to the National Digital Car Seat Check Form (NDCF), a national database of detailed information on car seat inspections performed by certified Child Passenger Safety Technicians (CPSTs). The final dataset used for analysis represents all 50 states and includes 102,592 car seat inspections performed between January 1, 2025 and December 31, 2025. In addition, AAA and the NSC commissioned Ipsos, the world’s largest insights and analytics company, to collect information on the general awareness and opinions of U.S. adults about child passenger safety. Ipsos used KnowledgePanel to survey 1,500 total respondents, with an oversample of 500 parents with children aged 17 or younger living in the home between July 30, 2021, and Aug. 2, 2021. Responses were received from 805 parents, including 509 parents with children younger than ten years of age.

